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The subject of our study was the stslysls of laboratory work In Madrid hospitals related to
the community. Most of Spain's hospitals belong to the Scelal Security Plan op are affilisted wlth
1t.

As a result of the study we reached the following conclualens:

1. The most important funetion of the hospital in ocur immediate ares 1s the dlegnosls and treatment
of acute Illness.

2. A geographlcal division exists In Madrid and nelghbouring communitlies regarding emergencles and
ambulatory cases,

3. In the foregoing, the hospltsl laboratory gplays & very important functlon.

4. Although the Soeial and Preventive Medieine Programme began in 1573 inthe Soelal Security,
Hospitals, ite developmend has been very slow and the laboratory takes a minimal part in health

exanminations and epidemiologleal studies.

5. The hospltal laboratory has cooperated to gome extent with other hospital departrents regarding
hosplital community research,
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