Appendix 4

Enviromental Questionnaire

Pro forma for the WHO study of HIV infection among injecting drug users-
Describing the enviroment

The purpose of this pro forma is to describe the legal, social, policy and general
environment which obtained in your city before and during the period of data collection.
If something dramatic happened earlier than this, but after the epidemic had started,
please indicate this. This information is being collected to assist with interpretation of
the data from the core questionnaire.

Please go through this pro forma carefully and record any important matters relevant
to your city which are pertinent to HIV infection among IDUs in your city but which
have not been included in the questionnaire.

Please complete as many questions as you can. If you feel unable to answer a
question, please indicate why this is not applicable to your centre. This will help to
improve our understanding of the differences between centres and also improve the design
of future questionnaires. Investigators should not hesitate to ask other colleagues about
aspects of the environment of which they have limited knowledge. If you do not have
time to answer all of the questions, answer the ones you know most about and ask a
colleague to complete as many questions as they can. If you do not have time to collect
all of the information and do not have colleagues who can help, simply answer what you
can.

Please describe the conditions in your city at the time of data collection rather than
policies which may have been approved but had not yet been implemented to any extent.

For some questions, good data may not be available for your city but may be available
for a larger jurisdiction. If you use data from a larger jurisdiction, please indicate this.

All questions are to be answered referring as much as possible to the mid point of
the period when your centre recruited respondents in this study. Ifthere have been major
changes before or after data collection, please indicate this. All questions refer to IDUs
rather than the general population. Please be as succinct as you can.
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Name and contact details of person responsible for compiling this report:

1

1.1

1.2

1.3

21

22

23

3.1

32

33

GENERAL

Please describe the city and national area within which the study was conducted in
terms of population, political system, ethnic variability etc (about 300 words).

Please describe the history and spread of drug use and drug injecting in the city,
including where available (a) estimates of the number of drug injectors, (b) types
of drugs injected (about 800 words).

Please describe the development of the AIDS epidemic in your city. Please give an
overview of the development of HIV and AIDS in your city including data on
extent, source of infection and prevalence. Please include (a) the year the first case
of AIDS was officially reported in your country, (b) the year the first case of AIDS
involving an IDU was officially reported in your country (c) the year the first case
of HIV infection was reported amongst [DUs.

AVAILABILITY OF STERILE INJECTION EQUIPMENT

Was the purchase or possession of sterile needles and syringes restricted by
legislation or regulations in your city before the data collection period? Please
discuss.

If policy and practice changed before, during or after the period of data collection,
briefly describe the major changes (with dates).

During the study period, how available (legally or illegally) were sterile needles
and syringes for IDUs and to what extent were IDUs encouraged to utilise sterile
injection equipment? What was the cost of sterile injection equipment for IDUs?
Approximately how many outlets were there for sterile injecting equipment in your
city? Please discuss.

AVAILABILITY OF CONDOMS

Were there any major cultural, religious or other obstacles to the use of condoms
in your city? Please discuss.

Were there any factors which facilitated the use of condoms in your city such as
family planning centres? Please discuss.

Had authorities taken steps to encourage IDUs to use condoms in your city? Please
discuss.
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4.2

4.2

5.1

5.2

53

5.4

6.1

6.2

BLEACH BOTTLES OR PACKETS FOR IDUs

How available was bleach for IDUs in your city before or during the study period?
Please discuss.

Had authorities taken steps to encourage IDUs to decontaminate used injection
equipment with bleach? Please discuss.

DRUG TREATMENT

How available and attractive to IDUs was drug treatment in your city before and
during the study period? Please describe the range and kinds of treatment available.
How were they organized? Which groups were targeted? Were any important groups
left out?

Had the capacity been increased, and the attractiveness of drug treatment been
improved in response to HIV before or during the study period? Please discuss.

During the study period, on an average day approximately what proportion of
IDUs in your city would you estimate were in treatment?

Hardly any A few Many Most
(<5%) (6-10%) (10-20%)  (>20%)

What proportion of IDUs on methadone treatment in your city during the study
period would you estimate were on "low dose-short term" or "high dose-long
term" treatment? Please discuss.

LEGAL ENVIRONMENT

During the study period in your city, what was the severity of the penalty for
possession of a small quantity (considered to be less than an amount indicative of
dealing) for the most commonly injected drug?

What was the average purity of street samples of the most commonly injected
drugs in your city at the time of the study?
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7.1

7.2

8.1

9.3

10

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

10.5

PUBLIC ATTITUDES TO DRUG USE

How would you describe public attitudes to IDUs in your city during the period of
this study? Please discuss.

Were current IDUs involved in the process of HIV prevention policy development
or implementation in your city or country at the time of this study? Please discuss.

POLICY FORMATION AND IMPLEMENTATION

How strongly did drug policy and practices in your city during the period of data
collection tend to emphasize either harm reduction or demand reduction? Please
discuss.

EDUCATION

Had authorities implemented HIV/AIDS awareness raising campaigns for the
general public before the period of data collection, which would have included
your city? Please discuss.

Had authorities implemented HIV/AIDS awareness raising campaigns specifically
targeting IDUs (possibly including information about less hazardous injecting
practices) before or during the period of data collection, which would have been
seen by IDUs in your city? Please discuss.

When did IDUs in your city become aware of HIV/AIDS in relation to the beginning
of the epidemic in this population? Please discuss.

PRISONS

When, if at all, did HIV/AIDS education programmes for prisoners begin in prisons
to which IDUs in your city were sent? Please discuss.

When, if at all, did bleach become available in prisons during the study period to
which IDUs in your city were sent and how available was it? Please discuss.

How available was treatment for drug dependent prisoners, if at all, in prisons to
which IDUs in your city were sent? Please discuss.

When did methadone maintenance for drug dependent prisoners become available,
if at all, in prisons to which your IDUs were sent, and how available was it at the
time of the study? Please discuss.

When did condoms become available, if at all, for prisoners in prisons to which
IDUs in your city were sent and how available were they? Please discuss.
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11

11.1

11.2

12

12.1

12.2

DRUG USER AND ADVOCACY GROUPS

Apart from self help groups promoting abstinence, did organizations for IDUs

~ exist in your city before or during data collection? Please discuss.

If these organizations had been established, were they able to influence HIV/AIDS
policy, provide needle and syringe exchange or outreach services to IDUs? Please
discuss.

PROSTITUTION

Had organizations for prostitutes (including government funded organizations)
been established in your city before or during data collection? Please discuss.

If these organizations had been established, were they able to influence HIV/AIDS
policy? Please discuss.
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Appendix 5

Data Tables
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