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In Czechoslovakia the tasks of the health service are undertsken by health facilities arr-
anged in a single health system so that each service is linked with the other to the Lesgt
advantage thereby c¢reating optimal conditions for a uniform and continucus operating health
serviee, This aystem iz made up of facilities for preventive and medical care and facilities of
the hygiene service,

The main unit of the preventive and medical care facllities is the hospital=-cum=poalyelinic/
outpatient department. These units are divided, according to their size and equipment, into
three types: type 1 15 for an area with a population of ¢, 50 000 and has the mein departments:
type 2 is for an area with a population of ¢, 200 000 and has all the usual gpeclalist depart-
ments; type 3 is for an ares with a populstion of ¢, 1 00O Q0Q, also has narrowly defined
speclialist departments,

Each hospital-cum=-polyclinic consists of three parts: hospital, polyclinic and an examina-
tion and therapewtics section which Serves both the other parts and also gll health centres in
the area. This third part, which complements the other two, has, in type 1, & department of
clinical biochemistry, an X-ray department, & rehabilitation department and a dissectlon depart-
ment . In type 2 there is, in addition, an independent transfusion department, a department of
nuclear medicine and, instead of the diasection department, a department of pathology. In type
3 thereis also an independent department of clinical haematology, a department of forensic
medicine, a prosthetlics department and a tissue bank, Taboratories for functional diagnostics
are now being built in facilities of typesz 2 and 3,

Facilitiea of the hygiene service known a= hygiene stations, are responsible for specialist
hygiene and antiepidemic activities. These stations are of two types: district atations, and
larger regional stations. Both types have their own hygiene and mierobiology laberateries,
which are further divided according to their particular tasks,

The lsboratories of preventive and medical care facilities, like the facilities of the
hyglene service,are used for diagnesis and for monitoring of the therapy of outpatlents and in-
patients,. as well as for the noeds of public health. The staff of the heapital~cum=-polyclinic,
apart from their main activities, carry out laboratory tests in connexion with population
surveys under the oncological and cardiovascular programmes, examinations of persons who have
been in contact with infectious diseases, etc. Parsons in whom pathological findings are deter—
mined are examined by specialists, who again cooperate with the departments af the examination
and therapeutics section, The department of pathelogy studies bioptic and cytological material,
the department of fupnctional diagnostics devises examinations for the diagnoesis of respiratory
and csrdiovascular diseases, snd the department of elinical biochemistry carries out certain
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toxicological tests and testa for hepatltis contacts, The laborateries of hyglene stations
mainly serve the needs of preventive medicine and carry out tests for the department of peneral
and communal hygiene, for labour hygiene and for the antlepidemic department; they alse play

an important role in relation to preventive and medical care facilitiea, carrying out bacteriol-
oglcal, virologlcal, serclogical, imunological and paraslitological testa,




