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Message from the
Regional Director

Governments need reliable and timely data to give them an accurate picture of the health situation
in their countries. These data can then be used as evidence to develop policies that respond to the
public health needs of their people. Governments need to know, for example, at what age people
die and why; who is treating patients; how many people can access care; how much care costs;
and what treatment outcomes are.

Although much progress has been made in recent years in terms of improving data from the
46-Member States in the African Region, most of these countries still do not have a health informa-
tion systemn capable of collecting, storing, analysing and reporting this type of data. That means that
governments and global agencies have to compensate for the lack of evidence by employing other
methods, including using mathematical models to predict possible trends or best-guess scenarios
based on estimates or extrapolations. Sometimes these methods provide the only available source of
information, but they are clearly inadequate. A lack of reliable information can result in misdirected
funds and the failure on the part of donors to renew aid in the face of continuing need.

During the last decade, despite limited resources, several countries in the African Region have
substantially improved their population health data. The data set out in the following statistical
tables are, in part, the result.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all Member States and those in charge of their
health information systems who have cooperated with us by providing country data

Finally, I urge all those, who may not have done so, to fully participate in this exercise in the
future to ensure complete and accurate representation of their countries’ health and health-related
outcomes and determinants.
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Dr Luis Gomes Sambo
Regional Director
WHO - Regional Office for Africa
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These data refer to the 46 Member States of the African Region of the World Health Organization (WHQ), as illustrated in this map.
The African Regional Office of WHO is based in Brazzaville, the Republic of the Congo. When tables refer to “Africa”, they refer to the
continent and islands as a whole, When tables refer to “the African Region” or “the Region”, it is as defined by WHO.

[t is important to note that the WHO African Region does not include all the countries on the African continent and the Region itseff
is not limited to all of sub-Saharan Africa.

Please note: the World Bank divides the continent into two regions: North Africa and sub-Saharan Africa, while UNICEF
divides it into three regions: Eastern and South Africa, West and Central Africa, and the Middle East and North Africa.
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