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1. INTRODUCT LON

The Agenda and List of Participants are given in Annexes 1 and 2. [r J. Barzelatto,
Director of the Special Programme, In an opening address, gave a brief overview of the
achievemants of the Special Programme. He drew attention to the increasing pledges being
made by the donors as a result of which there would be over US$20 million available for
1987, The Special Programme has two maln strategies for achieving its geals. The first is
directly related to research and development and receives two—thirds of the Special
Programme's resources, while the second is concerned with the stremgthening of research
capacities of developing countries and recelves the remailning third. It was necessary Lo
keep thig balamnre in the funding of the two strategies in order to ensure optimal progress
towards the Special Programme’s goals. Steps were being taken to convert the Special
Programme, which is ar presemt a WHO programme, inteo one that would involve cosponsorship by
the World Bank, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Fund
for Population Activities (UNFPA), This change, which {5 schedulad to occur in 1988, will
give the Special Programme a firmer financial footing and place it in a better position to
raespond effectively to the challenges in the expanding field of human reproduction and
family planning research.

Dr §. Segal of the Rockefeller Foundation and member of the Special Programme's
Scientific and Technical Advisory Group (STAG) gave a brief description of the Rockefeller
Foundation's newly established programme called "South ta South Cellaboration in the
Population S¢ciences” which is aimed at increasing research cellaberacion amongst scienrists
in developing countries., The strategles planned for this programme, for which am imitial
U541 million has been approved, ate inm consonance with the spirit of the work of the CRR,
The firvst explovatory meeting was held in February 1987 where a group of 12 developing
country scientists, many of whom have projects supported by the Programme, met to identify
Tesearch areas and projects that could be carried out through a network of institutions in
developing countries. The programme would be willing to consider proposals from developing
country scientists which would involve a collaborative effort with scientists from other
developing ¢ountries, In addition to supporting collaborative research, the new programme
would also consider the support of training workshops in developing countries. One such
workshop in reproductive biolopy has already been planned to take place in Nalrobl in 1987.
The programme could also serve as a vehicle for providing supplementary funding for grants
awarded to developing country institutions by the Special Programme.

2, IN-DEPTH REVIEW OF RESOURCES FOR RESEARCH

The in=depth review of the Resources for Research section is scheduled for 1988, The
results of the review will be presented and discussed at the 5TAG meeting in February 1989.
5TAG, at its meeting in February 1987, has appointed a Committee consisting of three of its
members - Drs Ratnam, Segal apd Short - to carry out the review. The CRR will give the
Committee a background document describing the Special Programme's objectives, policies and
strategles in strengthening research capacities and also the outcomes that have ensued. The
Committee igs expected to meet with the CRR at its meeting in 1983.

3. GRANT APPLICATIONS REVIEWED BY THE TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE (TRC) DURING 1986

A brief review was done of the lists of grant applications that were reviewed by the TRC
during the 12 months of 1986, The TRC iz an internal secretariat committee which uses
policies laid down by the CRR in reviewing and deciding on applications.

3.1 HKesearch Training Grants (RTGs) and Visiting Scientist Grants (VEGs)

A total of 92 applicaticns were reviewed, of which 67 (62 RTGs and 5 V3Gs) were
approved. The breakdown of the grantg according to the disciplines of the approved training
programmes and according to countvies ls as follows:
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Andrology 4 Histology and Morphology 4
fiochemistry 3 Tmmunclogy 1
Biostatistics 7 Laboratory technoleogy 1
Bioassay techniques 2 Molecular biology 2
Computer sciences 2 S5o0cial & Population scilences 11
Embryo culture 1 Pharmacology 2
Epldemiology 12 Reproductive endeocrinology B
Hormonal assays 6 Research management 1
Benin 3 Niperfa 2

Chile 2 Pakistan 2

China 27* Panawa 1
Czechoslovakia L Tanzania 2

Cuba 2 Thailand 5
Indonesia B* Tunisia i

Kenya 3 Turkey 2

Malaysia 2* Uganda 2

Maxico 4

Having reviewed the institutions that had hosted these trainees it was recommended that,
where possible, more institutions in developing countries that have been strengthened over
the past 15 years should be used for training grantees.

3.2 Small (SMA) zrants

These grants which carry a maximum annual value of US$5,000 are meant for WHO
Collaborating Centres for Research in Human Keproduction located in developing countries aad
in Eastern Burope which do not receive major imstitution strengthening support from the
Special Propramme. Institutions starting on a well planned institution development programme
are aiso eligible to apply. A total of 11 applications were reviewed, all which were
approved. The list of institutions for which these grants were approved is contained in
Annex 3,

3.3 Laboratory {(LAB) supplies grant

These grants carry an aanual value of US$L, 500 and are meant as “token” research support
for institutions not receiving other institutiomal grants from the Special Programme. A
total of 33 applicaticons were reviewed, of which 21 were recommended for funding. The ligt
of institutions For winich these grants were approved is contained in Annex 3.

4. EVALUATION OF RESEARCH TRAINING GRANTS AWARDED SINCE 1972 TO INDIVIDUAL SCIENTISTS

In accordance with the evaluation plan approved by CRR-2 gquestionnaires to obtafn
information on research performance and other related issues are being malled to
approximately 1000 past prantees, They have been requested to return the completed
quest ionnaire by 30 September 1987. An analysis of the responses will be avallable for
conalderation at CRR—4 scheduled for April L988.

5. IMPROVING RESEARCH MANAGEMENT IN SPECIAL PROGRAMME SUPPORTEL INSTITUTIONS

The report of the workshop for improving research programmes in supported institutlons
in Asgia that was held 1 to 6 December 1986 in collaboration with the National Fanily Planning
Coordinating Board of Indonesis (BEKKBN) in Jakarta, was reviewed. The workshop was the first
of its kind to be supported by the Special Programme. A total of 24 individeals, Lacluding
research managers and their counterparts in the national family planning programmes in
Pakistan, India, I[ndonesia, Thailand, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and

* 10 in Chinma, 3 in Indonesia and 1 in Malaysia were UNFPA~-funded
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Vietnam, participated in a six day workshop. Among the many general issues in the management
of family planning and human reproduction research that were discussed, special atteation was
paid to strategic plannming, management of research persomnel, the role of research managers,
project selection techniques, networking, prograums and project scheduling, research manpower
development, financial wanagement and the evaluation of progress in institutional
development. A simulation of a emall developing country was developed and used for the
teaching of managerial concepts. The participants gave an overall high rating for the
workshop and commented that training in research management would have been more beneficial
if they had been exposed to suech a workshop at an early stage of their collaboration with the
Special Programme and that the use of a simulation of a developiog country situation in the
workshop had helped in the learning of managerial concepts.

Similar workshops for Chinese institutions (one has already been scheduled for late 1987
and will be funded by the UNFPA) and for institutions in Latin America {(1987/1988) and in
Africa (1988) were approved. An amount of US$50,000 was recommended for each of the
wotkshops to be held in Latin America aud in Africa. Tt was suggested that such workshops be
held more frequently. Other international sgencies could be approached to cosponsor the
workshops because limitations In budget and secretariat time prevented anything more than
what has been scheduled,

6. SPECIAL STRATEGIES FOR STRENGTHENING RESEARCH CAPACITIES IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

CRR-Z made a general policy decision to expand the research capability strengthening
activities in c¢ountries of sub—Saharan Africa. The following activities relate to this
decision,

6,1 Involving more African institutions

Site vigits have been made to Ilnstitutions in Cote d'Ivoire, Ethiopia, Gabon, Tanzania
and Zimbabwe., During these visits discussions were held with the local selentists for the
purpese of assessiug the potential for developing collaborative programmes for institutional
development and fox eliciting proposals for relevant institutional zrants and training
grants, Ag a3 result of the visits t¢ Zimbabwe, the Departmeut of Obstetrics and Gynaecology
of the University of Zimbabwe has submitted & Long~Term Institutional Development (LID) grant
proposal for consideration by the CRR. All the other countries that were visited had
potential for marshalling the resources they have in order to plan for a coordinated
development of their vesearch capacities and also £o carry out some field oriented research,
for both of which they require furxther consultant assistance.

Thoge Afrvican institutions which have collaborated with the Special Programme for
several years should participate in strengthening other institutions. In this context,
concern was expressed about delays in the designation of some of the institutions as WHO
Collaborating Centres.

6.2 Meetings and Workshops

6.2.1 Meekbing of the African Fertility Society (AFS), Nairobi, Kenva,
12-15 November 1986

A meeting of the executive committee of the newly formed African Fertility Soclety was
held in November 1986 in Nairobi under Speclal Programme support. Among the many important
outcomes of the meeting was the formulation of a research plan thar will be implemented
through an African regional netwerk of institutions.

6.2.2 Congress of the African Medical Library Associationm (AMLA), Daka, Senegal, 22-25
Faebruary 1987

In the context of strengthening health library resources in Africa, support was provided
for this Congress in conjunction with the WHO African Reglonal Office. The Congress was held
in Dakar, Senepal from 22-25 Feoruary 1987, One of the purposes of the Congress, which was
the first biennial Congress to be organised by the AMLA, was to promote cooperation among
health science libraries of the region. Librarians from Special Programme supported
institutions in Benin, Nigeria, Senegal and Zambla participated in the Congress.
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6.2.3 Workshop for training in KIA and Other Methods for Hormonal Assays, Nairobi,
Kenya, 4=15 May 1987

A Workshop in RIA and Otier Methods for Hormonal Assays is scheduled for 4-13 May 1987
in Nairobi wherte a total of 18 participants working in the hormonal assay laboratories
attached to lnstitutions being streogthened in Africa will refresh their knowledge and lesrn
new trends in hormomal assay methodologies. The Workshop will be planned and tauzht by
senior scientists from Kenya and Nigeria who were previously trained in the UK through
Special Programme support and whe now work in their respective Special Programme supported
institutions, CRR-2 had approved a budget of US$35,000 in support of this Workshop.

6.2.4 Workshop on Epidemiological Methods, Yaoundé, Cameroon,
14-25% Beptember L1387

A Workshop on Epidemiological methods for Afvican scientists, for which CRR-2 had
approved a budget of US$70,000, has been planned and will be held ia the Unlvereity Centre
for Health Sciences in Yaoundé, Cameroon from 14-25 September 1987. A total of 24 scienmtists
are expected to participate. The curriculum will be planned and implemented in a manner that
cnables participants fo produce televant research protecels for implemesntation on return to
their home ingtitutions.

6.2.5 AFS Inaugural Conference; “Fertility in Africa”, Nairobi, Kenya,
March/April 1988

One important outcome of the meeting of the Executive Committee of the AFS (see 6.2.1)
was a plan to hold an inaugural conference titled “Fertility in Africa”, scheduled for
March/April 1988 in Nairobi. The confersuce will serve as a forum for the presentation of
research papers of which about 40 are expected. A proposal for the support of this
confersnce was conslidered by CRR=3 and an asount of US$10,000 was approved.

6.2.6 Conference of African Leaders, Arusha, Tangania, November 1987

An African Leaders' Conference is being planned to take place in Arusha, Tanzania in
November 1987 inm close ¢ollaboration with the WHO African Regional Office. The Conference
will be attended by political leaders who will be in positions to influence government
policies on the natlonal support of health research and by senlor scientists involved in
fealth rescarch. The overall purpose is bo promote national commitment in African nations,
to health research including Family planning research. CRR~2 had spproved a budget of
U5$50,000 to meet the expenses of this conference. Other international agencles may also
cosponsory this activity.

G.2.7 Tralning on microcomputer applications for the analysis of research data scheduled
for 1987-88

Following the consultant visits to iustitutions (eee 6.3) to assess needs for the
strengthening of biostatistical and computing resources it was felt that short intensive
training in microcompuber =pplications was required for staff from each of the {nmstitutlons
that were visited. The training should occur in synchrony with the purchase of
wicrocomputers for the institutions, Three possible approaches to sueh training were
considered, i.o. workshop to be held in WHO/HQ, Geneva; workshop to be held in 2 supported
fnstitution in Africa and training on site through consuleant visits, It was declded thar
more staff would benefit if the training occurred on aite and also it was the least expensive
of the three approaches., A sum of Us$4b,000 was approved to implement the tralnlog during
1987/88,

6.2.8 Workshop on Research Management scheduled for 1983

A Workshop on Research Management, based on the principles underlying the workshep that
was held in Jakarta (see 5), was approved for implementation in 1988 and for which a sum of
US$50, 000 was allocated.
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6.3 GStrengthening blostatistical and computing resources

Noting the paucity of human and material resources for carrying out data processing in
institutions being strengthened in sub—Saharan Africa, secretariat staff from the statistical
and compufing section of the Special Programme made site visits to the supported institutions
in Benin, Camercon, Kenya, Nigeria, Sepegal and Zambia to make an assessment of needs and to
advise on how each of these institutions could develop their biostatistical and camputing
facilities., Based on the report of these vigits, CRR—-3 recommended the allecation of
resources necessary for acquiring relevant microcomputing equipment and for training staff
within the context of the inscitutional grants being awarded to these institutions.

6.4 Coordination of institution strengthening activities

CRR-Z highlighred the need for coordinating the multiple inputs now being made by many
international prograwwes into the countries of the sub—Saharan region for the purpose of
strangthening research capacities. The presence at the meeting of representatives from IDRC,
FHI and UNFPA provided an opportunity to review progress in the strategies for coordination
amd Lo make recommendations for the future (Annex 4).

7. STAG REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMME ON STANDARDIZATION AND QUALITY CONTROL OF LABORATORY
PROCEDURES

The report of the recent in-depth review done by STAG of the activities related to the
provision of matched reagents for hormonal assays was discussed. This was the first such
review of this aspect of the Special Programme during its existence, Currently there was a
total of about 120 laboratories collaborating with the Special Programme in these
activities, They are located both in developed and developing countries and they receive
reagents mainly for research, although a few receive reagents for serviges, for which a
nominal fee is charged. In the past, decigions on policy amd budger allocations regarding
the provision of matched reagents and related activities have been made by a Steering
Comuwittee and subseguently racrified by the CRR. The budger for these activities, which is
about UF1 million for the biennium, is added with the CRR recommended budgets for
institutional support when reckoning the 2:1 ratio between the hudgets allocated for the
Special Programme's activities in Research and Development (R&D) and Resources for Research
(RER),

The main policy decisions that have resulted from the 5TAG review and subsequent
discussions and which are of direct relevance to the work of the CRR in the fukure are as
follows:?

- The tralning of scientists in the field of hormonal assays and related tachniques will
be the regponsibility of the CRR.

- The developuent of regional and national programmes for the production of reagent kits
and the maintenance of comparable results from the use of such kits will be the sole
responsibility of the CRR. This policy is in keeping with the general policies for
creating self-reliance in research in the developing countries and thus reducing
dependence Iin the future on the Speclal Programme for the supply of such kits.

- Technical and operational decisions related to the actual producticn and supply of
reagents; the development of new assay methodologies and the maintenance of quality
control schemes will rest with a separate smwmall committee which will be cosnnivened for the
purpose when necessary from a panel of experts.

8. WHO EXECUTION OF UNFPA PROJECTS

The CRR was informed of the manner in which UNFPA projects in gaenaral are identified,
formulated and implemented. Specific projects funded by UNFPA are derjived from UNFPA country
programmes £or population assistance which are formulated in cleose counsultation with astional
authorities and are based on the findings of one or more needs assessment missions, The
UNFPA projects for the strengthening of research capacities in China, Indonesia and Malaysia
are executed by WHO through the Special Programme. Secretariat of the Resources for Research
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section of the Special Programme have direct respongsibility for the day-teo—day managenent of
these projects. The CRR fs responsible for the assessment of the progress being made in
these projects for strengthening research capacities and is free to make specific
recommendarions to UNFPA with tespect to the overall fumding of projects.

The UNFPA practice of committiag izself to a 5 year budget, with the provision to change
the budget For the individual years based on availabillty of funds and progress, requires
careful detailed programming. The total 3 year budget which is decided at the beginning of
the 5 year period usually remains the same throughout the 5 years but there may be a
rephasing to subsequent years of funds allocated (o gpecific planned activities depending on
the exteat to which the plans have been implemented in any ome year. When rthe CRE is
revising its grant application forms and also when revising the practices for the award of
LED grants (see section 15), attnention should be paid to some af the positive aspects of the
UNFPA pmechanisms for funding institution strengthening projecis to see whether these
mechanilens could be incorporated into the Special Programme funding practices. When
decisions are made on UNFPA funded training activities the prevailing CRR policies are
applied. For example, when the TRC makes recommendations on UNFPA funded RTGs, the first
criterion for selecting a training institution would be academic excellence and suitability
of tralning facilities, but within this context priority should be given to training within
the country and also in Institutions within the reglon and in institurigns which have been
previously strengthened by the Special Programme. :

The representative of UNFPA, Dr N. wodd, stated that, in general, UNFPA was very
satisfied with WHO's execution of projects for the strengthening of research capacities in
China, Indonesia and Malaysia.

9. REVIEW OF REPURTS FOR JANUARY TO DECEMBER 1986 FROM INSTITUTIONS THAT HAD RECEIVER "CURE
FUNDING™ FUR THAT YEAR

Fourteen institutions which had veceived "core support” for the last time during 1986
submitted reports of progress in Task Force multicentred and single centre studies and also
reports of ofther institution initiated research and research training activities that were
carried out durimg the period January to December 1986 under "core support”. Each of these
institutions, which are iisted in Annex 5, was reviewed and in all instances progress was
considered to be satisfactory., There were no further major funding fmplications for 1988
becsuse these instritutions are funded directly from Task Forces for collaborative research
with WHU or from national or other international agencles. An additional three institutions
which had received "core support” during 1986 had not submitted their reports at the time of
the meeting.

When discussing the report of the Reproductive Endocrinelogy Research Unit in the
Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden, the CRR noted that Dr E.Diczfalusy would be retiring
from the position of Director of that Institutien, On the occasion of hig retirement, the
(KR wished to convey to him its appreciation and gratitude for the {mportant role he has
played in the strengthening of research capacities in human repreduction and in the training
of scientists from developing countries.

LO. NATIONAL REAGENT PROGRAMMES FOR REFRODUCTIVE HORMONAL ASSAYS

The strengthening of national reagent prograwmes for reproductive normonal assays is one
of the strategies that was endorsed by CRR-1 for increasing the self-reliance of the
developing countries to carry out human reprodu¢tlion and family planning research., In August
1984, the former Committes on Institution Strenmgthening reviewed proposals from the Ministry
of Healtl in China and from the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). Subsgsequently,
CRE-1 reviewed a proposal for a bi-national programme between Cuba and Mexico. All three
programmes share coumen vbjectives, to wit, the production and distribution of RIA kits for
rhe & standard roproductive hormones and for cortisel, the development and maintenance of
external quality scihemes and also internal quality procedures, the development of more robust
assay methodologles for the future and the implementation of training programmes required Lo
carry ouf the above functiens.

A broad review was done of the current status of the three programmes.
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19.1 China

Congiderable progress has been achieved towards producing reagent kits, and it secems
likely that prototype kits for progesterone, estradiol and cortisol could be distributed for
evaluation by wmid=1987 and for prolactin before Marech 1988, The facilities and expertise
required for the development of this programme exists in a total of 13 institutions located
in Shanghai, Tianjin and Beijing. The programme is belng coordinated by the Ministry of
Public Health. It is envisaged that on complecion of the developmental stages only two
institutions, one for the production of kits and the other for wmaiataiming quality control,
would be directly involved. As regards progress towards the objective for developing new
asgay methods, refinements to RIA methodology using monoclonal antibodies were beling
developed. Ar present, it may be inmappropriate to embark on developing entirely new assay
methods. An amount of Us$i5 000 for the purchase of small {tems, four consultants in 1987/88
and one research training grant for training in monoclonal antibody techniques was
recommended for fundiang (see section 13.3.38),

10,2 Cuba—Mexico programme

This peogramme will be coordinated by staff of the two institutions curvently being
supported by the Special Programme, the National Coordinating Network for Human Reproductive
Research in Cuba and the Department of Reproductive Endocrimology of the Instituto National
Nutricion in Mexico. The plan is that Mexico would develop the reagent kits for steroid
hormones and Cuba for the peptide hormones. The programme in Mexico has progressed to the
sfage where animals are being immunised, with vavying deygrees of success, for the production
of antibodies to estradiol, progesterone, testosterone and cortisol. Arrangements have been
made with some national phatmaceutical plants to make available production faciliries for the
kits.

In the Cuban part of the programme, prototype kits for prolactin assays have been
produced and are updergoing limited field trials. A staff member from one of the
institutions collaborating in this effort has recently returned to Cuba after training in the
U.K., bringing with him pure pituitary hormones, which he learnt to extract from piltultaries
¢ollected in Cuba, Other sspects of the programme were proceeding well, Based on graunt
applications wade by the respective institutions, the Mexican part of the programme was
awarded a Capital (CAP) grant of US$50,000 for the purchase of a gamma—counting systea, and
the Cuban part US$$40,000 for equipment and supplies as part of theilr LID grant (see sectious
13.3.17 and 13.3.18).

10.3 ITndia

CRR-1 reviewed an outline proposal from the ICMR, and funds for the purchase of
equipment and supplies required for developing the programme and support for a wor kshop were
recommended for approval. Toe transfer of the approved funds is awailting official approval
of the proposal from the Govermment, A WHO/ICMR workshop for senior scientists was held in
1985 based on tesching material produced by three Indian scientists, who were supported
through training grants. The original proposal envisages progress towards programue
objectives through three phases of development and involves gome eight institutions. The
activities will be coordinated by a full-time scientist based at the ICMR in New Delhi.

The current status of the programme cannot be assessed, ag no repork has been received
and no consultant visit has taken place recently. GSteps should be taken Lo re—establish
contact with the {CMR's reagent programme.

11. REVIEW QF ACTIVITIES FOR THE STRENGTHENING OF BIOSTATISTICAL, EPIDEMIOLOGICAL AND
DATA-PROCESSING FACILITIES

With the ultimate objective that all institutions that are being strengthened through-
LID grants should possess the human resources and facllities veguired for designing, managing
and analysing research in family planning and human reproduction CHR-1, in 1983, had
identified some rargets towards which strengthening activities in this field should be
aimed. The targets were identified at institurional, national and iater-country levels and
the approximate costs of strengthening an institution had heen worked out., Bssed on these
targets, reviews were done of the strengthening activities in Africa apnd China.
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LL. L Atgica

Sire-visite made ia March 1987 to 7 institutions (see section 6,3) being supported
tlirough LID grants revealed a paucity of biostatistical and computing facilities in all of
them. Plang were worked out with each of the instirutions as tCo how best their
biustatlistical and computing facilitles could be improved., The plans essentially consisted of
providing microcomputer eyuipment and appropriate software, and, at the same time, scheduling
relevant training for institutional staff. In some {nstitutions, staff for further training
in blostaristics were identified and were encouraged to submit applications for research
training grants. With the provision of Lhe equipment, each of the institutions will be
visited by consultants fo conduct short courses for imstiturional staff rto assist them in the
use of microcomputer applications for research.

1.2 China

An overall plan for strengthening blostatistical, epidewiological and computing
facilities was endorsed by the formet Commirtee on Institution Strengthening in 1984, The
plan iovolved both the UNFPA and Special Programmme-supported institurions. In the trainlng
component of the plan, the following have been implemented; Ctwo courses In statistical and
epidemiological methods were given jn 1985 and were attended by staff from all 8
institutions; an epidemiology workshop was conducted in Chengdu in August 1986 and seminars
in advanced statistics were given in three instituticns in December 1986. By 1988, a rotal
of 26 ataff from the supported jnstitutions would have received training overseas in the
relevant disciplines. As regards the provision of equipment: Chengdu, Shanghai and Hangzhou
will be getring their equipment in 1987, and Beijing and Tianjin in 1988. Plans have been
made for Further tralning activities to occur in 1988 and 1989, and these will be scheduled
in accordance with the schedule for institutions acquiring the necessary equipment. The
fmpiementation of the strategies in the original plan are scheduled to be completed by 1989.
The costs, as ldentified in the 1984 plan, have been substantially reduced, due £o the
aelimiparion of 2 institutions that were in the original plam and fo the decline in the coste
of compufing cquipment. The original plan was well thought out and the lessons learnt during
its implementation shouald be of use to the African programme.

12. BUDGET ALLOCATION FOR GRANTS IN THE RESQURCES FOR RESEARCH PROGRAMME AREA

Table | is based on an expected income level for the Special Programme of a total of
Us$37 million fur the bieanium 1986-1987, A total of US$6,867,000 has been allocated for
grants and operations in the Resources for Research programme area for the biennium and will
be allocated as follows:

TABLE 1
Research capabiliry Provision of matched
strengthening, raagents and quality
including training control
(in US$L,000)
Allocations 1986-1987 5,867 1,000
less expenditures for lY86 3,063 494
Balance available for 1987 2,804 506
Less funds recommended for
1987 by CRE-2 1,212
BALANCE AVATLABLE 1,592

The reviews for applications for support and the funding recommendations for 1988 (s=see
13) were nade in the light of the above budget.
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13, REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS FOR INSTITUTIONAL sUPPORT FQR 1988

13.1‘Change ia reporting cycle

In order tg gsynchronise the funding ¢ycle and the reporting cycle, and also to review
work carried cut in rhe institutions soon after it is completed, GRR-Z? decided to advance ifs
annual meeting from the month of July to the month of April of each year. ¥For those
institutfons receiving Lomg-Term Instirution Developument (LID) srants, this ¢ycle of events
means that in any 3-year perlad fumding for year 3 will pe based on work carried out durinog
year 1. Those institutions which started their LID grants in 1987 were requested to submit
applications for fumding in 1¥88, based on thelr original S~year plan of work.

13.2 Review process

As in the past, the Secretariat provided summaries of the individual proposals and also,
in most instances, the Secretariat made suggestions for funding based on the requests that
were made in the grant applications. Each grant application was assigned to two CXR members
who were requested to make independent detailed written appraisals on a4 form which was
developed specifically for that purpose. Although most of the applications deserved support
to varying degreeg, hard declsions had to be made to sult the funds (see Section 12) that
were made available ro CRR-3., As a result, only 39 of the 45 proposals that were considered
were approved for fumding and many of them at a lower level of fumding thap what was
requested, One proposal wag deferred and will be reviewed on an interim basis by a small
committee of CRR at a later date {(see 13.3.7). Filve UNFPA funded institutions (four in China
amd 1 in Iadonesia) were alsc reviewed aud had their funding for 1988 ratified. These
funding decisions had already been made followlng tripartite reviews (see Section 4) that
were carried out in the respective countries.

13.3 Applications recommended for funding for 1988

WHO Afrpican Region

13.3,1 Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecology, Centre National Hospitalier Universitaire,
COTONUU, Benin

The programme of work under the LID grant awarded for 1987 has just started. Under the
research line of ipfercility, a study of inferrile couples attepding the hospltal is
progressing satisfactorily. Projects on the study of abortions and on trophoblastic diseases
have also been started. The development programme has been implemented to support the
research that is being developed. A total of U3$530, 3500 together with support for research
training and consultants was approved for the second year of the LID gzrant.

13.3.2 Department of Obstetrics, University Centre for Health Sciences, YAQOUNDE, Camercon

This institution, which has collaborated with the Special Programme since 1983, is
continuing its research activities under support from a LID grant starking in 1987. Twelve
specific research projects are in progress in the fields of infertility, family planning and
hiph risglk pregnancies. These were identified as of high priority in the LID grant proposal.
An amount of US$84,500 together with support for research training and consulfants was
recommended for Lhe second year of the LID grant.

13.3.3 Reproductive Biology Unit, Faculty of Science, NAIROBI, Kenya

This institution fs part of the National Centre for Research in Reproduction. In 1986,
CRR~2 precommended support for local salaries for 1987 and encouraged the institution to
develop its own research programmes so that funding could be secured from Task Forces and
other agencies. Tts main strength lies in the development ¢of animal models for research in
reproduction. The unit is working on these recommendations. An amount of US$3,000 was
recommended for journals together with consultant support for 1988,

13.3.4 Department of Ubstetrics & Gynaecology, Faculty of Medicine, NAIROBI, Kenya

The institution has collaborated with the Special Prograume since 1979 and has developed
considerable capacity to carry out research related to family planning and human
reproduction. Projects in ferriliry regulation, factors influencing contraceptive use, in
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adolescent, Fertility, in behavioural agpecte and in abortions are in progress. Two Task
Force wullicentred studies are also being conducted. The institution plays a key role as
part: ¢f Cthe newly established and narionally supported National Centre for Research in
Reproduction. An amount of US$112,586, rogether with research training and consultant
support, was recoumended for approval for 1988.

13.3.5 Institute of Primate Research, NAIROBL, Kenya

The ingtltution, which is part of the National Centre for Research in Reproduction, is
making rapid progress in building its research capacity under Special Programme supporh and
alse support from the European Community, The main research iines are in sperm antigens and
in early pregnancy. It is proposed to start a regular course in Laboratory Animal Sclence.
A gecond year of the LID grant was recommended for funding to an amount of Us$72,000, 1n
addition, support for research training and consultants was also recommended for approval.

13.3.0 Pepartment of Obstetrics & Gynaecology, University of Tbadan, IBADAN, Nigeria

CRR=2 recommended o sum of US$50,000 for 1987 for the Further development of a Fertility
Research Unit (FRU). An additional sum of USH2B,000 was recommended for L9588 to cover the
costs of acquiring microcomputing faciliries and for journals, ¥leven studies, gome under
gupport from otner internarional agencies, ate in progress and many reglonal scientific
meerings were held in 1986 indiceting that the FRY is also playing a regional role.

13.3.7 Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecolopy, University of Benin, BENIN CITY, Nigeria

Tnis new LIV grant proposal was elicited in response to CRR-2 recommendations for
expanding the collaboration with Nigerian institutions., The proposal is to develop research
programmes in infertility which is a major problem in the area. No research lines on
contraception are identified. The proposal aeeds revision to inglude research on
contraception and on other aspects of human reproduction. For this purpose, an amount of
US$5,UOU was recommended for consultant support. In order to get the programmes gtarted
garly it was recommended that the conseltant visit the Imstiturion before September 1987 to
revise the proposal. The revised proposal will be reviewed on an interim basis by a small
committee of the CHR and, if found satisfactory, an amount not exceeding US$25,000 could he
recommended for approval.

13.3.8 Clinigque pynécologique et obstetricale, Hépital A. Le Dantec, DAKAR, Senegal

CRE-2 recommended a sum of US5$24,500 to develop a programme of research on infertility
and on oral contraceptives during L%87 which is the first year of the LID grant proposal
submitbed by the Institution. fTae annual report for 1946 and a request for fundimg for 1984
were not received from this centre. It was decided that no funds be allocated bul that
applications for research training from the centre could be considered by the Technical
Raview Committee and reported to the CRR at its next meeting. Funds for training should not
execed US$25,000, I addition, US$5,000 would be available for consultant support to review
ongolng regearch and to evaluate managerial problems.

13.3.9 Department. of Obstetrics & Gynagcology, University of Zambia, LUSAKA, Zambia

The Institution has been ¢ollaborating with the Special Prograwme since 1973 awd It
submitted a LID grant application to CRR=2 fo davelop research of national importance related
to tamily planning, (afercility and maternal health. The institution is carrying out four
Task Force supported studies on [UDs and vaginal rings, and ong Population Council supported
study of Norplant., A sum of US$45,500 and consultant support for ofe year was recommended
For 5988.

13.3.10 Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecology, University of Zimbabwe, HARARE, Zimbahwe

A LID grant application incorporating a five year plan to develop studies relared to the
evaluarion of conrraceptives, development of male contraceptives, maternal mortality and
infertilirty was considered. A sraff development programme to develop expertise in
reproductive endocrinoloxy, blostatistics, cyrtology, andrology and medical technelogy has
been planned, The development programme was considerad worthy of suppert and a total amount
of U8$54,000 was recommended for approval for the first year of a LID grant, together with
funds for congultant support for one year.

e
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13.3.11 Proposal from the Afyican Fertility Soclacy (AFS5) for support of a conference on
"Fertility in Africa”

A proposal for support of an inaugural conference where research papers on fertilifty in
Africa will be presented and discussed was considered and an amount of US$10,000 was
recommended towards partially meeting the costs.

13.3.12 Training in microcomputer applicatieons in human reproduction research

A proposal was submitted by the Secretariat containing three possible mechanisms for
training the staff of Afvican ianstitutions which were belng provided with microcomputers
under their respective LID grants. After considering the alternatives an amount of US$46,000
was recommended to meet the costs of on-site tralning.

13.3.13 African Research Management Meeting

An amount of US5$50,000 was recommended to meet the costs of the meeting which will be
crganized, planoed and implemented by Secretariast and appropriarte consulrants in a manner
similar t£o the Jakarta workshop (see section 5). The meeting is scheduled for 1988.

WHO American Region

13.3.14 Centro de Biologia de la Reproduccion, ROSARIO, Arpgentina

Implementation of the activities proposed to start in 1987 under a LID grant support had
been held pending the approval of the Ministry of Health of the Govermment of Argentina. The
approval bas recently been obtained. A proposal for support for the second year of the grant
was considered and approved to a total of U5$79,800, of which U8$25,000 was for the
remodelling of existing buildings to accommodate new laboratories. Support for 12 months of
training for staff was also recommended, as well as consultant advice., The wain research
lines are related o basic reproductive biology and ko clinical studies of reproductive
endocrine profiles of adolescents. The institution's rasearch should complement the clinical
research in the Centro de Reproduccion Humana (see 13.3.15) with which research collaboration
should be promoted.

13.3.15 Centro de Reproduccion Humana, ROSARID, Argentina

A Capital (CAP) grant of U5$40,000 was recommended for this institution to enable it to
aequire equipment for ¢linlecal research 1n family planning, infertility and in adolescence.
Research collaboration with the Centro de Biologla de la Reproduccion (see 13.3.14) should he
encouraged. A more detailed description of the institution's proposed 3 year programme of
researeh should be obtained.

13.3.16 Laboratorio de Endocrinologia, Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile, SANTIAGU,
Chile

Starting in 1987 the instcitution will be developing a non~human primate facility mainly
for Cebus monkeys by remodelling of an existing building in c¢lose proximity to the
laboratory, CRR-2 when it approved the LID grapt for this institution, which is well known
for its research excellence, suggested that the facility should serve as a resource for all
scientists in Santiago who are involved in human reproduction research. The original 5-year
plan remains unchanged. A total sum of 05$40,000 was recommended for approval for 1983,
Descriptions of the specific research projects in gamete and embryo interactions and in
pituitary gonadotrophin regulation should be submitted ko GRR—4, Support for 12 months of
staff training was also recomnended for approval.

13.3.17 National Coordinating Network for Regearch in Human Reproduction, HAVANA, Cuba

This network of Iastitutions has acquired a good cadre of rkrained researchers and good
iofrastructure for research hthrough collaborative institucion streagthening efforrs with the
Special Prograwme since 1976. The four institutions in the network carry out Task Force
multicentred studies in infertility and in contraceptive evalusation. Several institution

e T N NP AR S ——
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initiated studies in basic reproductive biclogy are in progress. An amount of U54$94,000 was
recomnended for 1988 which is the final year of the phase out peried for imstitution
strengthening support, together with consultant suppert. The institutionm, in collaboration
with the Department of Reproductive Biology of the National Institute of Nutrition in Mexico
City (see 13.3.18) is developing a regional programme for the production of reagent kits
under Special Programme support. Based on a request for support an additional sum of

U5440, 000 was recommended for acquiring equipment for the Cuban part of the programme.

11.3.18 Department of Reproductive Blology, Natiomal Institute of Nurrition, MEXICO CITY,
Mexico

A proposal for a CAP grant was considered from this institution. which has cellaborated
with the 5Special Programme since 1972, The primcipal strengths of the instiftution lie iu
basic and applied research on conhraceptive stevoids and in the MS¢ programme in reproductive
endocrinology by which many scientists in Central and Latin America have been trained to do
resezrch in human reproduction, The instikution is develeoping a programme for the production
of reagent kits for sterold hormone assays as a collaborative venture with the National
Coordinat ing Network for Humam Reproduction in Havana, which 1s producing the kits for
peptide hormene assays (see 11.3.17). A CAP grant was tecommended for a total value of
U5$50,000 for Lhe purchase of a gasma counter and other related equipment.

11.3,19 Hospital Universitario del Valle, Facultad de Salud, CALI, Colombia

The instirurion has collaborated with the Special Programme since 1980. 1In 1986, it
submitted a LID grant proposal, which CRR-2 considered and recommended that it should be
revised using consultant support., Following a consultant visit early in 1987, a new proposal
was submitted to CRR3., The institutionm received 'core support' in 1986 and was requested to
send a report for thar period, but no report has been received. There has been a recent
change in the leadership of the group of researchers. The new LID grant proposal 18 to
develop further reseacch in contracepkiom, dnfertility, and in social and behavioural aspects
of Fertility regulation. Since no information was available on the research carried out in
1986, CRR-3 recommended for approval only those funds required for the continuation of the
salaries of supporting staff, and funds for journals and laboratory supplies, all of which
ameunted Lo US$18,500 togerher with consulrant assistance.

13.3.20 Centre for Research in Human Reproduction, Ministry of Health, PANAMA CITY, Panama

After nearly five years of preliminary work, during which period the Special Programme
provided intermittent consultant support to agsist the institution in formulating a2
development plan, a new LID grant proposal wag received and reviewed. The propogal aims o
develop the appropriate Infrastructure and human resources to carry out a research programme
on service and social aspects of fertility regulation, safety and efficacy of contraceptives,
inferrility and hormonal assays., An amount of US$81,000 waz recommended for approval for the
first year of a LID grant, together with funds for research training and consultank support.

13.3.21 Universided Peruana Cayetano Heredia, LIMA, Peru

The institubion has already started work under support provided during the first year of
a LID grant awarded to it by CRR=2, There are no major changes to the original LID proposal,
which aims at expanding its ongolng research {n fertility and hormenal changes at high
altitudes. The institution's scientists have a2lso submitted projects related to

contraceptive evaluation, dofertility snd basic reproductive endocrinology. A total of
U5$73,000 and funds for research training and consultant support wasc recompended for approval.

13.3.22 Workshop on Research Management for Latin America.

An amount of Us§50,000 was recommended for a workshop gimilar to the one conducted in
Jakarta (see section 5). The workshop is tentatively scheduled for 26 May to 2 June 1988.
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WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regilon

13.3.23 Department of Obstetrics and Gymascology, Shatby Maternity Hospjral, ALEXANDRIA,
Egypt

The institution has received institution strengthening support since 1972 and has
collaborated in Task Force multicentred trials on long—acting systeule contraceptives and on
oral contraceptives. WNearly 60 resgearch projects are listed ag being carried out with
support from national sources. The institution needs no major institution styengthening
support. A& Small (SMA) grant of US$5,000 was recommended to cover the costs of laboratory
supplies and journpals.

13,3.24 Centre for Research in Human Reproduction, TUNIS, Tunigia

The Centre has collaborated with the Special Programme since 1978, since which time it
has received institution strengthening support, Currently, six Task Force studies related to
infertility, IUDS, countraceptive vaginal rings and post—coital contraception are In
progress., The LID grant proposal, which was approved by CRR-2, aims to expand the ongoing
research programmes in contraception, reproductive endocrinology, iufertiliry and abortion.

A sacond year LID grant totalling US$118,400 was recommended for approval. In addition,
relevant support for the training of staff and for consultants was also recommended.

WHO European Region

13,3,25 Department of Public Health, School of Medicine, Hacettepe University, ANKARA,
Turkey

The instiftution has ceollaborated with the Special Programme since 1972, mainly in social
science and health services research, CRR-2 recommendad US$30,000 as part of a phasing out
of core support and suggested that the Institution, which has good capabilities for further
development as a training centre for goclal seclence researchers, could submit a proposal for
support of a masters degree course, Although the institution requested further support for
salaries, CRR3 falt that it could only recommend 2 SMA grant of US$5 000 as a stop—gap
measure until the full proposal was seen.

13.3.26 Proposal for support of a workshop in Andrology in the USSR

The Secretariar submitted a proposal for partial support of a one-week workshop in
andrology for scientists in the USSR, Under a general agreement made with the Special
Programme, the Govermment of the USSR will meet the local costs of the participants and the
teaching faculty and also part of of the travel for the teaching faculty from ouside the
USSR. An amount of US$5 000 was requested and approved to meet part of the travel costs of
the faculty.

WHO South-East 4sia Region

13.3.27 Indian Council of Medical Regearch (ICMR), NEW DELHI, India

CRR-2 approved a LID grant for 3 years to build a network of four institutions that
would be capable of carrying out research on services and behavioural issues. BSupport was
approved for the second year, i.,e.,, 1988, to meet half of the costs of staff salaries and
other regearch amd tvaining expenses which amount to US$65,Q000.

13.3.28 Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Postgraduate Institute of Medical
Fducation and Research, CHANDIGARH, India

This institution has collaborated with the Special Programme since 1972, since which time it
has developed a capacity to carry out both laboratory and clinical research. It collaborates
extensively in Task Force research. Durlng 1986, it carried out 9 WHO multicentred studjes
related to IUDs, vaginal rings, post-ovulatory methods and infertility. It has several
naticnally—funded projects, including those on vaccines, herbal contraception and the effects
of vasectomy. A request was made for support for the second year of an LID granmt for staff
salaries and for other research expenses. A grant trotalling US$28,425 was recommended,
together with trainiag support for 12 months for selected insitutional staff.
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L3.3.29 ALl India Llnstitute of Medlcal Sciences (ALlMs): NEW DELHT, Iondia

The institution being strengthened is constituted by b deparcments , including a primate
research facility of the ALIds. <Collaboration with the special Programme has cxisted =since
1472, Each of the & sections has developed its own research programme in a range of topics
related to human reproduction. The Department of Obstetrics and Gyvnaecology, Department of
Surgery amnd Che primate research facility have collaborative studies funded by Tasak Forces.
The application made was for a UAP zrant to purchase new RIA eqguipment to replace the defunct
equipment supplied by the Special Prograume wore than ten years earlier. An amount of
U5§50,000 was recomménded to meet part of the cost of the new equipment with the comdition
that it be accessible to all the units of the institution collaborating with the Special
Programme sud that the ingtitution provide ovidence of having obtained at least matching
funds from national and other sources.

13.3.30 Pamily Heslth Division, Departwent of Health, Ministrey of Public Health, BANGKOK,
Thailand

A LIV grant application to develop a network of 7 institutions located in several
provinces of the country was reviewed., Four of the institutions are linked te wniversities
and three are Maternal and Child Health Centres. The developmental project will be
coordinated from the Institute of dealth Kegearch in sangkek and the Hational Family Planning
Programme. Initial research will be related to the evaluation of Norplaant and of drugs for
the reduction of bleeding in UMPA users. A series of short, group-=learning activicies and
other staff development activities are planncd. A flrst year LID grant tocaliing UsE60, 600
was recommended, ipcluding sapport for the research training of staff for a total of 24
mounths. Most of the training of staff should take place within Thailand, which has many
well—~developed training facilities.

13,3,31 Ingritute of Population and Social Research, Mahidel University, BANGKOK, Thalland

The imstitution was originally part of Mahidol University's Faculty of Public Health and
subsequently grew to become an independent regearch and training ipstitution. The L1D grant
application is for support for the f[irst tew yeats of development of a masters degrea
programme in family planning and population regearch that would serve as a research training
facility for both a national and regional level. The course consists of formal course work
for the first year followed by a regearch project, the data for which wili be coliected In
the trainces' home institution. Tne grant application gives details of each of the course
units that will be taught in the first year. The CRR felt that it may be unpecessary for the
trainee to spend a whole year collecting data in the home institution and that there shouid
be sufficient flexibility to cater for the learping needs of Iindividual students. A total of
Usdas, 700 was recommended for the first year of a grant for the development of the Mbe
course. Relevant consultant support for a two-week visit to further develop the curriculum
plan wos alse recommended for approval.

L3.3.32 separtment of Ubstelrics and Gynaecology, Chulslongkorn University, BANGKUK,
Thailand

A total of US$34 876 and 13 months of research training support for institutional stalt
wes recomnended for Lhe second year of a LID grant for this institutien, which has
vollaborated with the Special Programume since A976. There are nine Task Force studies in
progress and nine other investigater—initisted projects. The projects deal with a wide range
of research topics varying from the evaluation of contraceptives under development to studies
on the satety and efficacy of those in use. The institution normally conducts workshops both
on the service and research aspects of family planning.

L13.3.33 Human Reproduction Study Group, Faculty of dedicine, University of Indonesia,
JAKARTA, lndonesia

This institurion's application for a LID grant to develop research programmes on the
safety and elflcacy of contraceptive method, pharmacokinetics of new drugs, reproductive
endocrinology and 1n androiogy had been approved by CRRI and the work identified in the
proposal was to stact in 1987. In the applicatlon for suppert for 1988, there have been no
changes in the original plan. Funds teralling US$35,750 and research training support for
one year for institutional stalf were recommended.
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13.3.34 Biomedical and duman Reproduction Study Group, Medical Faculty, Hasanuddin
University, UJUNG PANDANG, Tndonesia

CHR-2? had recommended a LID grant proposal to develop evaluation studies on long—acting
systemic agents, research in andrology and research in endocrinoleogy The grant commenced in
1987, The application for support in 1988 does not indicate any changes to the original
pian. A grant of US$30,000 was recommended. One consultant visit and research traininog
support for one year for staff development were also recommended for approval.

13.3.35 Biomedical and Human Reproduction Study Group, Medical Faculty, Airlangga
University, SURABAYA, Indoneszia

This institution had applied to CRR~2 for a LID grant to further develop programmes in
¢linical research and in endocrinology. The grant was recommended for the first year, and
two Australian scientists had recently visited the institution to assist researchers in
developing specific projects, many of which are in the fielid of male reproduction. A grant
of US$27,450, further consultant support and a ome~year research training grant were
recommended for approval for 1988.

Western Pacifi¢ Region

General Comments on China

The strengthening strategles used in the overall long-term plan for the strengthening of
resgarch capabilities in China, which included both the Special Programwe and UNFPA supported
institutions, were compended and it was observed that some of the experience could be useful
for similar programmes elsewhere. 1t was noted that most of the research trainling had taken
place outside China, The tiwe was now appropriate to develop a plan for research training
that would take increasing advantage of those centres within China that were becoming stromy
in the field of human reproduction research and with a lessger emphasis on oversess tralning.
An attewmpt will be made to develop such a plan in consultatlon with the respective
institutions., However, it should be noted that this trend has already been apparent during
the past two to three years ia the stronger institutions, such as the ome in Shanghai where
large numbers of scientists from other Chinese institutions are now being trained, The six
Chinese institutions that were reviewed seemed to be progressing at different rates towards
their goals for iunsitutional development, even though they were receiving similar levels of
assistance. This could be partly linked to the duration of external support that they had
received so far. The developmental process could be accelerated, if there was more
interaction between the directors of the different institutions. BSuch interaction could, for
example, be achieved tnrough annual wmeetings. At present, interaction between senior staff
of institutions occcurs at scientific meetings and also during those Special Programme-—
supported gite-visits which include staff frow other Chinese lastitutions., CReE=4 would
consider an overall plan for China for the next five years and the costs of implementing the
plan (see section 1§). ‘

13.3.36 Shanghai Institute of Planned Parenthood Research, SHANGHAT, China

This research capacity of the institution has grown considerably since its establishment
in 1979, during which year collaboration with the Special Programme was also started. 1t is
playing a significant national and even a regional role in researvch and research training
activities, The 1986 report summarises progress in 31 studies in a wide range of topics
related to human reproduction, The institution will become responsible for implementing a
portion of the research planned in China's Seventh Five-~Year Plan. 7The LID grant proposal,
which CHR-2 reviewaed in 1986, was highly rated and support was recommended for the first
year. For the second year, a total of U5$113,813 was recommended, together with US519,000
for consultants and Us$20,000 for journals. In addition, 24 months of researeh training for
developing the human regources of the institution was also recomunended.

13,3.37 Family Planning Research Institute of Zhejiamg, HANGZHOU, China

The LID grant proposal to strengthen its capacity to carry out research of importance to
the Zhejang province and Lo parxticipate in national research programmes was vecommended for
funding by CRX-2. The institution's strength lies in research required for the development
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of systemically administered long-acting contraceptives. The research programmes that were
plauned under the LIV grant proposal temain essentially unchanged. A grant totalling
Us$L51,050 was recommended, together witin Us$15,000 for consulfants.

13.3.38 Chinese Programme for the development of reagent kits for hormonal assays

A brief review was dome of this programme (see section 10.1) for the production of
reazent kits for reproductive hormonal assays. An amount of U5$15,000 was recommended for
the purchase of equipment required by thres lnstitutions participating in the programme. In
additvion, support for four consultants during 1987/88 and one research training grant was
racommended for approval.

i3.3.39 Lepartment of Obstetrics and Cynaecology, Natienal University of Singapore,
BINGAPORE

This lLarge well-established institution in 1986 collaborated in eight Task Force
multicentred studies dealing with the evaluation of contraceptives and with infercility.
CRE-1 recommended that major research~strengthening support te the institution should be
phased our and that it should draw its research fumds from the respective Task Forces or
other sources. An indication of its research capacity is reflected in the fact that the
institutfon's report for l98p lists &8 research projects in progress, all of which were
related te fertility regulation., U5$32,600 was recommended for 1988 to meet part of the
costs of salaries and jouruals.

13,3.40 Institute of Gynaecology and Obstetrics, HANOL, Vietnaw

The institution has collaborated with the $pecial Programme since 1979, Two Force Force
supported multicentred studies were carried out during 1986. CRR-2 had recommended a LID
Arant to develop epidemiological-oriented research in family planning, including studles on
the safety and efficacy of contraceptive methods in use iIn Vietnam. Resources are required
to pulld sufficient infrastructure support, including human resources, to implement the
research programmes identified in the proposal. For the second year of the grant, an amount
Gf USE77,000 was recommended for approval. In additiem, two one—year research training
grants were recommended and continued consultant support.

13.4 Review of UNFPA—funded projects (see section 8)

WHO south—-Eust Asia Keplon

L13.4.1 National Family Planning Coordimating Board { BKKBN), JAKARTA, Indonesia

BEKBN 1s an indepeadent Governmeut body which is responsible for the natfonal family
planning programme and also for coordinating research activities related to family planning
in Indonesia. The present project, which began in 1986, includeg nanpower development,
tmprovement of physical facllities Koy research and support for both multi~ and
single—centred studies relating to family plaoning in 11 universities in Indonesia
coordinated by BEKBN. In 1988 support is to be provided for three multicentred research
projects, two simgle centre projects, consultant assistance for the development of research
programmes, research training and the further development of endocrine assay facllities,
Activities under the project are proceeding as planned and CCR-3 endorsed the project.

WHO WEsterQ_Paclfic Heypion

13.4.2 National Research Institute for Family Plapming, BELJING, China

The aim of this project was to build up the institution as a focal point for research
and researci training in family planning and to assist the Government in the planning and
implementation of multicentred studies of importance to the national famiily plannlnog
programnes,. The first S-year cycle of UNFPA support was completed in 1984. During the
current cycle, it is proposed to continue to develop research in 8 main areas: female
methods, including [UDs and vaginal ringsi epidemiology; ¢linical endocrinology and assay
development; pharmaceutical chemistry; basic research in andrology;clincial reseanch In
men; reproductive immunoleogy, and social and behavioural aspects. The iastitution
collaborates extensively with the work of the Task Forces., 1t was noted that a total amount
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of U5$418,000 had been allocated for the year 1987, which is the third year of the current
2=year cycle. Overall progress was considered to be satisfactory. The forthcoming workshop
in research management is a significant step towards the further strengthening of the
institution,

Some concern was expressed at recent unespected changes in management and at lack of
adequate overall progress. During the tripartite geview, recommendarions were made and

agreed at overcoming problems that may arise as a result of the administrative changes.

13,4,3 Family Planning Research Institute of Sichuan, CHENGDU, China

UNFPA funds have supported the institution since wid-1982. The institution is currently
in the third year of a 5-year cycle of institution strengthening support, for which year an
amount of US§400,000 has been allocated. The geographical location of the institution
presents unique opportunities for large=scale safety studies, The main focus of the research
ig in andrology, particularly the follow—up of vasectomized men, in which it collaborates
with the Male Task Forece. In addition, there are ongoing programmes in reproductive
endocrinelogy and in female methods. Progress in institution building was proceeding at an
oprimal vate and the project was endorsed.

13.4.4 Family Planning #esearch Institute of Guangdong, GUANGZHOU, China

The ipstitution, was founded in 1976 apnd has a total number of staff of about 120. As
with the institution in Chengdu, the purpose of the UNFPA support was to strengthen the
institution's capacity to carry out research of relevance to the local province and to
participate in natioenal research programmes, The UNFPA will be providiog a total of US$1.5
million over a J-year period. Ongoing research is concerned with IUDs, female sterilization,
wale fertiility and birth control vaccines., The institution has made a successful start in
its collaborative activities with WHO and UNFPA, but there is potential for fmprovement of
collaboration with other institutions within the province, The proposed budget of Us$532,974
for 19838 was ratified,

13.4.5 Tianjin Municipal Kesearch Institute for Family Planning, TIANJIN, China

The instituticn is linked te the Tianjin Medical Coliege and serves as one of its
regearch Facilities. UNFPA gupport commenced in mid-1982 gud the current cycle of support
extends to 1989. An awount of U5$189,500 1s allocated for 1988, There are f[ive main
institutional research groups related to different research fields, i.e: oral
contraceptives; LHRH analogues; endocrinelogy; wvaginal spermicides, and clinical research
in women. While eundorsing the current research and future research plans, concern was
expresed at the poor management practices that prevailed in the institution, The
recommendations of the gite visit were also endorsed.

14, RE-ENTRY GRANTS

Funding of re-eutry grants is done using fhe buiget allocated to Resources for Research
and, hence, comes under the purview of the CRR,

A brief review was dome of the purpose amd the current policies underlying the award of
re=entry grants, and ir was decided that the current policies should prevail for the award of
these grants until 2 more detailed teview is carried out at the next meeting, when more data
will become available from the proposed survey of past traimees, A total of 83 re—entry
grants have been awarded since 1972, and over the years there has been a gradual falling-off
in the aumber of trainees who have been awarded such grants.

The curreat pelicy is that trainees who nave recently returned to their home
lnstitutions after training which was supported by the Special Frogramme and, in some
lnstances, by other sources ave eligible to apply for these grants, They are meant to assist
the zrantee in carrying out a relevant research project in family planning and human
teproduction using the knowledge and skills acquired during training. The research project
propesal, which should be subject to the normal reseacrch review proceses of the Special
Prograumme, can be funded to & maximum value of US$10, 000,
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1%, REVIEW OF INSTITUTIONAL GRANT APPLICATION FORMS AND REPORTING FORMS

The current forms for obtaining profiles of institutions and forms for applying for LI
grants were developed for the first time two years ago. Their use during this time had
revealed some inadequecies which need correction. The present formats of these forms shou ld
be revised by the Secretariat and the revised formats should be presented at the next meeting
of CRR.

The curtrent Formats for reporting ou the individual research amd vesearch training
activities in institutions seemed satisfactory and they should be incorporated into a
reporting format that wili include all the activities which were planned for implementation
during the reporting year, as stated in the LID grant application form.

16. INSTITUTIONS THAT HAVE MADE INITIAL CONTACTS WIWH THE SPECIAL PROGRAMME ENQUIRING ABOUT
POSSTALE INSTITUTION STRENGTHENING SUPFORT

As a resulr of the disseminarion of information about the Special Prograume’s new system
of imstitutional grants and tralning grants through various chanpels, including the WHO's
Regional Offices and the Special Prugramme's uewsletter, many institutions in developling
countries have made initial contacts enquiring about the possibility of applying for such
grants, DBeing aware of the limitation of the funds avallable for research capability
strengthening activities, the Secretariat have responded to such regquests in a manner so ag
not necegsarily to ralse expectations, CBR-3 briefly reviewed cases where initfal contacts
had been made by L} institutions in developing countries. Some of these institurions had
submitted completed institution profile forms. The CRR recommended that the Secretariat
copntinue with negotiations, bearing in mind CRR policies with respect to a fair and balanced
gevgrapbical distribution of institution strengthening activities. The possibility of
collaborating with other international programmes, such as the IDRC, Ful and the Rockefellerx
Foumdat lon {see section 1) in providing support for these institutions should be explored.

Where appropriate, Institutions in this category should be included in the overall plans
for zach reglon that will be discussed at CRK=4 (see section 18). This would alseo be
applicable to the two primate centres in China = Kuominz and Fuzhou - which had been swarded
Smail {8MA) grants and research training grants in 1986,

1%, MORE LNVOLVEMENT OF CRR MEMBERS IN SITE-VISITS AND OTHER SECRETAREAT ACTIVITIESS

The mewmbers felt that they should be more invelved ia the implementation of the CCR's
policies at the actual institutional level. With this in view,it wag felt that more CRR
members should be included fn site—visits to institutions. Selection of CER members to
site-visit institions should be based on the watching of the technical competence of the
individual CRK members to the research programmes being developed in the institution to be
visited. Since the detailed review of grant applications from any one institution over the
years is the responsibility of the same two CRR members, it would be preferable that the
respective members actually make site-visits to the institutions that they review. Wherever
possible, CRY members should be included in Special Programme—supported research management
workshops and other related activities. Arrangements for involving members in the
inplementation of CRK policies will be facilitated if members could intimate to the
Secretariat, well in advance, their work schedules and travel plans for the year.

38,  FOURTH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES FUR RESEARCH (URR=4)

18,1 Date for CRR-4

The date for the fourth weeting of the CRR was fixed for 22 vo 29 April 1988,

18,2 Agenda items to be included

- overall plans, by region, for research capability strengthening activities for
the next five years, including costs;

- strategies for greater jovolvement of the Task Forces in the institutions that
have completed their reseavrch capability strengthening projrammes and in
institutions that are currently being strengthened through LID grants,
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SPECTAL PROGRAMME OF RESEARCH, DEVELOPHMENT AND RESEARCH
TRALRING IN EUMAN REPRODUCTION

Third meeting of the
Conmittee on Regources for Regearch (CRR-3)
24 Apyil - 1 May 1987

AGENDA

INTRODUCTION

Director HRP will open the meeting. This session will also be used to share with the
CRR the imitiatives being taken by the Rockefeller Foundation st strengthening research
capacities of ipstitutions in developing countries through a programme of “South to South”
coilaboration. .

1. REPORT OF CHR-2Z AND COMMENTS BY STAG AND PCAC

This report, which was earlier circulated to all members, was seen by the Scientific and
Technical Advisory Group (STAG) and by the Policy and Coordination Advisory Coumittee
(PCAC). CRR-3 is requested to make observations, if any, on the deocuments,

2. SECRETARYAT REPORT ON SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 3INCE CRR-2

2.1 HMeeting on "Improving Institutional Research Programmes” held in Jakartas, 1-3
December 1986

2.2 Progress in implementing the regional programme in Sub=5aharan Africa

2.3 Progress in the evaluation of Research Training Grants (RTGs)

2.4 Grants recommended by the Technical Review Gommittee (TRC) during 1986
2.5  Procedures for the designation of WHO Collaborating Centres

These reports are for information. CRR-3 is requested to make comments, if any.

3. WHQ EXECUTION OF UNFPA PROJECTS

The WHO is the executbing agency for institution strengthening projects in China,
Indonesia and Malaysia. HRP has day-to-day responsibility for their management in
conjunction with the vespetive WHU Reglonal Office. Since the CRR (s called upon to make
recommendations on these projects (see agenda item 7.3) which are developed in & wmanner
different to the pormal CRR procedures, at the last CRR mecting a request was made for an
explanation of the procedures involved.

4. PHOGRAMME ON STANDARDIZATION AND QUALITY CONTROL OF LABORATORY PROCEDURES

This programme was recently reviewed in-depth by 5TAG. The three major activities of
the programme are!

(a) the supply of matched reagents for hormonal assays and maintaining an external quality
control for these assays;

(b) strengthening the development of national programmes for the production and supply of
aggay reagents; and

{c) research into new assay methodology.
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A discusgion on this agends item Is wmeant to facilitate the decisions to be made under
agenda item 7.4 where the CER {8 requested to recommend budgetary allocations for national
PLOZr3mne &5,

3. BUDGET
The budgeting procedure of the Special Frogramme will be explained. An estimate will be
given of the funds likely to be available for training grants and institutional grants during

1987 and the 19488-1989 biennium.

6. ¥AEVIEW OF REPORTS FOR JANUARY TO DECEMBER 1986 FROM INSTITUTIONS RECOMMENDED FOR
FUNDING BY CRR-1 BUT WHICH WERE SUBSEQUENTLY "PHASED OUT"

CRi-3 |5 regquested to review and comment on these reports from imstitutions which were
recommended for “core support”™ at the August 1985 meeting of CRR-1. They subsequently became
ineligible to apply for major institutieon strengthening support because Lhay either were
located in developed counteies or had institution strengthening support for well over 10
years or subsequently had their grant applications declined. These Institutions are,
however, ellgible to apply for Small (8MA) grants and, 1f they are located in developing
countries, for Capital (CAP) grants and a limited number of Research Training Grants {RTGs).

7. *APPLICATIONS FOR INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT FOR 1988

CRHE=3 is requested to review and make recommendations on:

7.1 the applicatlion for further institutional stremgthening support for 1988 from
institutions for which CRR-2 had recommended funds for the first year of Long—term
institution Development (LID) graants (see section 3 of the report of CRR-2).
Secretariat summaries will be provided.

7.2 the applications for new LID grants and other inscitutional grants. Secretariat
summaries will be provided.

7.3 UNFPA gupported institutions
7.4 National reagent progtammes

7.5 Strengthening of biostatistics, epidemiology and computing in China and in
Sub—Saharan Africa

8, REVIEW OF INSTITUTIONS WHICH HAVE MADE INITIAL CONTACTS WITH THE SPECTIAL FROGRAMME FOR
INSTITUTIONAL STRENGTHENING SUPPORT

Some institutions which have previously not had amy major form of institution
strengthening support from the Special Programme have now approached the Special Frogramme
for collaboration in strengthening their research capacities. Some of them have submitted
completed Institution Profile forms and made requests for Research Training Grants and/ox
consultant support. GCRR-3 is requested to review these institutions and make recommendations
on each of them on whether the secretariat should pursue these initial requests further by
trying Lo elicit relevant training and/or institutional grant applications from them.
Institution Profiles and other relevant documentation such as duty travel reports will be
sutmitted to assist the CRR review each of these institutions,

These two agenda items involve the appraisal of individual institutions located in
countries within WHO Regions. Hence, although the institutions in agenda items & do not
require any funding decisions, it would be logical to take both agenda items together
and work through each institution on a regional basis. Secretsriar will give an
overview of each Region before the consideration of the individual institutions withina
each of them.




HRP/CRR/87
page 23

ANNEX 1
page 3

9. RE-ENTRY GRANTS

Re-entry grants are intended to help the tralnee who is returniag to his/her home
institution to carry out regearch using the newly acquired kuowledge and skills, These
2rants are tools for strengthening institubions and hence come under the purview and the
budzet of the CRR, CRR-3 is requested to review the current guidelines for the award of
these grants and to make recommendations on the future poliecy to bhe followed.

10. TFORMATS FOR REPORTING QN LID GRANTS

CRR=Z wished to see a format for reporting on progress in institutions that receive
Long-term Institution Development (LID) grants. Secretariat will provide a format for review
by CRR-3.

11, REPORT QF THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON COORDINATING INSTITUTION STRENGTHENING ACTIVITIES IN
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

In the guidelines developed by CRR-2 (see page 32 of the report of CRR=~2) for
coovdinating fastitution strengthening activities in Sub=5aharan Africa, it was proposed that
an annual meeting be held amony the collaborating agencies at the time of the CRR to review
progress., The sub—committee Is expected to meet outside the normal working times of CRR-3
and will make a repert at plenary.

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The dates of CRR-4 sheuld be fixed and any other business not identified in this agenda
will be considered.
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SPECIAL PKOURANME QF RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT ANL RESEARCH
TRAINING IN HUMAN REPRODUCTION

THIRD MEETING OF THE
CUMMITTEE ON RESQURCES FOR RESEARCH (CRR-3)
Geneva, 24 April - 1 May 1987

LIST OF PARTLCIPANTS

MEMBERS

br P. Correa

Faculté de Medicine et
de¢ Pharmacie

Univergitd de Dakar

Hipital le Lantec

Dakar

Senegal

Dr A, Faundes (Chairman)

bBepartamento de Tocoginecalogia

Facultade de Ciencias Hedicas

Universidade Estadual de Campinas
—UNI CAMP

Caixa Postal oldl

13100 Campinag, 5.PF.

Brazil

Dy Hassan Hathout
Maternity Hospital
.. dox 4080
Kuwait

Kuwait

br J. Hearn

Agricultural and Food
Research Gouncil

16U Great Portlapd Street

London, WIN 60T

UK

Dr K. Jayasena

Pept of Pharmacology
Medical Sc¢hool
University of Feradeniya

Peradeniya
Sri Lanka

Dr Siew~Ean Khoo
Develgpment sStudies Centre
G.P.0, Box 4

Canberra

ACT 2601

Australia

by 0, Mateo—de—Acosta
Instituto de Endocrinologia
Hospital “Cmdte Fajardo™
Havana

Cuba

oy J.K.G. Mati

Dept of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
Kenyatta National Hospital
University of Nairobi

P.0O. Box 30388

Nairobi

Kenya

br K.-G, Nygren
Sveavagen 94
113 50 Stockholm

Sweden

Dr Marie—-Claire Orgebin—Crist

Center for Reproductive Biolory
Research

Vapderbilt University

Nasghville

Tennessas 37232

Usa

Dr Srihartati P. Pandi

National Family Planning
Coordinating Board

P.0. Box 186

Jakarta

Indonesia

Dr T. Wagatsuma

Dept of QObstetrics & Gynaecology
National Medical Center Hospital
21-L Toyama l=-chome

shinjuku-ku

Tokyo 162

Japan




REPRESENTATIVES FROM
COLLABORATING PROGRAMMES .

Ms J.=A. Lewis

Family Health International
Research Triangle Fark
North Carolina 27709

Usa

Dr N. Dodd

United Nations Fund for
Population Activitles

220 E. 42nd Street

New York

N.Y. L0017

USA

Pr K. Swith

International Development Research
Center

Box 8500

OLtawa

Canada, K1G 3H9

REGIONAL QFFICE REPRESENTATIVES

AFRO Dy W,.C, Mwambazi
AMRO Dr J. Solis

EMRU Dr A. Nadim

BEARQ Dr W.W. Vidvasagara
WERO r R. Thapa
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SECRETARIAT

br T.‘Véragunam (Réséonsibie Officer
for Resources for Research, HRF)

Dr J, Barzelatto (Director, HRF)

Dr M,F. Fathalla (Responsible Officer
for Research and Development, HRP)

br J. Kasonde {Manager f[or Africa)
dr E. Ried (Administrative Officer, HRP)
Dr F.T.G. Webb (Manager for China)

Dr E. Wilson (Manager for South-East
Agia)

Task Force Managers (as required)

Dr M,A. Belsey (Chief, MCH)
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Institutions that were awarded Small (SMA) grants and Laboratory

Supplies (LAB) grants in 1986

WHO African Region

International Medical Research Centre {(CIRMF)
FRANCEVILLE, Gabon

WHU American Regzion

Centro de lnv. Endocrinologias CEDIE
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina

Centro de Biologia da Reproducan
JUIZ DE FOR, Brazil

Clinical Research Center in Human Reproduction
SALVADOR, Brazil

Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
José Joaquin Aguirre Hospirtal

Faculty of Medicine

SANTIAGO, Chile

WHU Eastern Mediterranean Kegion

Dept. of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
ALEXANDRIA, Epypt

Pept. of Biolegical Se.
Quaid=i~Azaw University
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan

W0 European Region

Dept. of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
Upiveraity Medical School
PECS, Hungary

Dept. of Anatomy, Histology & Embryology
PECY, Hungary

Dept. of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
DERRECEN, Hungary

LAB

LAB

SMA

SMA

SMA

LAB

LAB

LAB

LA




WHO European Region (Continued)

Androlegy Ward
lst Cilinic of Obstetrics & Gynascology
WARSAW, Poland :

Institute of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
WARSAW, Poland ‘

Dept, of Embryology
WARSAW, Poland

Laboratory of Apimal Bundocrinology &
Tissue Culture
KRAKOW, Poland

Institute of Animal Physiology &
Nutrition

JABLONA, Poland

Dept. of Ewbryology
LENINGRAD, US3R

Institute of Experimental Pathology and Therapy
SUKHUMI, USSK

Centre for Human Reprodwtion
ZAGREB, Yugoslavia

WHD South—east Asian Region

Institute for Research in Reproduction
BOMBAY, India

ICMR Regional Research Centre in
Reproductive diology
EUDHIANA, India

Nuc. Med, & RIA Unit
Pagrd Dept. of Medicine Col.
AGRA, India

Central Research & Tralning Laboratory
ULAN-BATOR, Mongolia

Reproductive Biology Research Centre
Mahidol University ‘
BANGEOE, Thailaund

Siriraj Family Planning Research Unit
Fapulty of Medicine

Mahidol University

BANGKOK, Thajland

LAB

LAB

LAB.

LAB

LAB

5MA

LAE

LAB

LAR

LAR

LAB
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WHO Western Pacific Region

Department of Fhysiclogy
Beijing Medical University
BEIJING, China

Primate Research Centre
FUZHOU, China

Medical Primate Research Centre of China
KUNMING, China

Shanghal Institute of Mareria Medica
Academia Sinica
SHANGHAL, China

Shanghai Institute of Cell Biology
Academica Sinieca
SHANGHAI, China

UP-PGH Reproductive Health Care Centre
MANTLA, Philippines

JFMY Comprehensive Family Planning Centre
MANILA, Philippines

Institute of Reproductive Medicine & Population
Secul National University
SEQUL, Republic of Korea

LAB

SMA

SMA

LAB

LAB

SMA

SHA

SMA
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COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES FOR RESEARCH
24 April - 1 May 1987

REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON COORDINATION QF

INSTITUTION $TRENGTHENING ACTIVITIES IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

i. Int roduction

The Subcommittee was appointed by thé CRR to coordinate the acti?zties of interested
agencies in strengthening the capacity of inatitutions in sub- Saharan Africa to conduct
research in human reproduction.

z., Family Health International Programme in Sub-%aharan Africa = Status Report

Family Healrh International carrently works with pﬁcgfammes in:fiftéen.éoqntries of
sub—Saharan Africa. The goals of FHI's programme in the Region ara;

1} To develop and strengthen resesrch capacity in clinical, epidemiological and.
behavioural aspects of repruductlve health, including maternity care and maternal
mortality issues, fertility, contraception and sexually transmitted diseases;

2) to assist programmes in the region to identify, develop and implement research
activities to respond to natiomal and local programmatic and policy needs related
to the above.

To these ends, FHL provides funding and technical assistance to 2 wide range of
gotivities including:

L Clinical studies to introduce contraceptive technologiles into national programmes
aud to assist investigators to obtain data on acceptability, safety and
appropriateness of these technologies for local populations.

Examples: Introductory trials of NorplantR contraceptive 1mplants in Nigeria,
Ghana snd Senegal; of progestogen—only oral contraceptives for breastfeeding women
in Ghana, Mali, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Senegal, HKwanda, Nigeria and Cameroon; and of
TCu 3B0A ITUGDs in Camerxoon and Nigeria.

2) Studies of problems and care for pregnant and parturient women. Examples:
Pregnancy care surveillance studies in Abidjan, Chte d'Ivoire; maternal mortality
study in the Kaolack Region of Senegal; and an evaluarion of trainimg for
traditional birth attendants in North Western Zaire,

3 Studies to determine factors influencing the provision and use of contraceptives.

Examples: OStudies of factors affecring contraceptive discon- tinuations in Zaire,
Senegal, and Gambia; studies of adolescent sexuality and contraceptive use in
Nigeria, Liberia, Zimbabwe; studies of providers' attitudes to family planning in
Nigerisz.

While institutional streugthenming is not the primary objective in these studies, they
usually involve an element of Iinstitutional strengtheniog and training. For example, except
in ¢linical trials where FHI prateocols ave used, collaborating investigators are expected
(and often assisted) to develop their own protocols for studies. FHI staff and consultants
provide technical assistance and training to collaborating investizators in the
implementation of the studies. When local data processing facikities arve available,
investigators are encouraged and assisted to analyze their own data. When no local facilties
are available, data are processed and analyzed at FHI, but often the collaborating
investigator will be brought to FHI to participate in analysis sand report preparation.
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In addition to these study-related activities, FHI is also engaged in several
collaborative relationships in the region where institutional strengthening is the major
focus, 1a Mall, with the Family Planning Assoclation, and im Niger with the National Centre
for Family Health, we have made a long—term commitment to develop and strengthen research
capabilities within these two organizations, particularly as they relate to the iatreduction
and effective use of contraceptive serxvices in these countries; and In assesaing the efficacy
of barrier contraceptives (condoms, spermicides) on slowing transmission of STD's, Included
in these broad programmes ate tralning in research methodology, identifying research
privrities, designing and implementing studies, processing and amalyzing data, and assuring
that study findings are used to strengthen service programmes. Emphasis fs also placed on
developing management of research prograumes, including loag-range planning aed financial
management and accountability.

In addition to the programmes in Mali and Nigeria, FHI continues to support and
strengthen the data management capabilities of the Bureau National de Recherche in Dakar,
Senegal. This Centre Las a very competent staff of starisriclans, demographers and social
goientists who have gerved as a valuable resource for technical supervision for a variery of
research activities sponsored by FHI apd other agencies in Senegal, The microcomputer
provided by FHI te the BNR in 1984 continues to be fully utilized for a variety of research
activities,

FHI aleo provides technical assistance to strengthen data analysis capabilities at the
Sahel Institute, baused in Bamako, Mali, but serving needs of the Sahel region. A number of
training soetivitlies have also been Implemented or are planned in the Region.

A research methods workshop is planned for September this year in Niamey. Research
methods workshops have been sponsored previously on a regional basis in Gambia, amd FHI has
cosponsored with the CDC and JHPIEHO a regional research methods workshop in Mombasa, Kenya.

The annual FHI budget for the sub-Saharan African region exceeds US$1.2 million.

3. (iDRC)activities of institution-strengthening, relative to population/repreduction in
sub~Saharan African countries since the last CRR meeting

It was not considered particularly useful to compile a list of all past activities as
had been done last time. It would be for the most part repetitive; as had been explained it
was in any csase onky an indication of indirect support of such a goal.

Since last time the only relevant activity worth reportinog is a follows:

a) There has been support of two projects, both multicountry, each supposed to
involve an African institution and researchers, on the topic of pre-introduction
studies for Norplant ®. The grantees are the Population Council and PATH/PIACT
respectively. One project was fumded through the Health Sciences Division only,
the gther jointly with the Social Sclences Division,

b} A workshop was held in Mali, to benefit countries of the reglon, on the
methodology of applied health research, using the SHDS materialg, The major
beneficiary was the Institut National de Recherche an S5anté Publique {(INRSF),
Bamako.

The toplc of institutional strengthening has been in the alr at IDRC for sowe time.
Only recently has it been formally grasped. The President has within the past few weeks
indicated that senior management is now discussing this as a new modality, complementary to
project support. The Office of Planning and Evaluation is involved. Meantime ome case
study, unfortunately not in Africa, is being undertaken.
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4. Coordinating institution—strengthening activities in sub~Baharan Africa
As regards UNFPA three points of information should be noted:
1) UNFPA iz supporting in Kenya a project which will carry out a number of

operational research studies with the overall objective of improving the effectiveness of the
national family planning programme. The first of those studies to be funded will investigate
male motivation in tegatrd to fawmily planninmg practice,

The amount which is 1likely to be allocated to this project as a whole is about
U5$600,000, but individual studies will be funded only after full research proposals have
been received and reviewed. Since these studies will be carried out by existing ianstitutions
in Kenya, they do not have institutional strengthening as a fundamental objective.

2) UNFPA is presenting to its Governing Council in May 1987 a paper entitled "The
strategy for UNFPA assistance in sub-Sanaran Africa” (DP/1987/37). Amongst the areas
identified apd recommerded for future support is the strengthening of regionel and natignal
population research organizations to carry out operational research, and to enable them to
assist govermments and NGOs to carry out their own research and to provide training in
research techniques.

Regults of the debate on this paper and the decisions taken by the Governing Council
will be available in June 1987.
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3) UNFPA has started a special initiative for MCH/FP training in sub— Saharan
Africa. During 1987 & needs assessment will be made, an inventory of training opportunities
will be prepared and & strategy will be developed. Training in Biomedical/Human Reproduction
rasearch will have to be considered within the context of all the other training needs of
Africa. It may, however, be possible to provide some support under this inltiarive for
training in the form of research management workshops. Thege have already been identified as
an urgent need for both the francopnone and anglophoue couwntries of the Reglon,

3. Recomne ndations

5.1 In view of the interest of the Rockefeller Foundation in promoting populatlon
science research in the subregion, the Foundation should be invited to the next
CRR meeting.

5.2 There are possibilitiegs for collaboration in the organization and sponsorship of
research management workshops which should be explored when detailed proposals are
ready.

5.3  HRP should seek information about other agencies working in this field in Afgica
and examine the possibility of holding a meeting to review in more depth the
ongoing activities. The Secretariat should take the inmitiative in this exerclse
and include bilateral agencies.
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Institutions which submitted annual reportgs for 1986
of activicies carried out under "core support’

These have received institution strengthening support from the Special Programme for 10
years or wmore and, in some instances, for 15 years. From 1987 onwards, they would draw their
expenses for research related to Task Force strategic plans directly from the respective Task
Forces.

WHO American Rezion

Maternidade Climerio de Cliveira
BAHIA, Brazil

Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecolozy
Jose Jacquin Aguirre Hospital

Faculty of Medicine

SANTIAGO, Chile

PRepartment of Reproductive Biology
National Institute of Nutrition
MEXICO CITY, Mexico

WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region

National Regearch Institute for Fertility Control
KARACHI, Pakistan

WHO FBurcpean Region

Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology
University Medical School
SZEGED, Hungary

Reproductive Endocvinclogy Hesearch Unit
STOCKHOLM, Sweden

All-~lUnion Kesearch GCentre for Maternal and Child Care
MOSCOW, USSR

Research Ingstitute of Experimental Endocrinoleogy & Hormone Chemistry
MOSCOW, USSR

Krupskaya Research Institute of Ubstetrics and Gynaecology
YEREVAN, USSR

Institute of Obstetrics and Gynaecology
USSR Academy of Medical Sclences
LENINGRAD, USSR

Gzinekoloska Klinika
LJUBLJANA, Yugoslavia

WHO Soutn—~East Asia Region

Family Planning Reseavch Unic
Siriraj Hospital
EANGKOK, Thailand
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WHO Western Pacific Region

Reproductive Biology Ceuntre
Philippines General Hospital
MANILA, Philippines

Institute of Reproductive redicine and Population
Seoul National University
SEQUL, Korea




