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Panel of Experts on Environmental Management for Vector Control

1L INTRODUCTION

This annual report of the PEEM Secretariat to the members of the Panel,
collaborating centres and the participating UN agencies covers a longer period than
usual, from 1 October 1992 until 31 December 1993,

As additional UNEP support for the second phase of PEEM under its expanded
mandate became available towards the end of 1992, the implementation of field
oriented activities accelerated. The inputs into the Panel's programme were of an
order of magnitude not experienced before and resulted in a continued emphasis by
the Secretariat on organizing and coordinating promotion, research and
development, and capacity building, at the expense of administrative tasks and
detailed reporting. In April 1993, the Steering Committee decided to postpone the
12th PEEM meeting from October 1993 to March 1994 to allow for the completion of
a number of activities underway.

While the immediate opportunities to make progress towards achieving the goals
set in PEEM's Medium-term Programme 1991-1995 were substantial, the outlook for
the final biennium of this period is a cause for concern. In the wake of UNCED and
with changes at the executive level of UNEP and UNCHS, a process of restructuring
was initiated in these agencies, the outcome of which is not yet clear. It therefore
remains to be seen whether the level of support received in 1992-1993 can be
sustained.

Considerable effort went into seeking support for the multidisciplinary research
proposals on rice production systems and the reduction of vector-borne disease
risks. For the West Africa proposal this resulted in concrete expressions of intent
from IDRC and DANIDA to participate in a consortium in support of the first phase
of the project. In the area of capacity building, collaboration was successfully
continued with the Danish Bilharziasis Laboratory and the Liverpool School of
Tropical Medicine in the development of the training course Health opportunities in
water resources development.

When it comes to trends in the transition from the traditional model of sectoral
development planning to the holistic models required for sustainable development,
a lot will depend on the development of the global economy this year and the next
and to what level humanitarian aid and peace-keeping efforts will continue to make
demands on limited financial resources.

As foreseen in the Panel's programine, an external review of PEEM should be
carried out in the second half of 1994, which will provide the basis for continued
agency support over the next medium-term period and for setting targets for the
year 2002 that are realistic and address the key issues. The formulation of the next
Medium-term Programme will have to take place during 1995. The Steering
Committee will play an important role in this process. By the end of that year the
Secretariat hopes to be able to subrmit a final version to the Panel for its approval.
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2. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
2.1. Membership and collaborating centre status

The status of the Panel membership was reviewed at the 29th Secretariat meeting
(Nairobi, 19 and 23 April 1993). Updated criteria for the selection of new Panel
members were approved and reflect the expanded area of expertise, required under
the revised Arrangements, in urban planning and management and issues
pertaining to drinking water supply and sanitation and the health aspects of waste
water use.

Of the Panel members whose term of desighation expired, membership of the
following was renewed:

Professor D.J. Bradley, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, London,
UK

Professor A.M.A, Imevbore, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ife, Nigeria

Dr B.H. Kay, Queensland Institute of Medical Research, Brisbane, Australia
Mrs G.L. Peralta, Philippines, currently at the University of Toronto, Canada

Professor Santasiri Sornmani, Faculty of Tropical Medicine, Mahidol University,
Bangkok, Thailand

Membership was terminated of the following: Professor A.A. Alekseev (Russian
Federation), Dr R.H. Brooks (USA), Dr P. Carnevale (France), Dr A.W. Choudhry
(Pakistan), Dr R.J. Kruisinga (Netherlands), Professor Lu Bao Lin (China), and Dr R.
Zeledon (Costa Rica).

A number of candidates were agreed on for designation as Panel members and the
necessary procedures were subsequently carried out by the secretariat:

Dr R. Chuit, Head, Epidemiology Department, National Chagas Control Pro-
gramme, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Dr H. Cosenza, Advisor on Science and Technology to the President of Honduras,
Consejo Hondureno de Ciencia y Tecnologia, Tegucigalpa, Honduras.

Professor D. Duncan Mara, Professor of Civil Engineering, University of Leeds, UK.
Dr J. Pereira-neto, Professor, Universidade Federal de Vicosa, Vicosa, Brazil.

Dr Morten Riemer, Assistent Director, Carl Bro a/s, Consulting Engineers, Glostrup,
Denmark.

Dr Y. Rubio-Palis, Scientist, Escuela de Malariologia y Saneamiento Ambiental,
Maracay 2101-A, Venezuela.
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The Panel currently has 38 members, categorized as follows:

by geographical (WHO) region: 7 African, 12 American, 2 Eastern Mediterranean,
7 European, 6 South East Asian and 4 Western Pacific;

by designating agency: 16 WHO, 10 FAQ, 8 UNEP and 4 UNCHS.

The following institutions were redesignated as collaborating centres: the Institute
for Land Improvement and Water Management of the ETH, Zurich: the Liverpool
School of Tropical Medicine; the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine;
the Tennessee Valley Authority in Knoxville; and the Queensland Institute of
Medical Research, Brisbane. Administrative constraints hampered the procedures
of redesignation of the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation and the designation of the West
Africa Rice Development Association. The terms of reference of the International
Institute for Land Reclamation and Improvement in Wageningen were updated and
redesignation procedures started. Similarly, procedures for the redesignation of the
Faculty of Tropical Medicine, Mahidol University in Bangkok were started. An
overview of the collaborating centre status is presented in annex 1.

At its 18th meeting, the Steering Committee decided to designate the Queensland
Institute of Medical Research as the focal point in the PEEM collaborating centres
network to develop and coordinate activities in urban environmental management
for dengue vector control.

2.2, Changes in the participating organizations

Under the leadership of the new Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Programme (at the same time Officer in Charge of UNCHS) a process
of major programme restructuring and reorganization of UNEP started in January
1993. It aims to rationalize and focus the agency's activities so it can take on more
effectively its envisaged key role in the implementation of Agenda 21. This process
had not been completed at the time this report was produced.

At WHO, the launching of the new Global Strategy for Health and Environment
and the action plan for its implementation was accompanied by a reorganization of
the Division of Environmental Health. WHO is the task manager for the
implementation of chapter 6 of Agenda 21 (Protecting and promoting human
health). Health and environment will have a high profile within WHO under a
newly established post of Executive Director and two new programmes covering the
field: the Programme for the Promotion of Chemical Safety (PCS) and the
Programme for the Promotion of Environmental Health (PEH), which consists of
the Office of Global and Integrated Environmental Health (EHG) and the Division of
Operational Support in Environmental Health (EQS). The PEEM Secretariat is
located in the latter Division,

In FAQ the International Action Programme on Water and Sustainable
Agricultural Development took off with the formulation of national action plans in
eight countries. These include: Egypt, China, Indonesia, Mexico, Tanzania, Turkey,
Zimbabwe and the Lake Chad basin. FAQ is task manager for chapters 10
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(Integrated approach to the planning and management of land resources),

14 (Promoting sustainable agriculture and rural development) and 17 (Protection of
the oceans). For the implementation of chapter 18 (Protection of the quality and
supply of fresh water resources) the ACC/subcommittee on water resources has
been designated. In November 1993 the Member States of FAQ elected a new
Director-General. The implications for the Organization's structure and programme
will only become apparent in the cotrse of 1994,

3. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF WORK
3.1. Promotion, policy modification and technical cooperation
e Meetings
Meetings included in the approved programme of work 1992-1993

Informal consultation on the IRRI/PEEM Research Initiative (Manila, 18-20
November 1992). The original objective of this consultation was to formally bring
the research initiative Rice ecosystem management for disease vector control to the
attention of the donor community. For a number of reasons, however,
representation of bilateral /multilateral donor agencies could not be realized to the
level expected. The consultation was held at the Asian Development Bank, and the
British Overseas Development Administration, the Rockefeller Foundation and the
US Agency for International Development were represented. In addition, a number
of IRRI scientists and PEEM temporary advisors attended. The group reviewed the
various components of the proposal and made recommendations for its further
strengthening and for follow-up action to obtain the necessary financial support.
The report of this meeting was published in January 1994 and circulated to all
concerned.

The 18th Steering Committee meeting. The Steering Committee met in Nairobi
from 20 to 22 April 1993, hosted by the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (HABITAT). The Steering Committee elected Dr M. Abu-Zeid (Egypt) as
its chairman. The Committee reviewed progress in the Panel's programme of work,
approved the programme for the remaining period until December 1993 and
discussed preparations for the 12th PEEM meeting. It decided to postpone this
meeting until March 1994 to allow the completion of a number of on-going activities.

The major item on the agenda of this meeting was a review of UNCHS
programmes and an assessment to what extent PEEM could contribute to these.
The resulting recommendations are presented in the report of the Steering
Committee, which will be submitted to the 12th PEEM meeting.

Secretariat meeting. The 29th PEEM Secretariat meeting was held at UNCHS,
Nairobi on 19 and 23 April 1993, in conjunction with the 18th Steering Committee
meeting. The Secretariat agreed on revised and updated criteria for the selection of
new Panel members, reviewed and updated the membership and collaborating
centres network and discussed the possibility of an external review of PEEM to be
carried out end 1994.
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Other meetings organized by the PEEM Secretariat

An informal technical consultation was held at WHO headquarters on 9 and 10
November 1992 to review the first complete draft of the WARDA /PEEM research
initiative Association between rice production and vector-borne diseases in West Africa. It
was attended by representatives of all Cote d'Ivoire-based institutions involved, by
representatives of WHO and FAQ, and two PEEM collaborating centres (DBL and
the London School). The group's main recommendation was to focus the research
activities geographically along a North-South transect, with selected study sites
covering the most important West African rice agroeco-systems. It was also
emphasized that the research should complement WARDA studies already
underway that address the environmental and social characterization of different
rice production systems.

In collaboration with DBL and the Liverpool Health Impact Programme a number
of meetings were held in connection with the training course Health opportunities in
water resources development. An evaluation meeting of the Zimbabwe course was
held at WHO, Geneva on 2 and 3 November 1992. Preparatory meetings for the
second course in Ghana were held in London (4-6 January 1993), Charlottenlund
(17-20 February 1993) and Liverpool (11-12 October 1993).

Other relevant meetings with an input from PEEM.

XIII International Congress for Tropical Medicine and Malaria (Pattaya,
Thailand, 29 Novermber-4 December 1992). This Congress is organized every four
years. The XIII Congress was hosted by the Faculty of Tropical Medicine of
Mahidol University and it was attended by some 1800 professionals working in the
field of tropical health.

The PEEM Secretariat had been invited by the organizers to arrange for one of the
round table sessions during the congress, on remote sensing and vector-borne
diseases. Three presentations were followed by a discussion to define criteria to
select sites for demonstration projects of health applications of remote sensing. The
criteria that came out of this discussion served as an input into the proposal for an
international consultation on the subject. Under the chairmanship of Dr B.H. Kay
(QIMR) a symposium was held on water resources development and its impact on
health, with presentations on reservoir construction and mosquito control in
northern Queensland, on the Liverpool Health Impact Programume and on the PEEM
programme.

Technical consultation on integrated rural water management (Rome, 15-19
March 1993). The objectives of this UN agency consultation were to identify issues
for concerted and coordinated action among agencies, countries and the donor
community to promote integrated water management, and to establish principles
and modalities for the preparation of guidelines for the process of joint planning and
programming. PEEM's input consisted of two working papers and three
presentations. The report of this consultation was published in November 1993.
Recommendations can be found in annex 2. The next consultation of this kind is
proposed for March 1995 and will be hosted by WHO.
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The 14th session of the Commission on Human Settlements (the governing
body of UNCHS) was held in Nairobi from 26 April to 7 May 1993. On behalf of the
Panel, Dr B.H. Kay (QIMR) addressed the session to introduce the links between
urban environmental conditions and vector-borne diseases and the options for
interagency collaboration on this subject, and to draw attention to the (then
proposed and subsequently adopted) World Health Assembly Resolution on
dengue.

An Intemmational Symposium on Ecologically Sound Resources Management in
Irrigation was held in Berlin from 28 to 30 April 1993. It was co-sponsored by FAO,
the World Bank, the International Irrigation Management Institute (ITMI), the
International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) and GTZ/ Germany.
The FAO PEEM Secretariat member Mr Kandiah attended and presented a paper on
his Organization's International Action Programme on Water and Sustainable
Agricultural Development. Environmental and health risks associated with
irrigation development were discussed following specific presentations on these
subjects.

ECOSOC Substantive Session (Geneva, 5-6 July 1993). The coordinative
segment of the 1993 Substantive Session of the UN Economic and Social Council
focused on the coordination of the activities of the United Nations system in the
fields of preventive action and intensification of the struggle against malaria and
against diarrhoeal diseases, in particular cholera. A report was developed by WHO
which formed the basis for the discussions during this session. The PEEM
Secretariat provided an input into the report on the inter-agency collaboration on
environmental management for the control of disease vectors in the context of
development projects. Among the recommendations that were adopted features the
need to promote the use of the expertise available in the PEEM network throughout
the United Nations system for the health impact assessment of all natural resources
development projects. Progress in the implementation of the recommendations will
be reviewed at the 1994 session.

TDR/SAREC seminar on Tropical Diseases, Society and Environunent
(Stenungsund, Sweden, 31 August-2 September 1993). The UNDP/World Bank/
WHO Special Programme on Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR) and.
the Swedish Agency for Research Cooperation with Developing Countries (SAREC)
jointly organized this seminar to develop a research agenda in the area of
environment and tropical health. Several PEEM members participated in their
personal capacity. The outcome of this seminar formed the basis for subsequent
negotiations between TDR and PEEM on strengthening their collaboration.

A study group on vector control for malaria and other mosquito-bome diseases
met in Geneva from 16 to 24 November 1993, In the context of WHO's new global
malaria strategy this group developed guidelines for the planning, implementation
and evaluation of selective use of vector control measures for malaria prevention
and control, for use by national malaria control programmes and others involved in
the control of malaria and vector-borne diseases. The Panel's chairman,

Dr V.P. Sharma, was invited in his personal capacity and served as rapporteur.
PEEM inputs covered policy matters, cost-effectiveness and intersectoral
collaboration. A report is expected in the course of 1994.
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e Publications
Publications of the regular PEEM publications programme

As was the case in the previous period, the implementation of the PEEM
publications programme was affected by the need to give priority to field oriented
activities. Nevertheless, the following documents were published:

Guidelines series. The French versions of PEEM guidelines 1 (L'introduction de
mesures de protection de la santé dans les projets d"irrigation par la coopération
intersectorielle} were published in June 1993 and of PEEM guidelines 2 (Prevoir les
implications pour les maladies transmises par vecteurs du développement des ressources en
eau) in October 1993. The guidelines for cost-effectiveness analysis of vector control
underwent a final revision and lay-out. Camera-ready copies went to the printer
November 1993 for production early 1994,

PEEM reports. The report of the eleventh PEEM meeting could not be completed
because of the Secretariat's heavy workload. Publication is now re-scheduled for
June 1994, Edited versions of the reports of the three workshops on the promotion
of environmental management for disease vector control through agricultural
extension programmes and a position paper on this subject are equally awaiting a
final check and lay-out before going to the printer.

The report of the consultation on the IRRI/PEEM Research Initiative Rice
ecosystem management for disease vector control (Manila, 18-20 November 1992) was
published in January 1993 and given appropriate distribution to interested parties
and bilateral and multilateral agencies.

Henlth opportunities in water resources development, the report of the first PEEM/
DBL course held in Zimbabwe in collaboration with the Blair Research Institute was
published in April 1993 under number WHO/CWS/93.2. That same month the
report of a meeting of representatives of collaborating centres (Harare, 1-4 September 1992)
was also published. Both reports were given a wide, yet targeted distribution.

A report of the technical consultation on the WARDA /PEEM research initiative
was published in December 1992 and was given a more limited distribution.

On the recommendation of the Steering Committee a position paper on urban
environmental management was drafted and reviewed. This paper aims primarily
at an audience of non-health specialists in or affiliated to UNCHS. Its third draft
will be reviewed by the Steering Committee at its 19th meeting, and publication is
scheduled for mid 1994.

The first version of the bibliographic database was also produced and an atterpt
will be made to integrate relevant entries from the collaborating centres into the next
versions,

The Newsletter. The first issue of the newsletter, now entitled PEEM News, was
published in the second half of 1993 in three language versions. The Secretariat has
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updated the mailinglist. It is apparent, however, that the originally envisaged
frequency of three times a year is not realistic and PEEM News will have to be scaled
down to a bi-annual publication.

Other relevant publications and articles

Late 1992 FAO published The use of saline water for crop production, number 48 in
the Irrigation and Drainage series. This document provides guidelines on the
management of saline water for productive purposes in a sustainable manner.
Under the heading environmental considerations a brief account is presented on the
subject of water quality and vector-borne diseases.

Parasitic diseases in water resources development - the need for intersectoral negotiation
(authored by J.M. Hunter, L. Rey, K.Y. Chu, E.O. Adekolu-John and K.E. Mott) was
published by WHO in 1993. In addition to an exhaustive collection of case studies, it
provides guidance to national health authorities on strategies for intersectoral
negotiations and the step-by-step development of a health plan for water resources
development.

Integrated rural water management, the proceedings of a technical consultation held
in Rome in March 1993 was published by FAO in November. 1t considers the
subject matter from both an agency and a country perspective. Environmental
management is considered in general terms, in an historical case study from
Indonesia and in connection with capacity building at the community level through
agricultural extension.

UNCHS produced, in collaboration with the Dutch bilateral cooperation agency
DGIS the 30 minute video Waste not, want not, presenting the problem of solid waste
management and the role of the informal sector therein in three Asian cities.

Dr M.H. Birley and Professor G. Peralta produced for the Asian Development
Bank Guidelines for the health impact assessment of development projects. This 1992
publication covers the entire range of health hazards and methods for their
identification, and provides guidance for an initial health impact assessment that
should lead to the decision whether or not a full health impact assessment should be
carried out.

Community participation in malaria control, edited by Dr V.P. Sharma and published
by the Malaria Research Centre in Delhi is a compilation of the Indian experience of
involving rural and urban communities in the control of malaria vectors.
Comumunity motivation, its sustained involvement and the role of NGOs in these
processes are highlighted in the various cases presented.

The November/December 1992 issue of World Health, the two-monthly magazine
of WHO, focused on health and economic development, and included an article on
development and vector-borne diseases. Mr Verhoef (Associate Professional
Officer -since November 1993 Technical Officer- in the Secretariat) prepared an
article entitled Rice cultivation and human diseases; the scope for rice ecosystem
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management for vector control, for publication in World Agriculture 1994, an
international review of agribusiness in developing markets.

e Collaborating centre activities

In October 1993 all collaborating centres were reminded to submit a report on
PEEM related activities during the period July 1992 to December 1993. Abridged
versions of those received by February 1994 are attached as annex 3.

The Secretary visited the centres in Colombo (International Irrigation
Management Institute, twice, in November 1992 and in December 1993), Bangkok
(Faculty of Tropical Medicine, Mahidol University), Liverpool (Liverpool School of
Tropical Medicine /Health Impact Programme) and Copenhagen (Danish
Bilharziasis Laboratory, twice, in February and June 1993).

® Technical cooperation
Between participating organizations and their Member States

Benin. Under the FAO/UNDP project Inventory and Development of Small-scale
Swamps in Benin, a health impact assessment was carried out of swamp
development for agriculture with emphasis on vector-borne disease problems. The
data collection and analysis for this assessment was carried out by a
multidisciplinary national team, with technical support at the initial and the
evaluation phases by Dr M.H. Birley (Liverpool Health Impact Programme) and Mr
P. Furu (Danish Bilharziasis Laboratory).

The results of this study were presented during a National Seminar on
Agricultural Development and Health organized by PEEM for planners and
decision makers in Cotonou from 23 to 26 November 1993. This seminar aimed to
strengthen the intersectoral dialogue between planners of the government sectors
responsible for health, agriculture, water resources development and the
environment. The report will be published in the course of 1994.

Tanzania. Under an FAO/UNDP project Institutional support to irrigation
development in Tanzania FAQ subcontracted an impact study on water and vector-
borne diseases. The objective of this study is to identify key water associated
vector-borne diseases, establish their prevalence and evaluate their effects on family
productivity. The outcome should also include recommendations for disease
prevention and control, particularly by way of design changes of existing irrigation
systems and by promoting community participation.

Country missions.

Bangladesh. In collaboration with WHO's Health Cities programme, PEEM
sponsored a consultant of the Queensland Institute of Medical Research to assist in
the development of a health programme for Chittagong. The report of this mission,
which took place in October 1993, was submitted to the Secretariat in December and
will be reviewed by the Steering Comunittee at its 19th meeting.

Page 10




Annual report 1992-1993

Mexico. In the first of three regional workshops organized by WHO, FAO, UNFEP
and UNCHS, on the health aspects of waste water use for irrigation (Mexico City,
October 1993) PEEM sponsored the participation of Dr W. Jobin as a resource
person. Funds permitting, similar support will be given for the workshops planned
in South-East Asia and Africa in 1994,

Kenya. PEEM also sponsored Dr Jobin's participation in a UNEP training course
on eutrophication of reservoirs in Africa (Nairobi, October 1993).

Zimbabwe. As part of FAO's International Action Programme on Water and
Sustainable Agricultural Development a mission was organized to Zimbabwe to
assist the Government of that country in the formulation of a national action plan.
This mission took place from 1-21 August 1993. To ensure the incorporation in the
plan of a health component the PEEM Executive Secretary was invited to
participate and prepared a relevant section.

Preparatory misions for the 12th PEEM technical discussions on Incorporating a
health component into integrated river basin development and management were
organized to Thailand, Lao PR and Viet Nam (for the Lower Mekong) in November
1993 and to Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Zambia and Mozambique (Zambesi) early 1994.

With other organizations

VBC Project. Collaboration with the Vector Biology and Control Project of
USAID continued until the middle of 1993. VBC participated in the organization of
the third interregional workshop on the promotion of environmental management
for vector control through agricultural extension programmes in Tegucigalpa,
Honduras in October 1992 and in the organization of the consultation on the IRRI/
PEEM research initiative in Manila in November 1992. In July 1993 the Secretary
visited the VBC Project in Arlington. Two proposals were formulated (the
preparation of case studies in cost-effectiveness analysis of vector control operations
and the preparation of a manual to promote vector-borne disease control through
agricultural extension programmes). Shortly afterwards, however, substantial
reductions in the budget of the USAID Office of Health were announced and the
implementation of these proposed activities had to be shelved. The VBC Project
was scheduled to be phased out early 1994 and the initiation of a new USAID
Environmental Health Project was delayed for administrative/legal reasons.

IDRC. Collaboration with the Canadian International Development Research
Centre continued in two areas. IDRC gave support to the third interregional
workshop on environmental management and agricultural extension (Honduras) to
cover the attendance of six country participants. It also provided further technical
inputs into the development of the research proposal for WARDA. In connection
with the latter, substantial support was pledged subject to the approval of the [DRC
Board which will meet early 1994,

World Bank. Through Dr W. Jobin contacts were established with the World
Bank concerning the Manantali Dam in Mali. The environmental and health impact
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assessment of the Senegal River developmment carried out by Dr Jobin led to a
number of recommendations, including one to carry out studies on reservoir
management for disease vector control under the auspices of PEEM. The detailed
proposal will need to be worked out at the forthcoming 12th PEEM meeting.

External support agencies. During the period under review the Secretary visited
a number of bilateral and multilateral agencies and foundations: in connection with
the IRRI/PEEM proposal visits were made to the Asian Development Bank
(November 1992), DGIS/Netherlands (January 1993) and ODA /UK (February 1993);
in connection with both the WARDA /PEEM and the IRRI/PEEM proposals:
DANIDA (June 1993), Rockefeller Foundation (July 1993), SDC/Switzerland (July
1993), SAREC/Sweden (September 1993) and DGIS/Netherlands (December 1993).
Dr B.H. Kay maintained contacts with AIDAB/ Australia on PEEM issues.

A number of general conclusions can be drawn from these visits:

(1) while most of the agencies have redefined their objectives to include principles of
sustainable development, their internal structures remain generally sector-oriented
and appraisal procedures for proposals for intersectoral action or multidisciplinary
research are not functioning adequately.

(2) resources newly earmarked for environmental issues tend to be channeled to
activities related to climate change, ozone layer depletion, biodiversity,
desertification and the environmental protection of fresh water resources; so far, the
health dimension of environmental change appears to take a backseat in this context.

(3) the overall level of resources available for technical cooperation with developing
countries is affected by the need to increasingly support humanitarian aid and
peace-keeping operations.

(4) support for multidisciplinary research on the interface between health and
agriculture is hampered by the following: (a) both sectors are already perceived as to
receive substantial research funding separately through the CGIAR and TDR
programmes; (b) as support for CGIAR decreases, directors-general of CGIAR
institutes are forced to focus on core research at the expense of research on ¢ross-
sectoral issues; and, (¢) technical cooperation has a higher priority than research.

3.2, Research and development

IRRI/PEEM initiative. Following the technical consultation on the proposed
research at ADB/Manila in November 1992, action was taken towards the
strengthening of its various components. To this end, Dr F.P. Amerasinghe was
recruited to appraise the country proposals from South India and Thailand and
assist local researchers to adjust their proposals in the light of the recommendations.
Dr Amerasinghe visited CRME, Madurai, India in February 1993 and the Faculty of
Tropical Medicine, Bangkok, Thailand in March 1993. Reformulated proposals
were subsequently submitted to the PEEM Secretariat.
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In September/October 1993 Dr Amerasinghe spent, under a similar arrangement,
four weeks at IRRI/Los Banos to revise the proposed research at IRRI in
consultation with the IRRI scientists. His report was submitted early November.

The Secretariat followed up with several interested donor agencies to try and
secure financial support for the proposal, with little success for a variety of reasons,
which include the general trend to focus aid efforts on African countries (together, of
course, with the fact that vector-borne disease problems in Africa are of a different
order of magnitude than in Asia) and the fact that donor agency structures are not
yet geared towards taking accountability for a multidisciplinary proposal of this
kind (see above).

At its 18th meeting the Steering Cominittee decided that emphasis should be
given to the recommendation made in Manila to initiate the individual country
projects without waiting for the entire initiative to be funded. With growing signs
of donor interest in the WARDA /PEEM proposal, however, the Secretariat's efforts
were then diverted to efforts to complete funding of research in West Africa first.

WARDA/PEEM (initiative. The technical consultation on this proposal in
November 1992 in Geneva led to a re-formulation of research objectives, a re-
structuring of the proposal in accordance with the logical framework format and a
targeted approach of interested donors. Mr Verhoef visited the Gambia, Mali and
Burkina Faso in March/April 1993 and worked with the WARDA, IPR and CEMV
staff in Bouake on the completion of the proposal. He was assisted by Drs
Carnevale (WHO), Lines (London School) and Wijeyaratne (IDRC). In a separate

visit to Mali (June) the research component to be carried out in that country was
developed in collaboration with Prof. Y. Touré and staff of the Ecole national de
Médecine et de Pharmacie, the Institut national pour la recherche en sunté publique and the
Institut d'économie rurale.

Extensive peer review followed in August and September and the final version of
the proposal was ready in October. By that time IDRC and DANIDA had indicated
their strong interest. IDRC intends to cover about one third of the total budget of
three million US$ over three years and DANIDA will contribute US$350,000. Four
other interested donors are considering support and will decide early 1994.

Environmental engineering for A. sundaicus control. The ILRI publication
Health and Irrigation contains various references to the environmental engineering
works in Indonesia of the 1930s to control the malaria vector Anopheles sundaicus.
The distribution of this brackish water breeding vector species stretches from
eastern India along the coasts of Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia,
Indonesia and Viet Nam. A proposal was developed for the re-assessment of its
importance as a vector and studies on the effectiveness of custom-designed
environmental engineering works in transmission control that could be applied in
the region of South-East Asia. This would be a collaborative effort of two PEEM
centres, ILRT (with the University of Wageningen) and QIMR together with local
research institutions. The proposal was submitted to UNEP and will be discussed
at the 12th PEEM meeting.
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3.3. Training of various target groups

Visual training aids. The slide set on Agricultural Development and Vector-
bome Disease Transmision was further developed. As recommended by the
Steering Committee the total number of slides was further reduced. The text slides
were re-designed and the accompanying text is currently being completed, putting
the originally purely technical explanations in a format that will allow the set's use
as an active learning tool.

Inter-regional workshops. The third and last inter-regional workshop on the
promotion of environmental management for disease vector control through
agricultural extension programmes was held in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, from 13 to
17 October 1992. Representatives from nine countries in Central and South-America
participated. Each country sent one health and one agricultural extension specialist.
As for the first two workshops, participants had prepared country reports. The
output of the workshop consisted of nine project ideas/national action plans.
Reporting on these workshops has been delayed, but the material for the reports of
all three workshops has been edited and publication is now scheduled for mid 1994.

Joint PEEM/DBL training course Health opportunities in water resources
development. Following the first trial course in Zimbabwe (7-18 September 1992),
the evaluation of the course acceptibility, effectiveness and efficiency was presented
and discussed at a special meeting at WHO Geneva. The minutes of this meeting are
available from the PEEM Secretariat. The report of the course was approved at this
meeting as well, and published in February 1993. It was distributed to the national
authorities and the course participants in Zimbabwe, to members of the PEEM
network, to those in the four UN agencies involved in training and education
activities and to a number of bilateral donor agencies.

Based on the recommendations made at the evaluation meeting a number of follow-
up activities were carried out in Zimbabwe, leading to a follow-up seminar that was
held in Harare from 17-20 November 1993. These follow-up activities included:

®  An in-depth health opportunity assessment of the planned Mupfure Irrigation
Project, carried out by the Danish Bilharziasis Laboratory, the Blair Research
Institute and the Liverpool Health Impact Programme. Data collection and
analysis was carried out in collaboration with a local ad-hoc steering group
consisting of course participants working in the province were Mupfure is
located. An assessment report has been published and is available from DBL
and BRI.

e A study of the policy framework for the planning and implementation of water
resources development in Zimbabwe, with the aim to identify possibilities to
incorporate health issues and ensure intersectoral consultation and action at
crucial moments during the project cycle. This study was carried out by the
Liverpool Health Impact Programnme and the Blair Research Institute, using a
group of course participants in the information collection process.
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At the November 1993 follow-up seminar in Harare, organized by PEEM, DBL
and BRI, participants gave a retrospective evaluation of the course and shared their
experience over the past year. Constraints on intersectoral collaboration were
identified and discussed. At a special session with high-level policy and decision
makers the reports of the Mupfure health opportunity assessment and the policy
study were presented. The seminar resulted in recommendations for an action plan
in Zimbabwe including policy change, institutionalization of the course and the
development of more case study material.

In preparation for the Ghana course, three meetings were held which redefined
the objectives of the course, identified the four crucial tasks that course participants
should be able to perform in the intersectoral planning of water resources
development and formulated the instructions for the preparation of task guides that
would be used in the completely participant-driven, problem-based learning
approach of the Ghana course. Moreover, the arrangements and logistics for that
course were determined at those meetings. The new objectives and the tasks to be
performed are presented in annex 4.

In consultation with the Environmental Education and Training unit of UNEP a
proposal was developed to carry out trial courses in South-East Asia, in
collaboration with the SEAMEO-TROPMED (South-East Asia Ministers of
Education Organization, Tropical Medicine Programme). This proposal has been
deferred for consideration in the 1994-1995 biennium.

4. FINANCIAL REPORT

In addition to the regular contribution of US$40,000 for the 1992-1993 biennium by
each of the agencies, the following support was received during the period under
review:

¢ an amount of US$195 000 was contributed by UNEP under the new external
project document for PEEM, phase 2. While covering the 1992-1993 biennium P&B
period, these funds only became available in November 1992. They were
earmarked for the following activities: two river basin missions in preparation for
the 12th PEEM technical discussion; publication of the newsletter, the Spanish and
French versions of guidelines 1 and 2 and the English version of guidelines 3; the
attendance of PEEM members at the XIII International Congress on Malaria and
Tropical Medicine; and the technical consultation on the IRRI/PEEM research
proposal and follow-up missions.

¢ WHO contributed US$25 000 from the budget allocated to the Community Water
Supply and Sanitation Unit under the Countries in Greatest Need initiative for the
organization of a National Seminar on Agricultural Development and Health in
Benin, and the subsequent production and distribution of the seminar report.

¢ Prior to the Benin seminar, FAO supported the health impact assessment
activities in that country from the FAO/UNDP project funds and also contributed
towards the organization of the seminar, at a total cost of approximately US$20 000.
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FAOQ/UNDP financial support of US$50 000 goes to health impact assessment of
irrigation development in Tanzania and follow-up action.

® The third interrregional workshop on environmental management and
agricultural extension in Honduras received support from the Pan American Health,
Organization (US$10 000 and the attendance cost of three staff mermbers), from the
Vector Biology and Control (VBC) Project (US$15 000) and from IDRC (US$4 500)

e VBC also participated with about US$10 000 and staff attendance to the Manila
consultation on the IRRI/PEEM proposal.

@ CTA, the Centre de Cooperation technique et agricole provided US$8 000 for the
translation of guidelines 1 and 2 into French

® The Danish Bilharziasis Laboratory (DBL) supported to an amount of
approximately US$35 000 the preparatory meetings for the Ghana course, the
production of materials for the Ghana course and follow-up activities in Zimbabwe:
the in-depth health risk assessment of the Mupfure Irrigation Project and the three
day seminar in Harare in November 1993. It furthermore contributed to the health
impact assessment missions to Benin through the services of one professional staff
member.

® The Health Impact Programme of the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine also
supported follow-up work in Zimbabwe (policy review) and preparation for the
Ghana course (US$10 000)

® The Dutch Government continued its support towards the PEEM Secretariat in
Geneva by providing the services of Mr H. Verhoef as Associate Professional Officer.
This arrangement came to an end on 31 October 1993, and on 1 November WHO
started covering a five months period for his continuation as a short term Technical
Officer. Three post descriptions for APO support have been submitted through the
appropriate channels.

¢ PEEM collaborating cenfres supported the work of the Panel with expert inputs
and, in several cases, attendance of meetings at their own expense.
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STATUS REPORT PEEM COLLABORATING CENTRES

(March 1994)

CENTRE

HEAD
(FOCAL POINT)

M

EXPIRY DATE

Danish Bilharziasis Laboratory
Jaegersborg Allé, 1D
DK-2920 Charlotteniund, Denmark

tel + 4531626168
fax + 4531626121

Faculty of Tropical Medicine
Mahidol Univarsity

420/6 Rajvithi Road

Bangkok 4, Thailand

tel  + 66 02 246031
+ 66 02 2469000-13
fax + 66 02 2468340

Institute for Land Improvement and Water
Management

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology

ETH Honggerberg

CH-8043 Switzertand

tel + 411377 4411
fax + 411371 7540

International Institute for Land Reclamation
and Improvement

P.O. Box 45

6700-AA Wageningen, The Netherands

tel  + 31 8370 90968
fax  + 31 8370 17187

international Irigation Management Institute
F.0O. Bax 2075
Colomba 1, S Lanka

tel  + 94 1 567404
fax + 94 1 566854

International Rice Research Institute
P.QO. Box 933
Manila, Philippines

el + B3 28181926
fax + 632817 8470
+ 63 2 818 2087

E-mail postmastet@irri.cgnet.com

Dr N.@. Christensen
(Mr P. Furu)

Prof Tan
Chongsuphajaisiddi
(Prof Santasiri
Sornmani)

{see ramarks)
Dr M. Fritsch

Dr M.J.H.P. Pinkers
(Mr W.B. Snellan)

Dr R. Lenton
{Mr C. Abemnethy)

Dr K. Lampe
(Dr &. Bhuiyan)

17 March 1955

29 July 1994

29 January 1997

30 April 1993

20 January 1995

6 Febryary 1995

draft TORs sent
to foca! point for
remarks

directorship on a
rotating basis.

designation
expected in April
1994
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M

CENTRE HEAD EXPIRY DATE REMARKS
(FOCAL POINT)

Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine Dr M.H. Bifley 29 January 1997

Department of Medical Entomotogy/Health

Impact Programma

Pambroke Place
Liverpool L3 5QA, United Kingdom

tel + 44 51 708 9393
fax + 44 51 708 8733
E-mail mi41@uxb.livac.uk

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Prof R. Feachem 29 January 1997
Medicine {Prof D.J. Bradlay)

Keppel Street (Gower Street)

Landon WC1E 7HT, United Kingdom

el + 44 71 636 8636
fax + 44 71 637 0248

Oswaldo Cruz Foundation Prof F. Dias de Avila 10 May 1993 redesignation
Cx Postal 926, CEP 21040 Pires pending reply by
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil OCF

tel + 55212701738
+ 5521 270 1103
fax + 55 21 580 5741

Gueensland Institute of Medical Research Dr B. Kay 10 August 1997
Mosquito Control Laboratory

The Bancroft Centre

300, Herston Road

Brisbane, Qid. 4029

Australia

tel  + 617 362 0350
fax + 617 362 0106
+ 617 362 111

Tennessee Valley Authority Dr C. Crowell 18 Navember
Evans Building, Room 1W 14 1A (Dr R.H. Brooks) 1996
Kroxville, Te 37902

United States of America

tel + 1615 632 6770
fax + 1615 632 6137

West Africa Rice Development Assotiation Dr E. Terry Expected: 1997 designation of

01 B.P. 2551 (Dr P. Mation) centre pending

Bouaks, Cote d'lvoire reply from AFRO
or WH

tel + 225634 514

+ 225 632 396

fax + 225 634 714
E-mail warda@cgnet.com
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