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PREFACE

This bibliography concerns 43 factors (or groups of factors) that have
beatt studied from 1970 to 1984 as possible determinants of intrauterine growth
or gestational duration. The references formed the basis of a Methodologic
Acsessment and Synthesis that has been published separately and is availatble
from the Nutrition Unit or Maternal gnd Child Health Unit, World Healrh
Organization, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland. ‘ ‘

Esch of the cited references contains original data bearing om ¢ne or more
of the 43 factors. They are listed by factor in the order shown in the Table
of Contents., Within each factor, they are arranged chronologically by year,

and within esach year, by alphabetical order of the name of the first author.

In the Assessment and Synthesis menrioned above, mathodologie standards
were established a priori for studies of each candidare factor and are listed
in the Table. The first four standards invelve general aspects of research
design: definition of the target population and study sample, descriptiom of
study participation and follew—up rates, clear demonstration of the
appropriate temporal sequence between the factor and cutcome (“cart vs
horse"), and the use of an experimental design (i.e., cliniecal trial). The
remaining standards pertain to potentially confounding variables requiring

control. Further details are provided in the Assessment decument.

These methodologic standards were used to rare each study as SM (standards
gatisfactorily mer), PM (standards partially met), or neither, G5M studies
generally fulfilled the majority of the predetermined criteria, although
perfect conformity was not required. PM studlies gave some artention to
rigorous degign and analysis but fulfilled less than half of the preset
eriteria, Occasionally, one or more of the criteria were judged to be of

ovarriding fwportance for receipt of an SM or PM rating.

The ratings are indicated on the reference list. B5M studies are praceded

by two asterisks (*¥%), PM studies by one (¥), and studies rated mneither 5M nov
PM by none. It is important to emphasize that each published report

containing original data bearing on the association of a given factor and




_ii...

either intrauterine growth or gestational duration was assessed by the
procedure described, whether or not that factor was the primary focus of
investigation. A study of the effects of maternal cigarette smoking during
pregnancy, for example, might contain data bearing on age, parity, or
sociloeconomic status. Since the specific standards differ for each facter, a
study providing data on twe or more factors might well receive two oOr mMOre
different ratings. We emphasize that these ratings reflect the purpose of the
Assessment (an analysis of the independent causal impact of each facror),
rather than that of the study investigators, and no nethodologic or other

criticism should be inferred therefrom.
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