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1. Introduction and participation

The Thirteenth Intersecretariat Meeting on Air Pollution Problems in
Europe convened by the WHO Regional Office for Europe, took place at the
Palais des Nation, Geneva, Switzerland, on 19 November 19902,

It was attended by representatives of the following international
intergovernmental organizations: Commizsion of the European Communities
(CEC), International Organization for Standardization (IS0), Organisatiom for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), United Nationg Economic
Commission for Europe (UNECE), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
and the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe (WHO/EURO).

The Secretariats of the Baltie Marine Enviromment Frotection Commigsion
(HELCOM), Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA), Council of Europe
(CE), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAOQ),
‘International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Intermational Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQ), International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis
(1IASA), Intermaticnal Labour Organization (IL0), International Maritime
Qrganization (IMO), International Union for the Conservation of Nature and
Natural Resources (IUCN), International Union of Forestry Research
Organizations (IUFRQ), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), United
Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), World Health Organization
Headquarters (WHQ/HQ) and the World Meteorological Organizaton (WMO) were also
invited, but were unable tc attend.

& list of participants is given in Annex 1.

1 This report has been issued in English only, for the internal use of the
participating Secretariats.

2 All the meetings, but one, were held in Geneva, on 12 January 1976,

. 9 July 1978, 16 January 1979, 1 May 1980, 11 September 1981,

‘g/ 23 September 1982, 24 September 1984, 10 November 1986, 16 November 1987,
‘ 29 November 1988 and 20 November 1989, respectively. The eighth meeting
took place in Relsinki on 5 July 1985,
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The meeting was opened by Dr Michael J., Suess, WHO/EURO, who welcomed the
participants on behalf of WHO. The participants elected Mr Radovan Chrast,
ECE, to act ag Chairman of the meeting., Dr Suess acted as Rapporteur. The
provisional agenda (Annex 2} was presented to the meeting and accepted.
Initial item 7 on a group discussion on air pollution from maritime
transportation wag omitted because the IMO representative could not attend.

Dr Suess presented the scope and purpose of the meeting (Annex 3),
reviewed the preparatioms, and summarized the responges of the invited
organizations.

3. Exchapge of information

The participants exchanged information on projects completed and
documentation published, and discussed in greater detail some of their
important ongoing activities. The calendars of future meetings were
compared. Annex 4 provides a summary of the various programmes.

While the delegates have submitted details of programmes of work that
will be of common interest, each delegate also gave a verbal account. Some
are of special interest.

1350

150, a worldwide federation of national standards bodies, comprises at

present 90 members, one per country. The results of IS50's technical work are
published as International Standarde. Its scope covers standardization in all
fields (except electrical and electronic engineering standards, which are the
responsibility of the International Electrotecimical Commission (IEC)).
The IS0 International Standards may be used direct, as such, or may be
jmplemented through incorporation into national standards of different
countries, or be referred to in international regulations, conventions,
agreements, national laws, etc. These standards deal with a variety of
subjects, including subjects related to environmental protection.

LEC

Two major plans of general concern are dealt with and have been
mentioned. One is the goal of reducing and controlling the 'greemhouse"
effects, and the other is the development of an integrated pollution control
system within the industrial premises, including the control of air, water and
goil.

UNEE

The UNEP Industry and Environment Office in Paris is dealing with
environmental issues associated with industrial activities, e.g. pollution
prevention at source level. Activities are usually focusing on the pollution
problems as a whole, including air pollution, water effluents and golid waste.

In the 1990s, the work of UNEP/IEO will concentrate on two key areas:
eleaner production and prevention of industrial accidents.

VI
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Cleaner production. This programme includes the establishment and
operation of a network of orgamizatoms, including industries, governmental and
non—governmental organizations, technical and academic institutions and
specialists from all over the world. UNEP/IEO promotes the development and
application of low and non-waste technologies to produce more and pollute less
through four primary activities: seminars, newaletters, computerized
information service and industrial sector working groups.

The computerized information service, International Cleaner Froduction
Information Clearinghouse (ICPIC), would be the main access for the public to
the information on cleaner production. Through its different technical data
bases and linkage with other existing data bases, ICPIC can help identify
technical process options, case studies and industry success stories, as well
as locate documents and experts, and identify forthecoming meetings and
conferences. The "message" centre helps to fogter exchange of ideas and
experience between users. The system is now accessible to anyone with a
personal computer and a modem.

Prevention of industrial accidents. This programme deals with prevention
of industrial accidents and reduction of their impact on emvirommental and

humant health when they do occur. To this end, in 1988, UNEP/IEC launched the
APELL programme for encouraging local communities to develop emergency plans
to deal with technological accidents. A handbook and newsletters have already
been published and the idea of APELL has been presented in a series of
regional seminars and workshops intended for senior level participants from
industry, government, academies and NGOs.

Information transfer (guery responsze gervice). UNEP/IEQ continues to

receive inquiries from all over the world on technical issues concerning
industry and environment. In 1990, more than 300 inquiries were received, 33
of which came from the European area. UNEP/IEO responded by providing
‘technical documentation or expert advice in cooperation with governments and
industrial associations.

QECD
The project on gontrol of major air poliutante (50,, NOy, VOC) has

been completed and the final report was published in 1390. The report
summarizes the entire project, while technical monographs provide further
information on emission inventory, on VOO emissions from solvent use and on
control technologies and their costs. One of the main conclusions drawn from
the project onm major air pollutants was that motor vehicles are a major source
of pollutant emissions in OECD countries, leading to health and environmental
damage and raising levels of ozone, toxic pollutants and greenhouse gases.
Therefore, additional control policies will be required to reduce further and
maintain emission levels from mobile sources. An additional activitiy of the
Air Management Policy Group focuses on the control of hazardous air pollutants
and on alternative policy instruments for air pollution comtrol, imeluding
economic instruments and air quality indicators.

The project on gontrol of motor vehicle emissions (MOVE Project) is well
advanced, with projections of motor vehicle emissions to the year 2020, and
the effectiveness of further vehicle control measures. This has been
supported by technical reports on heavy duty vehicles, emissions of in-use
vehicles and on evaporative emissions. These reports are being finalized in
1990 and will be published in 1891.
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As the use of pon-petroleum fuels for mobile sources is being emphasized

in several QECD countrieg, a report on alternative fuelg has been prepared and
is currently under revisgion. The report contains an analyeis of comparative
environmental effects of different altermative fuels for motor vehicles and
will be completed in 199Ll. Emission projections into the Zlst century
indicate that motor vehicles will remain a major source of air pollutiom in
0ECD and developing countries. Growth in vehicle use is likely to overvhelm
the reductions in emissions per vehicle achieved by existing environmental
policies. A report om lomg—-term trends of motor wehicle emissionsa has been
elaborated ghowing the rising long-term trend in worldwide anthropogenic
emissions and stressing the need for additional and more effective control
policies.

The impact of aircraft emissions on the atmosphere is of increasing

concern in many countriegs due te the global nature of the problem. A new
project has been started by collecting available information on policy and
regsearch activitieg in QECD countrieg. The goal of the project is to assess
the effects of global air traffic emiseions on trace gases in the free
troposphere and in the stratosphere, and to develop possible control options
including structural measures. Work in 1991 will focus on the collection of
worldwide emigsgion data and on the impact asseesment of these emissions.

In 1990, the project on haza : g proceeded to collect
information on the different regulatory and research activities being carried
out in QOECD countries. National reports from seven countries (France,
Germany, Japan, Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, United States), on the
control of hazardous air pollutants, are currently reviewed and a summary
analysgis report is being prepared for developing poliey recommendations.

Alternative policy instruments are r;quired to complement traditiomal air

pollution control programmes. Work in this area is concentrating on the
development of ecomnomic instruments and air quality indicators. A survey on
the uee of economic instruments for air management policies is currently
undertaken in OECD countries. A computericed information system is being
developed and an analysiz will be conducted on the uses and effectiveness of
thege instruments.

A project on air quality indicatorg has been initiated by the growing

interest of OECD countries to make available comparative air quality data and
trend analysis at intermatiomnal level.

WHQ/EURQ

A description was given about the new European Centre for Environment and
Health, administered out of Copenhagen and with two stations in Bilthoven,
Netherlands, and Rome, Italy. The station in Bilthoven will be responsible,
among other things, for the subject on air quality and pollution control, with
a full time scientist located there for this purpose. Activities foreseen
with an air pollution component include a study on Concern for Europe's
Tomorrow, revision of the Air Quality Guidelines for Europe (AQG) and special
projects for easgt European countries.

Reference was made to the new publication (1990) by WHO/HQ of a report om
Potential Health Effects of Climatic Changes. Similarly, information was
given on the preparation by WHO/EURQ and content of a report submitted to the
ECE in July 1990 on Impact on Human Health from Air Pollution in Europe.
Special mention wae made of the recent WHO/EURO working group on health
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effects from smog situations, and to the definitions of winter and summer type
smogs. In conmection with the AQG project, details were given on the
preparation and agenda of the third workshop, the location of which is still
in question. The agenda will include AQG for use in the planning of national
air pollution control strategies, the definition and use of air quality
indicators, hazardous air pollutants by the year 2000 and need and nature of a
revision and extention of the AQG volume. Finally, reference was made to the
WHO/EURO Healthy Cities project and to the fact that one of its components
deals with environmental health aspects, including air pollution.

ECE

Within the recent developments in the implementation of the Convention on
Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution and other ECE activities related to air
pollution problems, particular reference was made to the Working Group on
Abatement Strategies elaborating on the "critical loads™ approach and
preparing a revision of the Helginki Protocol on gulfur compounds. The Sofia
Protocol concerning Control of Emissions of Nitrogen Oxides or Their
Transhboundary Fluxes would enter into force on 14 February 1991. The Working
Group om Volatile Organic Compounds has practically completed preparatory
techpical work for a protocol om Volatile Organic Compounds, which is expected
to be finalized in 1991. Reference was also made to the second major review
of strategies and policies for the abatement of air pollutiom, covering the
period from 1987 to 1990 and to progress in the ongoing international
cooperative programmes for assessment and monitoring of air pollution effects.

4. Qther business

When reviewing the list of organizatioms for future invitations, it was
suggested by participants, and approved by the Group, to omit CMEA and ICAO.
The first, because it was going to stop existing and the second, because it
has shown no interest in this gathering.

On the suggestion of WHO/EURO, the Group approved the suggested change of
the meeting title to the Intersecretariat Meeting on Air Quality in Burope.

As the IMO presentation and consequent discussion on air pollution from
maritime transportation could mot take place this time, it was proposed to
schedule it for the next meeting.

5. Next meeting

The next fourteenth meeting will be convened by WHO/EURQ in conjunction
with the ninth session of the Executive Body on the Convention on Long-range
Transboundary Air Pollution and is now tentatively scheduled for Monday,

18 November 1991 in Geneva.
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CEC
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OECD

ANNEX 1

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Mr H. Peter Stief-Tauch

Head, Emissione from Industrial Installations

and Products,
Direction A
Directorate—General XI for Environment,
Nuclear Safety and Civil Protectiom
Commission of the European Commmities
200, rue de la Loi
1042 Bryugsels

Belgium

Mr Klaus-G. Lingner

Technical Group Manager

Planning and Technical Coordination

International Organization for
Standardization

1, rue de Varembé

P.0. Box 56

1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

Dr Klaus Grefen

Secretary, ISO/TC 146 "Air Quality"
Commission on Clean Air at VDI and DIN
Association of German Engineers

84, CGraf-Reche Strasge

Postfach 1139

4000 i ldozf 1

Federal Republic of Germany

Dr Konradin Weber

I50 Geneva desk

Secretariat of ISQO/TC 146 "Air Quality"
Commission on Clean Air at VDI and DIN
Association of German Engineers

84, Graf-Recke Strasse

Pogtfach 1139

4000 Dii ldorf 1

Federal Republic of Germany

Dr Peter Wiederkehr

Administrator — Air

Pollution Control Division

Environment Directorate

Qrganisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development

2, rue André Pascal

15775 Paris Cédex 16

France

Phome:
Fax:
Telex:

Phone:
Fax:
Telex:

Phone:
Fax:
Telex:

Phone:
Fax:
Telex;

+32-2-235 1050
+32-2-235 Ola4
04621877

+41-22-749 0275
+41-22-733 3430
412205

+49-211-621 4245
+49-211-621 4575
8586525

+49-211-621 4255
+49-211-621 4575
8586525

+33-1-4524 9870
+33-1-4524 7876
042620160




UNECE

UNEF

WHO/EURO

Mr Radovan Chrast
Air Pollution Unit
Environment and Human Settlements Division
United Nations Economic Commigzion
for Burope
Palais des Nations
1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

Mr Andrzej Jagusiewicz
Air Pollution Unit
Environment and Human Settlements Division
United Nationg Economic Commission
for Europe
Palais des Natioms
1211 Gepeva 10

Switzerland

Mr Masakazu Ichimura

Junior Programme Officer

Industry and Environment Office
United Nations Environment Programme
Tour Mirabeau

39-43, Quali André—Citroén

15739 Paris Cédex 15

France

Dr Michael J. Suess

Regional Officer for
Environmental Health Hazards

World Health Organization

Regional Office for Eurcpe

8, Scherfigsve]

21 nhagen

Denmark
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Phone!

Telex:

FLone:
Fax:
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Phonet
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Telex:
E-mail:
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+41-22-734 6011
+41-22-733 9879
289696

+41-22-734 6011
+41-22-733 9879
289696

+33-1-4058 B850
+33-1-4058 8B74

+45-39~171 269
+45-31-181 120
15348
71:DKA110
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ANNEX 2

SCOFPE AND PURPOSE

The Scope and Purposge of the Interszecretariat meetings, reformulated
during the sixth session in 1982, states:

The Scope and Purpose of the meetings of the Intersecretariat on air
pollution problems in Europe is to exchange information and provide details on
completed, ongoing, and planned project activities, reports published, and
meetings scheduled for the fortheoming year or so, with the intention to
strengthen coordination and lead, if possible and when appropriate, to close
cooperation on specific activities between the organizations concerned.

Toward this end, participants are expected to review at the meetings the
work of their organizations in relation to the European situation, as well as
provide information on any activity ocutside this Region which may reflect on
European problems.
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ANNEX 3

AGENDA

Opening of the meeting (at 9.30)

Election of Chairman

Adoption of agenda and introduction of participants
Presentation of the scope and purpose of the meeting
Exchange of information omn:

a) publications and/or documents published (including progress
reports)

b) projects completed and those in progress
c) comparison of calendar of meetings for 1991-92
Discuszsion on documentation to be presented in the future

Any other business {such as technical subject discussion, invitations to
new organizations, etc.)

Date and place of next Intersecretariat Meeting

Clogure {(at 16.50)
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1. HELCOM
2. CEC
3. FAD -
4, IS0
5. IUFRO
6. OQECD
7. UNECE
8. UNE?
10. WHO/HQ
11. WHO/EURO

ANNEX 4
STATEMENTS SUBMITTED BY THE SECRETARIATS

Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission
Commission of the European Communities

Food and Agriculture Organization
UNECE/FAQ Agriculture and Timber Division

International Organization for Standardization
International Union of Forestry Research Organizatioms
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

United Nations Environment JProgramme, Industry and
Environment Office

World Bealth Organization, Headquarters

World Health Organization, Regional Office for Europe
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OECD OCDE

ORGANISATION DE COOPERATION ET ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC
DE DEVELOPPEMENT ECONOMIQUES CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT

DIRECTION DE L'ENVIRONNEMENT / ENVIRONMENT DIRECTORATE
15, boulevard de I'Amiral-Bruix 75116 Paris

Adresse postale/Mailing Addreas

2, ue Andre-Pascal

75775 PARIS CEDEX 16

Pollution Control Division Tel: (33-1) 45 24 98 70
: Fax: (33-1} 45 24 78 7§
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NATIONS UNIES

COMMISSION ECONOMIQUE
FOUR L'EUROPE

Télégrammes : UNATIONS, GENEVE
Tifex ; 285686
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UNITED NATIONS
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