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Collection development in health science libraries consumes a major
part of the library budget. Book acquisition, journal and CD-ROM

subscriptions and access to external information resources such as online
services or full-text on the Internet.

Selection of materials for health science libraries has been one of the
priority areas which requires assistance and advise. As part of the Health
Information Support to assist medical libraries in the Region, this List has
been developed taking into consideration a number of factors affecting most
libraries in the Region aiming to help libraries to identify, select and acquire
materials in a most cost-effective way:

1. Libraries are understaffed. They lack human resources to help in
identification, selection and acquisition of library materials.

2. Libraries lack or have no access to systems and tools to be used for
selection of materials and acquisition. Databases and bibliographic
sources are not easily made available or accessible.

3. Libraries lack established criteria for selection of materials and
collection development.

4. Libraries have very small budgets for collection development. This
small budget has to be spent in a most wisely way.

In our selection, special emphasis was made on paper and low-cost
editions of classic and universally acceptable texts. These are usually issued
by renowned medical publishers|in United Kingdom and the United States.

The objective throughout was to attain sound scientific and updated
collection within the limits of the continually decreasing book budgets in the
major bulk of health science libraries in the developing countries. Hence, the
cost of book per title as measured in 67 specialized fields of medicine is
$117.50 marked in Annex | based on calculations made using the list. The list
also shows the number of items per subject and the average cost per subject
area. This contrasts significantly with many of the international lists where the
cost per title is much higher.

The list covers 67 health |science subjects in addition to dictionaries,
directories, librarianship and information science and miscellaneous matters.
It includes a total of 2036 titles covering different types of publications
(books, series, annuals, journals, CD-ROMs ...etc. Materials were classified
for the first time in this series accordmg to the National lerary of Medicine
Classification (NLM).

CD-ROM cost analysis by subject appears as Annex II and this list
shows the number of items per subject and the average cost per subject area.
The average cost of CD-ROM per title has been $188.51




With regard to journal subscriptions, the aim was to select the most
basic and widely circulating journals. Fortunately, these same journals
happen to be the least expensive. Professional bodies also largely publish
these journals. Hence, their scientific and updating merits are beyond
suspicion. The average cost of subscription per title has been $566.27. The
journals cost analysis by subject appears as Annex Il and this list shows the
number of items per subject, the average cost per subject area.. A list of
health and biomedical journals published in the Region and which appears on
the Index Medicus of Eastern Mediterranean Region (IMEMR) is also included
as Annex IV. The EMR Index Medicus has been published on the Internet and
is accessible on http://www.emro.who.int/HIS/VHSL/Imemr.htm

In scope, the present edition has much expanded beyond the original
concept of a medical faculty library. The strategy is now focused on items
generally related to health development within a developing country setting.
Hence, provision has been made for the medical faculty at both the
undergraduate and postgraduate levels. The list also provides a sizable
number of titles related to Faculties of Pharmacy, Dentistry, Nursing and
veterinary. Focus has also been made on the needs of public health
administrators as well as various departments of Ministries of Health,
including central laboratories. Current heated issues of the environment, as
well as strategies of health care have also been emphasized. Items highly
oriented to clinical and research aspects have generally been excluded.
Hence, highly specialized institutions would have to seek other sources for
the development and building up of their collections.

The list has been developed based on searching publishers'
catalogues, the Global Books in Print, specialized material databases, book
reviews and book announcements.

A database using the UNESCO WINISIS package has been maintained.
In addition to this printed copy, the database has been made available in
electronic format. It is available on EMRO Intranet and EMRO Web site
http://Iwww.emro.who.int/HIS/IVHSL/ . Copies of the database on CD-ROM or
on floppy disk can be acquired in ISIS format, ISO 2709, ASCIl or in MS Word.
The file can also be downloaded from EMRO Home Page as PDF file
http://www.emro.who.int/HIS/VHSL/Doc/basiclist10.pdf for libraries that have
access to the Internet. '

The body of the list is presented acCording to the subject category,
which is then sorted by author and title with full citation and price.
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