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Introduction

Based on the agreement between the WHO Regional Office for Europe (EURQO)
and the Institute of Occupational Health, Helsinki, a collaborative programmeé
has been initiated regarding the production of practical guidelines on control
and prevention of exposure to PCBs, PCDDs and related compounds. The first
consultation on the guidelines was held in August 1985 in Helsinki to evaluate
the first draft of the guidelines prepared by experts recruited by EURO. 1In
addition, the consultation discussed the content of the guidelines and that of
the Envirommental Health Criteria Document (EHCD) on PCBs and PCTs planned by
the International Programme on Chemical Safety (IPCS); it recommended that
work on these two documents continue, with close coordination between EURO and
TPCS.

The recruited experts thereafter modified their texts in accordance with
the comments and proposals of the above consultation and the revised content
of the guidelines prepared by the EURO secretariat.

The present Consultation was organized in collaboration with the Fipnish
Naional Board of Health as a joint activity of EURO and the Institute of
Occupational Health, Helsinki. It was attended by six temporary advisers with
expertise in medicine, toxicology, occupational health, safety and hygiene,
chemistry and technology of waste disposal, one representative each of the
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development and IPCS and three
obzervers from Finland (Annex 1).

Dr J. Riikonen, Director—-General of the National Board of Labour
Protection opened the Consultationm, Dr J. Rantanen was invited to be Chairman
and Dr V. Silano Vice—chairman. Dr Yrjinheikki was Rapporteur.

Purane

The purpose of this consultation was to review the revised texts and zive
comments and proposals for finalization and editing of the guidelines. The
consultation also discussed and recommended further activities necessary for
publication and distribution.

Working papers

Twenty working papers prepatred by the temporary advisers were presented

and discussed by the consultation (see Annex 2). Furthermore, the revised
content of the guidelines by RURQ secretariat was evaluated.

Discussion and recommendations

1. The meeting evaluated the aim and content of the two PGB documents. It

recommended that work on both documents continue, with close coordination
between IPCS and EUROD.

Some changes in titles and sequence of chapters of the PCB guidelines
were agreed.

The PCB guidelines are aimed especially towards those who now work with
PCBs or who will eventually face PCB problems in their environment or at
work places.




All working papers prepared in time for the meeting were discussed. A
pumbar of modifications and changes in the content of chapters were
proposed which will be taken into account in the final revision of the
texts., It was agreed that the remaining papers should be completed and
circulated to participants of the meeting by 15 February 1986.

The mames of the authors should be listed in the document instead of
including them in each chapter.

All references used in the document would be included in each individual
chapter.

Proposals for the title of the guidelines were presented to the EURO
secretariat which will make the f£inal choice.

To finalize the PCB guidelines, the following activities and time
schedule were agreed:

- revised final version of chapters from experts by 1 April 1986,

- pre-editorial work by EURQ secretariat and mailing to experts by end
of April 1986,

- comments on edited version from experts by 15 May 1986,

= final editing by EURO secretariat according to comments from experts
by end of May 1986,

- publication and distribution of document by end of September 1986.
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