PubMed Search Strategy Worksheet
This template might help to build a comprehensive search strategy in PubMed by combining both MeSH terms and Keywords. It is important to use both in any PubMed Search to capture recent citations. 
1. Look at the MeSH, have been used in your key articles (Remember to change the Display from ABSTRACTplus to CITATION to find the hidden MeSH terms.
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2. Find the MeSH terms in the PubMed MeSH database.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?db=mesh
Build your MeSH search string using the MeSH interface. You select the MeSH terms and send to the Search Box as in the slide below. 
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¥ 1: Poverty Areas Links

City, urban, rural, or suburban areas which are characterized by severe economic deprivation and
by accompanying physical and social decay.
Year introduced: 1991(1980)

I72: Medically Underserved Area Links

& geographic location which has insufficient health resources (manpower andfor faciltes) to meet
the medical needs of the resident population.




You enter only one term or phrase at time but always use the OR to send to the Search Box. Then you can search a new term / phrase of the same concept.
(Enter Developing countries, select the MeSH term (decide to use Subheadings, to explode or to limit to MAJOR), then use the Send to box to send to the PubMed Search Box. 
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You then can enter a new term like AFRICA and follow the same pattern (decide to use Subheadings, to explode or to limit to MAJOR), then use the Send to box to send to the PubMed Search Box. 

Once you have all the MeSH terms, cut and paste the terms from the Search box  into a WORD Document.

In WORD, You then can type in phrases such as “low income countries” OR “low income country” OR  “low resource setting*” OR “LMIC” 
Always put phrases in "QUOTATIONS".

Remember you can truncate only the non MeSH and you use the asterisk *.

You can specify behind the words or phrases some specific TAGS FIELDS such  find the word/phrase only in the title [TI] or only in the Title or Abstract [TIAB]
Complete listing here.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/bv.fcgi?rid=helppubmed.section.pubmedhelp.Search_Field_Descrip
This will give more precision (using [TI] for example) or expand your search "low income countries" [All fields]

So for example.
"low income countries" [TI]

"low income countries" [TIAB]

"low income countries" [TW]
If you don't add a TAG, then PubMed will automatically sear [All Fields]

Use this template. You can use any variation of the terms, but remember to keep the MeSH and keywords to only one concept at a time. 
Concept (Circle) 1

"______________"[MeSH] OR "______________" [MAJR] OR "______________" [MeSH] OR ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​"______________" [MeSH] OR "______________" [MeSH] OR ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​"______________" [MeSH] OR"______________" [TI] OR"______________" [TIAB] OR " ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________" [All Fields]
For Pregnancy / Child birth , it would look like this

Concept (Circle) 1

"​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Pregnacy" [MeSH] OR "maternal health services" ​​​​​​​​​​​ [MeSH]  OR ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​"child birth" [All Fields] OR "childbirth" [All Fields] OR "​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​pregnan*" [TIAB]

Cut and paste your string of MeSH / Major / Keywords into the PubMed search Box. Click GO and run the search. ALWAYS check your search string by clicking on DETAILS to make sure you don't have unexpected terms and click on the DETAILS tab of PubMed. 


[image: image4.emf]TITLE from VIEW and SLIDE MASTER

|

November 28, 2008

34

|

Problem with truncating : 

“low income countr*”

Problem with truncating : 

“low income countr*”


[image: image5.jpg]



Each concept can be built. Sometimes it is better to use an already developed concept such as "developing countries" or "randomized control studies" or a specific patient or population

For example 

1. COCHRANE FILTER FOR CONTROLLED TRIALS: This complex search string is the Cochrane highly sensitive search filter for controlled trials (Robinson et al. Int J Epidemiol. 2002 Feb;31(1):150-3). You could cut and paste it into the PubMed search box.

(randomized controlled trial[pt] OR controlled clinical trial[pt] OR randomized controlled trials[mh] OR random allocation[mh] OR double-blind method[mh] OR single-blind method[mh] OR clinical trial[pt] OR clinical trials[mh] OR ("clinical trial"[tw]) OR ((singl*[tw] OR doubl*[tw] OR trebl*[tw] OR tripl*[tw]) AND (mask*[tw] OR blind*[tw])) OR ("latin square"[tw]) OR placebos[mh] OR placebo*[tw] OR random*[tw] OR research design[mh:noexp] OR comparative study[mh] OR evaluation studies[mh] OR follow-up studies[mh] OR prospective studies[mh] OR cross-over studies[mh] OR control*[tw] OR prospectiv*[tw] OR volunteer*[tw]) NOT (animal[mh] NOT human[mh])
Other similar filters

http://www.healthaffairs.uci.edu/emergmed/EM_links/medline%20searchstrings.doc
For Developing countries example, see this list of databases under PubMed.

http://epocoslo.cochrane.org/lmic-databases
Template:    
I recommend no more that 4 (Circles) concepts at time. Many questions are built around the PICO conceptualization.
Patient 
 Intervention 
 Comparison 
 Outcome

Concept (Circle) 1

"______________"[MeSH] OR "______________" [MAJR] OR "______________" [MeSH] OR ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​"______________" [MeSH] OR "______________" [MeSH] OR ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​"______________" [MeSH] OR"______________" [TI] OR"______________" [TIAB] OR " ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________" [All Fields]
Concept (Circle) 2
"______________"[MeSH] OR "______________" [MAJR] OR "______________" [MeSH] OR ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​"______________" [MeSH] OR "______________" [MeSH] OR ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​"______________" [MeSH] OR"______________" [TI] OR"______________" [TIAB] OR " ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________" [All Fields]
Concept (Circle) 3
"______________"[MeSH] OR "______________" [MAJR] OR "______________" [MeSH] OR ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​"______________" [MeSH] OR "______________" [MeSH] OR ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​"______________" [MeSH] OR"______________" [TI] OR"______________" [TIAB] OR " ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________" [All Fields]
Concept (Circle) 4

"______________"[MeSH] OR "______________" [MAJR] OR "______________" [MeSH] OR ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​"______________" [MeSH] OR "______________" [MeSH] OR ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​"______________" [MeSH] OR"______________" [TI] OR"______________" [TIAB] OR " ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________" [All Fields]
Combine results (each step should represent a concept) back together by using HISTORY 

By CLEARing the search box and typing in the different set numbers (as many as you need to catch all your concepts. This example has only 2 (HIV and Developing Countries) 
#5 AND #3
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