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WORKIN G RELATIONS BETFiEEN THE J O I N T  COMMITTEE 
( b ~  FOOD ADDITIVES AND THE CDDEX COMMITTEE ON 

FOOD ADDITIVXS IHDEf.h"l 

The Jo in t  Expert Co~nqittee on Food Additives (JECFA) 
t 

c o n s i s t s  of s c i e n t i s t s  who are chosen by FAO and WHO because of 

t h e i r  knowledge and experience i n  t he  f i e l d  of food addi t ives .  

They ac t  a s  independent exper ts  and t h e i r  dec i s ions  a r e  based on 

s c i e n t i f i c  and technical  considera t ions  regarding s a f e t y  i n  use 

of food addi t ives .  The Expert Committee e labora tes  spec i f i ca t i ons  

of i d e n t i t y  and p u r i t y  f o r  the  food add i t i ves  and on the  b a s i s  of 

ava i l ab l e  b iological  da ta ,  i f  adequate, makes recor~nendations 

about t h e  acceptable d a i l y  in take  (ADI) of food . add i t ives  f o r  h- 

The Codex Conunittee on Food Addit ives (CCFA) i s  a sub- 

s i d i a r y  body of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) which was 

set up fo l l av ing  recommendations of the  Eleventh Session of t h e  

FAO conference, t he  Twenty Ninth Session of t h e  WHO Executive 

Board and a Jo in t  FAO/WHO Conference on Food Standards held i n  1962 

A s  i s  known, the  CAC was es tabl ished t o  implement t h e  Joint  FAO/ 

WHO Food Standards Programme, the  main purpose of which i s  t o  

p ro tec t  t h e  hea l th  of conswners, ensure f a i r  p r ac t i ce s  i n  t h e  food 

t rade  and t o  e labora te  in te rna t iona l  s tandards f o r  foods that 

move widely in in t e rna t iona l  trade. The CCFA, making use  of t h e  

recornnendations of JECFA, provides a p r a c t i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  regu la tory  

act ion f o r  use of food addi t ives  i n  food, T h i s  funct ion,  i n  

addi t ion t o  the  information on A D 1  (2rovided by JECFA)  needs 

exanination of such other  problems as ( i )  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t he  

use  of food addi t ives ;  ( i i )  permissible l e v e l s  of add i t ives  i n  

various foods; and ( i i i )  po t en t i a l  d a i l y  i n t akes  of add i t ives  

and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  acceptable d a i l y  intakes, Thus the  a c t i v i t i ~  

of JECFA and the CCFA complement and s u p p l & a t  each other.  



P r i o r  t o  t h e  s e t t i n g  up of t h e  Codex Committee on Food 

Addi t ives ,  JECFA had no t  e s t a b l i s h e d  any ~nechanism f o r  s e l e c t i o n  

of i t s  p r i o r i t i e s  and i n  i t s  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of l i f e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

them on an ad hoc basis.  T h i s  was no t  a problem dur ing  t h e  -- 
U e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h i s  Corrunittee s i n c e  i t  took a number  of s e s s i o n s  

before  t h e  major groups of food a d d i t i v e s  could b e  evaluated.  

Later  s e t t i n g  up of JECFA p r i o r i t y  l i s t s  have not  been c a r r i e d  

out i n  a systematic  way, i n  t h e  absence of an agreed r u l e .  

Sometimes substances have been included i n  t h e  agenda f o r  which tht 

appeared t o  be l i t t l e  demand o r  f o r  which chemical and b io log icz l  

i r i f o r ~ a t i o n  was inadequate:  a t  o t h e r  t imes important new addi t -  

i v e s  wh ich  have been ex tens ive ly  s tud ied  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  d i d  net 

appear on t h e  agenda. This  s i t u a t i o n  irnproved soon a f t e r  t h e  

s e t t i n g  up of t h e  CCFA. T h i s  Conunittee, which i s a n  intergovern-  

inental body, has  d i r e c t  a s s o c i a t i o n  with government agencies  is, 

each of i t s  rnember c o u n t r i e s  and through them w i t h .  the c h e a i c a l  

and food i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e s e  coun t r i e s .  The CCFA i d e n t i f i e s ,  

through an intergoverrmental  f ~ r u m ,  t h e  food a d d i t i v e s  t h a t  

r e q u i r e  i m e d i a t e  a t t e n t i o n  by JECFA and makes a  r eques t  t o  all 

t h e  government S t o  provide a v a i l a b l e  i n f  orrnation t o  JECFA. Thus 

t h e  CCFA f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e  vork of JECFA. 

The a s s o c i a t i o n  between JECFA and t h e  CCFA h a s  so  f a r  been 

a f r u i t f u l  symbiosis, A f low diagram of t h e  working r e l a t i o n s  

between JECFA and t h e  CCFA and t h e i r  c l o s e  l i n k s  with goverwnents 

and indus t ry  i s  shown a t  Appendix I. 

On t h e  b a s i s  of the  u rgen t  need f o r  eva lua t ion  of food 

a d d i t i v e s  which are  used i n  foods e n t e r i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  

i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  anounts,  t h e  CCFA s e t s  up i t s  p r i o r i t i e s  for t h e  

work of JECFA, The Expert Committee i n  t u r n  e s t a b l i s h e s  as  

e x ~ e d i t i o u s l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  S p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  I d e n t i t y  and - i ty  

and Acceptable Dai ly Intakes f o r  Addi t ives  s o  submitted,  



During most of i t s  25  years  of ex i s t ence ,  JECFA has  workl 

i n  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  with CCFA and has con t r ibu ted  s i g n i f i c a n t l :  

t o  t h e  achievement of CCFA which i n c l u d e s  arnong o the r s :  

General P r i n c i p l e s  f o r  t h e  u s e  of Food Addit ives .  

Approach t o  t h e  r e g u l c t i o n  of f l a v o u r s ,  

Approach t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of process ing  a ids .  

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of food a d d i t i v e s  and appropr ia t e  c l a s s  

nanes f o r  t h e i r  l a b e l  d e c l a r a t i o n .  

Considerat ion of s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  food a d d i t i v e s ,  

Zstablishment of l i s t  of Eood a d d i t i v e s  ( ~ i s t  A )  p l u s  their 

maximum levels i n  food and L i s t  C. 

Considerat ion of t h e  ques t ion  of Food Addi t ive  In take .  

Endorsenent of Food Additives P rov i s ions  and L i m i t s  f o r  

Contaminants i n  s p e c i f i c  foods. 

The  CCFA i s  cons ider ing  a s  a p a r t  of i t s  f u t u r e  programme 

of work r e s i d u e s  i n  Eood a r i s i n g  from ( i )  a n t i b i o t i c s  used i n  

animal husbandry and f i s h  product ion;  ( i i )  anabol ic  agents  

used i n  animal husbandry; (iii) migra t ion  of c h e x i c a l s  from 

packaging m a t e r i a l s ;  ( i v )  environmental and i z d u s t r i a l  

c o n t m i n a n t s ,  and (v )  va r ious  approaches t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of 

food add i t ives .  A s  JECFA i s  an advisory body t o  t h e  CCFA i n  

matters  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  of Eood a d d i t i v e s  and c e r t a i n  

csnta;ninants , t h e  continued e x i s t e n c e  and r o l e  of JECFA 

i s  thrtreforeof greater inpor tance  t o  t n e  Codex Co.nnit tee on Food 

~dditives/* t h e  Meqbers  of t h e  Codex A l i n e n t a r i u s  Co.mission. 

It i s  t o  be hoped t h a t  the new I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Programrie on 

Chenical Safe ty  will be  a b l e  t o  make a v a i l a b l e  inc reased  

r e s o u r c e s  t o  s t rengthen  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of JECFA a d  CCFA* 
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Appendix I: A flow diagram of the working re la t ions  between JECFA 
and CCFA and thei r  close links with the Governments 
and Industry. 








