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SUMMARY REFORT

- The meeting wai held jointly with the Furopean Risk snd Tatidence - A
Lollaboratlve Analysis Study (ERICA) Coordination® and Adyisory Sroup. Nine
partmclpants from seven countries, mainly experts in epidemlology, attended
the meering as well as staff members from WHO headquarters and the Reglonal
Offlc% for Europe.

This was the first Conswitation in the framework of a new project
launched to spread awaréness of the exi&tlng khowledge about the relationship
between common risk factors and the risk of major noncomminicable dlseases, as
well as to encaurage the ap@llCat;@n\of thig kmowledge.

The' general aims of t;he. p:ro;s.ect_- :?.]{E:

- to facilitate the access to and use of existing epidemiological knowledge
“on the contribution of the main risk factors of noncemmunlcable digeases
to mbrbldlty and mortallty, and

- -on the basis of pooled data frmm studieg conducted in different

‘ cauntries, o dEVEIOP methiods of risk assessment for use in hesglth
planning, to facilitate the modelling of expected trends of mottality if
 the levbls %f certain risk fattors in the populatlon are t% be modlfmed.

The existing epidemiological data and obstacles to theif use were
discussed. Tt was agreed that the existing findings on the Possible
contribution of known risk factors guch as smoking, hypértéﬁﬁlﬁﬂ, ébesity and
high levels of cholesterol to. morblﬁlty'and moftality from noncommufiicable.
diseases are not being fu]ly applled parllcularly in the detalleu planﬁlng of
preventivé activities and the- modelling and analysis of expeeted reductions in
morbidity and mortallty. The main réasdbns why the relevant Epld&MlDlOglcal
knowledge is not widely enough known and used are that the rélevant flndxngs
‘afe fragmented and digpersed awong a large number of single epld&mlologlcal
‘studies, with a ¢omseéquent decrease in their g¢ignificance, and that the data
.usually appear in 2 form not ready for applicatien.

SUMMARY REPORTS amm ispued by the Regiomai Office in
French. Getman and Russian, but may be reproduced, dt thnsl ol
Lnto'any othar language, providing due acknowledgement is madé.

Les RAPPORTS SOMMAIRES sont publiés pag i Burean rbg'imﬁl
err alleraakd, angtais, frangais et russe, fmais is pelvent Stie repios
duits; ou "Waduits dans n’importe quelie aut® Bngue, 3 condition
que la souste soit ddment mentxonnm

KURZBERICHTE werden voin WH(J-REgmﬂalbum i Deutsch,
Englisch, Franzosizsch und Rugsisch herausgegeben, Nachdruck oder
U‘be:setzung in andere Sprachen it Quellenangabe gestatiet.

KPATKHE OTYETH H3ORK0TCH PeruoHANLEHLMWM Gopo Ha aHyTiHe-
KOM, HEMBIKOM, DYCCKOM H GpaRilyickom. AILIKEE, MO MOyT.
BLITEH PASMHOMENR! HIM (epeBeleHEl Ha JNOSOH OPYTOA ALK MpH
HIMHHM COOTBETCTRYKUIErD YEEIOMIIERHA.
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Support was given to integrating dispersed epidemiological data; making
them more aceesgible, significant and convincing for use; and putting them
into a form ready for application in health planning, particularly in planning
for the prevention of noncomminicable diseases. .

To avomd the duplication of data collected from a2 large number of
studies, collaboration and involvement with international projects already 1n
possession of significant amounts of pooled data was highly recommended. The
participants agreed that the WHO ERICA project was most suitable to serve as |,
the basis for the further development of the new project. It was recommended™
to extend the present ERICA project and to use its updated multistudy data
base both to implement the original aim of the project and to support the
development of the new project _on the assessment of the relationship between
common risk factors and the development of relevant risk assessment methods.
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