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When considering the psychosoeial problems of children and adolescents, it is necessary to
digtinguish hetween "deviance” and “problems". Ry "deviance”™ we mean behaviour which conflicts
with the social norwms and expectations of a particular group or society, and which lies ocutside
the range of socially acceptable nonconformity.

Devianee usually implies delinquency, alecholism, drug abuse, suicide, etc,, but there are
also some psychosocial "problems' related to normal development, which, although problematic, arc
definitely not deviant, These inglude, for example, all cages of psychosocial adaptation to neow
roles and tasks and participation in now institutions of social life, For the age-group 5-8 years
the mogt important aspect is starting schoel, for adolescents (14-18 years) it is entry into adult
iife and the world of work,

For the age-group 5-8 years psychcsocial “problems™ occur much more frequently than deviance,
The first symptowns of deviance or future deviant behaviour may appear in the next age-group
{10-13 years), Juvenile delinquency iz probably the commonest deviznt behaviour in children
under 14 years of age, In the same group most psychosoeial "problems"” can he related to growth
and puberty, In the oldest age-group (14-18 years), besides the problems mentioned already, such
as how to be an adult, what way of life and what profession to choose, daviant behaviour cccurs
more freguently than before, Its forms are alge more varied (juvenile delinguancy, alcgholism,
drug abuse, use of violenee, suicide, prostitution, oto.).

Regarding the etiology of psychosociusl problems and deviations, we should take into considora-
tion not only the situation of the child and itg family, but alsc some of the macrosocial chuarac-—
terigtics of the societies in which thoy livo, There may be only a minimnl chance of sclving
childpren's problems by offecling changes in mucrosocin) processes, and we should roalize that in
many cases we cannotl LBlume the child's immodiate onvironment lfor all its problens and doviant
behaviour.

Activities to reduce deviance should be directed at the resocizlization precess, for both
curative and preventive reoasons. Here particular attention should be piven to the school, since
in many cases familieg which have other adult deviant members are pot able to correct the behaviour
of their children theémselves, In the development of such programmes, close cooperation between
school staff, school health perscopnel, parents and social institutions in the community is
essential,

The isste of this document dows ot constitute Formal pablicuiion. Bt should ot Ce document ne constiluye pas une publication. 11 ne doit faire Nobjet d'sacun

b reviewed, abstracled ov spualed withoul the spEcegiient of the World Melth somple remdu ou résund pi aucone citadion <ans Fautersation du Bureie

Organi zaion Bepsnsd OMice for Puvope, Ao ghone e respavsible for views pépmemal de ' uvope de FOrganisation Mondiale de Js Banté, Las opinions ox primaes
evpressod in signed arbcies. i Jes srnicles sigi o'enpasent gue leats auteurs,

Hag rosmicn il jokysen 1 ne Heing rcn odmmanssol nyBancamel, He piipainactes

PEUSIHPORATH, AWNOTHPONATY WAH LUHTHROBATE JTOT DOKYMEHT Bes cornacun

Espontfiekoro personaabiors Swopo Banupnoll opraHuiauun sopanooipanenys.

BSl0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTE 3 BIrNADH, BHDAMCHHHS P NOJNHCAHHEA ABTOPAMMH
CTATHAK, HECYT LMK BRTOPLL




