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MISSION
STATEMENT

The mission of the World Health
Organization’s Blood Safety Unit is to assist
WHO Member States to ensure that all
individuals have access to blood and blood
products that are as safe as possible,
available at reasonable cost, adequate to
meet the needs of all patients, transfused
only when necessary and provided as part
of a sustainable blood programme within
the existing health care systen.

Every year millions of lives are saved
through blood transfusions, but because of
chronic shortages and weak blood
programmes. transfusions in developing
countries have an increased risk of adverse
etfects to the recipient.

Eighty percent of the world’s population
live in developing countries, but people in
developing countries are supported by only
207 of the world’s blood supply.
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In developing countries most transtusions
are given lo:

* women - 10 treat haemorrhage 4s a
complication of pregnancy

+ children - with severe anaemia

* sertous trauma victims

TESTING

tach year up to € million blood donations
are nof tesied for Hepatitis B or HIV, and
very few are tested for Hepatitis C.

Malaria, Chagas’ disease and other tropical
diseases are often not tested for in countries
where these infections are prevalent.

In developed countries, whole blood
donations come from voluntary non-
remunerated donors, whereas in
devetoping countries, 80% of the blood
supply comes from paid or replacement
donors who have a greater potential o
transmit infectious diseases.
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The risk of disease transmission from blood
transfusion is very much higher in
developing than developed countries.




