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Opening and grganization of the work of rhe meeting

The meeting was opened by Dr A. Wojtezak, Directer of Researvch, Planning and Human Rezources,
on behalf of the Regional Director, Dr Leo A. Kaprio. Dr Wojtcwzak emphasized the importance of the
study an trends in the demographic structure in the WHO European Region in providing the necessary
rackground information for different actions of the Regional CEfice and in particulsgr for the
regional atrategy for attaining heslth for all by the year 2000.

Dr A. Klinger was elected Chairman and Professer E. Heikkinen, Rapperteur. The participants
of the meeting are listed in the Annex.

Professor Z. Brzezinmski introduced the scope and purpose of the study. He pointed out that
the demographic trends throughout the European Region were similsr despite rapid changes in the
demographic structure of the Member States, and wide variation in their age compositions. 1In
addition to numerical changes in the demographic structurs, the social and economic roles and
Funcrions of varicus pepulation groups, such as women and eiderly people, are changing. Such
chinges have important implications for all sectors of public and community life including health,
aocial and related sevvices.

[t wns thervefore proposed to undertake a study on tvends in the demegraphie structure in the
Eurepean Region in avder to (1) assess changes in the demographie structure with reference ta
social and sconemic roles and functions of population groups in countries with different patcerns
of population dynamics and develepment; (2) examine the way in which different countries cope with
such changes and the measures rhey employ to secure the development and wellbeing of the total
population and vulnerable groups; (3) make recommendations on developing health, sociz) and
related services according Eo the population needs ariging from demographic changes.

Professor Brzezinski described a parallel project on projections of the future health
situation in Burope which aims to predict the development of the health situatiem and its
tpplications for health and social services.

The purpose of the present meeting was to prepare for the planning and implementation of the
study and rhe subsequeat organizacion of a technical meeting st which the results of the study
would be presented, These results together with working papers an selected problem areas, would be
vsed as # basis for recommendations for further action in developing health and social policies in
the Member States.

The agenda of the meecting was discussed and it was agreed that the meating would concentrate
nn the following tepics: (1) outline of the study, indicating the information required from the
participating countries as well as the structure and content of the ahove-mentioned working
papers; (2) provisional programme for the technical meeting; (3) identification of experts as
potentinl authors of the working papervs; (4) preparation of = plan of action for the
implementafion of the project.

Oetline af the study

A discussion followed about the aims and content of the study. There was general agreement
that the following subject aress ehould be covered by the study; mortality, fertility, family
farmarion, migration, and population structure.

It was felt that different groups of people show considerable variation in the above subject
areas based on differepces in the level of education, occupational status and lifestyles, These
factors should be incorporated into the study and, whenever possible, figures should be given for
different occupational and sociveconemic groups.

The main source of information will be based on the existing national statistics {census data,
vitnl statistica) and, in addition, results from specific surveys might be needed.

The historical development of the last 20 years will be investigated as well as the future
projections for the next 20 years.

The demographic treads will be examined in 5-year age groups (unless indicaced orherwise) by
age and sex, starting from the year 1960 and predicting the development to the year 2000. The
fraditional definition of tevws will be used and if in some countries the use of terms differs from
the commen practice the terms should be explained separately. The estimation of the reliability of
the data should be included in the country reports.
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List of indicators

The group examined the gzelection of indicaters in relation te the ghove-mentioned subject
areas. Consideration waz given to the list of suggested indicators of progress towards achicving
health for all by the year 2000 (EUR/RCIO/8). On the basis of the examination the follewing lisat
of indicators was suggested. The items ghould be given by sex whenever applicable.

. Mortalitz

(a} Life expectancy at:

- birth

= 1 year

- 3 yenvs

- 20 yesars

= 40 vears

— 50 years

= 60 years

= 70 years

- B0 years

(b} Infaot mortality
{c) Perinatsl mortality (see also birth weight, point 2(h))
(d) S8pecific mortality rates for major causes (e.g., accidents, suicide, cardievascular diszase,

malignant neoplasms)

Differences between urban and rural areas, occupational groups and regions should be given if
relevant information exista.

2. Fertility

(2) Mat reproduction rate

(b} Age-specific fertility rate (below 25 years by year, then 25-29 years, 30-34 years, etc.)

(e} Age structure of mothers at birth

{d) Perecentage of pregnancies before 15 years

{e} Age=-specific abortion rate

{f) Age-specific sterilization rate

{g) Use of modern contraceptive methods by age

(h} Differences between geographical areas, eceupational groups, educationazl levels, parity,
waight of live—born babies in selected population groups

3. Family formation

Information ie required both for individuals and for households.

Indaviduals

{a) Distribution by marital status by ape (legally married, divoreed, widowed, single)

(b) 1If possible information about cohabitation should be given

{¢) Mezn age of first marriage

(d) Mean age of remarriage

{e} Age-specific rate of first marriage

(£) Age-~specific rate of remarriage

(g) HMean age of divorce

(h) Age-specific rate of divorce

(i) Household membership status (family member, other relative or non-relative, tiving alone,
living in imstitution)

Households
{a) Household composition

{b) Household size
(¢) Zmployment status of family members
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4. Migration
Extornal

{a) Number of emigrants in 1940, 1965, ore.
(b)  Number of immigrants in 1960, 1965, ete.

Both external and internal

{c) Migrstion after the previous census date.

1f possible, information should be provided about the occupational status of the emigrants,

5. Population structure

(a} Sex

(b)) Ape

{e} Urban~turel vesidence (if posaible by the size of locslity}
(d} Educational level :

(e) Employment status by age

(f) Occupational groups, as categorized by ILO

(g} Social groups 1§ available

Structure and content of country reports and working papars

For the preparation of the technical meeting two kinds of informarion will be provided,
namely, country veports and working papers.

The cauntry reports will be prepared on the basis of the above-mentioned indicators. The
length of the reports will be limited to 20-30 pages plus the neceszavy number of annexed
tnhuiations and graphs. The reporta should be written in one of the official languages of rhe
furopean Region (English, French, German and Russian), The working papers and the country reports
should describe the main demopraphic tvends and perspeetives in the European Region, vulnersble

(risk) groups with respect to differences in geographie areas and soticeconomic conditions, and the
tonsequences and implications of the trends and perspectives for policy making. While desling with
dewmographic trends and their implications for social and health services one should recognize the
twreway relationship between the demographic trends and socicecenomic conditions. In the light of
the sppraved aim of the working papers, the following items were suggested for the themes of the
worklong papers:

L. Trends in the demographic structure in the European Region: mortalicy

2. Trends in the demographic structure in the European Region: fertility

3. Trends in the demographic structure in the Buropean Region: family formation

4. Effect of the main dewopraphic trends on young people (under 20 years)

5. Effect of the main demographic trends on adulc people {20-59 yaars)

6. Effecr of the main demographie trepds on elderiy people (60 years and over)

7. Bynopsis of the past and future trends in the demographic structure (based on the country
repoarts)

The working papers will be prepared hy invited experts, The length ¢f each paper should be
about ten pages plug the nacessary number of annexed tabylations and graphs. 1t was recommended
that the latest issee of the UN World Population Prospects should he made available to the authors
of the working papers ro be used 1s a puideline for their wark.,

Provisional propramme of the technieal meet ing

The group outlined the programme of the technical meeting. It was felt that about five days
would he vequired for successful anslysis and discussion of the collected material. The suggested
programme is presented ia Annex [1.




ICP/MCH 025(3)
page &

Timetable for the implementation of the project

The group examined various possibilities of timing the project. It was felt that nearly one
year would be needed for the preparation of the working papers, vhich mesans that the earliest
possible time for the meating would be the beginning of 1982,

On the basis of its considerations the group sugpested the following timetable for the
implementation of the project:

October 1980 Report of the Flanning Meeting

November 1980 Call for working papers

January 1981 Invitations and call for country reports
September 1981 Deadline for working paperas and country teports
October 1981 Meeting of the Steering Group

Januwary 1982 Desdiine for the summary of country reports

February 1982 Technical mecting
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Begional Office for Europe

Ms W. Haddad
Repional Offiger for Family Planning

Dr H.M. Hermanova
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