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INTRODUCTION

This glossary has been prepared for the European Conference on Health, Soci-
ety and Alcohol. Its main purpose and aim is to ensure common understanding
and use of basic terms that are relevant to the conference programme. However,
the glossary is expected to have a longer-lasting and wider-reaching impact in
the development and implementation of alcohol policy, and the European Alco-
hol Action Plan.

As far as possible, the definitions used to describe the terms in this glossary are
taken from well-known publications. Sometimes we have retained the original
reference but have reworded the text. Each English term is accompanied by a
definition and notes in English and by equivalents in French, German and Rus-
sian. The sources of information are shown by numbers: thus (1, p. 7) is refer-
ence 1 in the bibliography at the end of the document, p. 7 is the page referred
to in the Lexicon of alcohol and drug terms. Some definitions have been supple-
mented, but the original source has still been cited. Although this glossary is
based on English-language terms, equivalents for these terms have been given
in the other three official languages of WHO’s European Region (French, Ger-
man and Russian).

In 1994 the World Health Organization prepared a Lexicon of alcohol and drug
terms, to which the reader should refer for the definition of other terms. This
glossary covers terms relevant to alcohol policy and includes many terms not
covered by the lexicon. The definition of terms draws heavily on material con-
tained in Alcohol Policy and the Public Good and a number of publications in
the series issued to support the European Alcohol Action Plan. The reader
should also refer to Terminology for the European Health Policy Conference for
a definition of terms used in health policy.
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TERMINOLOGY FOR
THE EUROPEAN CONFERENCE
ON HEALTH, SOCIETY
AND ALCOHOL

absolute alcohol

Ethanol containing not more than 1% by mass of water. In statistics on alcohol
production or consumption, absolute alcohol refers to alcohol content (1, p. 7).
Note: In chemical terminology, alcohols are a large group of organic com-
pounds derived from hydrocarbons and containing one or more hydroxyl (-OH)
groups. Ethanol (C,H,OH, ethyl alcohol) is one of this class of compounds and
is the main psychoactive ingredient in alcoholic beverages. By extension, the
term “alcohol” is also used to refer to alcoholic beverages (1, p. 7).

Syn: alcohol; pure alcohol

‘ a0COJTIOTHDII aJIKOr0J1b; 6€3BOIHBIN (a0COJTFOTHBII) ITHJIOBBIA CIUPT;
YHCTBIH CTHPT

access to alcohol

The means by which alcohol is obtained. Access to alcohol differs by commu-
nity, ranging from no access (where alcohol is prohibited) through systems of
rationing and state retail monopolies to private retail outlets which can be con-
trolled in terms of density, days and hours of sale, and minimum legal age of
purchase (3, p. 143).

See also: alcohol availability; ecological measures
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