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In the last section we looked at working in groups.

In this section we will look at the links that rehabilitation workers need to
establish with their colleagues in education.

By the end of this section you should be able to
® recognise the importance of working alongside colieagues in education
® refer children appropriately for schooling
® give advice to parents on preparing their child for pre-school or school
® give advice to teachers on helping a disabled child in their class.
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What do you
mean by
“linking with
education?”

Well, so far in this handbook we have
been talking mainly about
rehabilitation workers helping children
with communication difficulties. This
is particularly appropriate when we
are thinking of children who are at a
pre-school level. But if a child
progresses beyond this level we need
to think about arranging schooling for
him. To do this, we need to have
established good working
relationships with our colleagues in
education. This is what we mean
when we say “linking with education!”

1 Why do we need
‘ to link with
education?

<

if we want the children we have been
involved with to attend pre-school

or schoo! then we need to work
closely with education workers to
achieve this.

Who would we
work with in
education?

N

This might vary from place to place,
but generally it is important for you to
make contact with an educational
psychologist in your region. In
addition, you will need to get to know
the pre-schools in your area, as well as
the education officers and remedial
tutors who serve those schools. You
might find out for yourself that there
are other important people in
education that you need to work
closely with!

How can we
develop links
with education?

This whole section is about that very
thing! Read on to find out more about
how you can help to prepare a child
for his education...




Should | be trying to get [ Now thats a good question !
every disabled child | Trying fo arrange a place af a
come across info a pre-school or schod is a
pre-school or a school ? hatural progression of our
work with a disabled child.
~ J In theor ,every disabled
child can benefit from some sort of education. But in
Zimbabwe , where resources are limited , this is Just ot
proctical . For this reason, you need to think carefully about
which, of all he children you see , could possibly benefit
most from an education. This is where you yeed to work

c,loselg with your w“eague.s i education !

> What are our aims in working with colleagues

2,

N in education?
We aim :
® 0 heighten awareness of the general needs of disabled children

® to share information about our work and our role in working with
disabled children

® to gain a better understanding of the work and roles of colleagues in
education

® to work together to arrange placement in a pre-school or school that
will provide an education appropriate to the child’s needs

® to work with teachers to share ideas on how the disabled child can
best be helped in the classroom

® to provide some suppori and practical help to the teachers who have
a disabled child in their class.




Did you know...??
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In Zimbabwe there are several possibilities for
providing an education for disabled children.

There are local pre-schools and schools in
which the disabled child is placed in a class
with able-bodied children.

There are resource rooms in which a group of
disabled children are placed together in a class
with a specially trained teacher. Their class
shares the same site as a local primary or
secondary school.

There are special schools in which large
numbers of children with the same disability
are placed together. These institutions
specialize in providing an education only for
disabled children.

You need to find out who makes the decision
about which type of education is most
appropriate for a particular child in your area.
Always work through them and ask their
advice before you make any decision!

b

DoMBO
PRE-5cHooL

SEKE 2
m | | PRIMARY
‘ )

EMERALD HILL
SCHOOL FOR THE
DEAF




..aboul disabled children going to

PRE-SCHOOL
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® |n Zimbabwe there are no government owned pre-schools specifically
for disabled children.

® when a disabled child attends pre-school she will be expected to join in
with the daily routine of the class just as all the other children do.

® A pre-school is not usually given any extra staff to help them manage
a disabled child.

® There are pre-schools throughout Zimbabwe, both in urban and rural
areas.

® Every pre-school is different in terms of who runs them, the fees they
charge, the facilities they offer, their willingness and/or ability to accept
disabled children.

® Some pre-schools have trained teachers; some pre-schools have
untrained teachers.

® |t is important to try to establish good relations with the pre-schools
in your area and to find out if they are willing and/or able to accept
disabled children.

What are the aims of sending a disabled child
to pre-school?
By sending a child to pre-school we aim:

® to provide her with opportunities for learning new skills — social skills,
everyday living skills, reading skills, pre-writing skills

® to prepare her for primary school education whenever this is realistic.

ftis very |Mpor’rau+ that rehabilitation workers and

teachers understand each others roles in helping

disabled children . Try 1o think of ways To involve

pre-school and school teachers m your work so
L that You cam help each other |




Which children are appropriat.e for pre-school?

® It is not possible to send every disabled child to pre-school, even
though most children would benefit from the experience.

® For this reason, we must think carefully about which of the children
we see could benefit most from attending pre-school.

® Most disabled children really need the experience of pre-school before
we think about sending them to primary school. In this way, pre-
school is essential preparation for a child who might later on attend
primary school.

® When we're thinking of which disabled children are appropriate to
send to pre-school, it is what their needs are and what they are able to
do that is most important rather than their age. This means that we
might find a child who is 7 years old attending pre-school. In terms of
his age, he should be attending primary school, but in terms of his
development, he is still in need of pre-school experience.

| thought | (But remember ~ doin
w0uldr‘?"r1\‘ bother|  Ho pre-scheol mpgzgg
sending Ben 1o a child for primary e
pre-schod . ['l school It will give /
wait until he's him idencé

old enoughto go | | and will help him

fo primary school| |to cope muc

and then"send befter whenhe

him there.

Cur grandchild cannet
do anythi v hersek .
o SEoie8 for ne

Simba is now 7 years
old and is jusl

ready for pre - scheol.
But 15 he too

be very difficulf for \_ |
her af?e—sckooi and the
+eachers may ke unable fo

cope . I hi€ case it is befter
taf you carry on working

with “the chifd af home with
e hel your ocal
Rehabilitation Ted'mfcianf




Before a child can be considered for a place
at pre-school, she must be able

® o feed herself

® 0 look after her own toilet needs

® to dress and undresé herself With only a little assistance
® to bath herself

® {0 sit down and concentrate on one activity for a reasonable
length of time

® {0 play and interact well with other children
® to communicate her needs in some way

® to understand simple instructions.

it is important that we work fowards helping a 7
child to do all these things before we consider

Semo\in3 her fo pre-school . If she is nof able 4o do

these things it is possible Hat the teacher will not

be able to give her the edra help she weeds. This

will be damaging for everyone involved ~ the child ,

her parents, the feacher , and you. So remewber, ~
prepare o child properly before seading her to pre-schoot !

_J

>

For ideas on teaching a child self-help skills turn to Sections 4 and 10.

For ideas on how to encourage a child to concentrate, play and
communicate have a look at the activity pages in Section 3.

And for more ideas on how to develop pre-school skills,
turn to pages 7-10 of this section.

T $ X




Developing pre-school skills
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What are Attention, observation, memory,
pre-school matching and sorting, using a pencil
skills? and hand-eye co-ordination.

Why do We need to know about them so we
we need can prepare a child for pre-school and
to know assess their readiness to attend a
about pre-school.
them?

Who can He can be taught by parents,

teach a rehabilitation workers, teachers and
child anyone who is interested in helping
these the child.
skills?
G, How can we By giving them certain activities to do,
é' help a child which will particularly help them to
: to develop develop the different pre-school skills.
pre-school

skills?

On the following pages are some ideas of activities
to do with children, to help them to develop the
pre-school skills of attention, observation,
memory, matching and sorting, using a pencil
and hand-eye co-ordination.

Sit down with the child in a quiet place
and try the ideas together.




Activity ideas
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You will also find plenty of useful activities on the activity pages described
in Section 3. Make use of those too!

And here are some more ideas for you to try. They are only suggestions.
Feel free to try out your own ideas.

Activities to help attention skills

Look at books together Play imitation games Thread cards with string

Activities to help observation skills

Look carefully at the following pictures. What is missing? Draw in the missing part.

LI TTT
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Activities to help memory skills

Bang a rhythm on a drum.
The child must listen,
remember and copy it.

Listen! ...

Now you do i,
g — %
- é‘\/{
: |

Do a series of actions. The
child must watch,
remember and copy it.

Activities to help matching skills

Match the shapes

OWAN N
A O +

Match the pictures

O R
5%

Activities to help sorting skills

Sort the objects

/@ @@@

S-S5

/

Sort big from small

s ()

@@f

& o

9 more over the page...




Activities to help the skill of using a pencil

Trace along the lines

3= "t

Copy the shapes

+ O A&
N

Activities to help the skill of hand-eye co-ordination

Pour water into different containers

Thread the string through the holes

Practice doing up and undoing
different fastenings

1 ez

1




& P " Those pages of activities look. useful . So now
|

Y

| just give the octivities fo the child do, and
j ) \ thats wy work done , is it ? Greot !

Now hold on | ~There is actually more to it
than simply " giving the child on activity.” An
activity alone is nof enough.There are many
thinas that we need to think about when we
waug a disabled child fo learn new skills...

We need to think...

® How can we alter our communication
to make learning easier for the child?

® \What is the best environment for a child
to learn in?

® How can we help the child to fit in well

with the other children if he is learning
in a group?

® How can we make learning enjoyable
for the child?

Over the page are some ideas thaf
might be useful fo pre-school staff
who are helping a disabled child in
their class . Follow me ...}

11




How to help a disabled child in the pre-school classroom...

Advice for pre-school staff

Do’s / Don’t's X

Do create a calm atmosphere, where Try to avoid a situation where all the
children work in small groups free children are working on the same
from distractions and the teacher can | activity, in one large group, and are
go and talk quietly to each group. Seat | clamouring noisily for the teacher’s
the disabled child near to your desk, attention and where the teacher is
SO you can see how she is getting on. | shouting to be heard.

Do, if possible, assign a helper for the | Try to avoid a situation where you are
child, so she does not get too far coping on your own with a large group
behind. of children, among whom is a disabled
child who needs special help.

®
o
% %@zﬁ‘%‘i

Do, before you talk to a group, make Don't try to give instructions to a group
sure they are all sitting quietly. Get of children who are being noisy. This
the disabled child’s attention and will make it more difficult for the
ensure she is listening before you talk. | disabled child to understand.

You may need to address statements
specifically to the disabled child. -

A\l it in acircle ...
Lsaid, al} sir in acircle)

& Q\‘%hf

Do speak slowly and clearly, and try to | Avoid giving long, complicated

make your instructions simple and instructions and speaking too quickly.
straightforward, using gestures where
necessary.

First — take ouF
your books .

Hureu, hurey! Tts books we wontl
Y Y

Toke theen outl You musk draw
acircle, then o square,

12




Do be patient! Give the disabled child
time to respond and to complete

difficult activities.

Don't \'\urrj. ..
You've got P\enl_y

of Hmc.

Don’t rush the child or get impatient
when he is slow to respond, or to finish
an activity.

What! Shilt not

Do give a disabled child guidance
when he is doing difficult activities.
Help him to try and do it on his own.

T"j Pu\'l' 'mS
that piece

Don’t take over an activity from a child
and don’t do it for him.

Do treat the disabled child the same as
the other children, as far as possible.

Vou've been very naughly and you must
all stay and clear up the mess,

Don't let the disabled child get away
with behaviour that you do not allow in
the other children. Don’t treat him more
specially than you need to.

\]!ou’vc been very naugh\’y and you

must all stay and clearup themess—
except Faroyi-he can

Do try to make contact with the
parents of the child, to find out more
about him and to keep them informed
of his progress. Do tell the parents
how they can help him at home.

I'm slod to sec you aaou'n\_
Fo\ray': 1S doir\g well .l

Y,

Don’t leave the parents out, when you
are trying to help a disabled child. They
are the most important people!

T bhaven't got hime
to bother with
these parents.

m the classroom .

| hope , with these suggestions , that
feel more confident in "helping a disabled child

ou will

Pass the ideas on to anyone

else who may find them useful !

1

3




Writing a report for the pre-school teacher

3 [ A pre - school eacher has asked me fo write a report A

% | for her on Tambu . Tambu has Downs syndrome and her

\ \< mother and | want her fo go to the pre-School. What
information should | include in the report tnat will be
useful o the pre-schod teacher ? Do you have any ideas ?

Yes ~ below are the headings of the areas you will need +o
cover in such a report . Basically ,the pre-school teacher needs

fo know what Tombu can do , and what she has difficulty with.
| hope the outline below will help you ...

Report for pre-school

Name of child: Date of birth:
Address: Age:

Description of disability:

Summary of abilities:
¢ Hearing and vision:

e Motor/movement skills:

e Self-help skills:
Feeding -
Undressing -
Dressing —
Bathing -
Toiletting -

On the next two

pages you will see an

example” of a pre-School

report for a child colled \ ==
Blessing .

Read on ...

e Social skills:
Interaction with other children -
Interaction with adults —
Behaviour -

o Communication skills:

Attention and listening —
Understanding -
Expression —

¢ Any other difficulties:

* Comments/suggestions:

14



Report for pre-school

Name of child: Blessing Munondo Date of birth: 01/01/86
Address:House No 2546, Kuwadzana 1 Age: 6 years 2 months

Description of disability: Cerebral palsy, which means Blessing
has difficulty with all movement.

Summary of abilities:
¢ Hearing and vision: Blessing is able to hear and to see well.

* Motor/movement skills: Because he has cerebral palsy, Blessing
has difficulty with all movement. However, he is able to walk and
run although he is unsteady. He is able to sit well on an ordinary
chair. He is able to use his hands well although he finds precise
movement with his hands more difficult.

e Self-help skills:

Feeding — Blessing can feed himself well, using either his hands
or a spoon. He has some difficulties with chewing food and
with swallowing drinks, but he is able to manage well on
his own if he is given time.

Undressing/Dressing — Blessing is able to dress and undress
himself. He has some difficulty with fastenings, such as
buttons, zips and laces, so his mother always makes sure
that his clothes do not have any of these.

Bathing — Blessing is able to bath himself.

Toiletting — Blessing knows when he wants to go to the toilet
and he can look after his own toilet needs.

¢ Social skills:

Interaction with other children —Blessing enjoys playing with other
children and he plays well with them. Sometimes he gets
frustrated when he cannot make himself understood but once
the children get to know him this is usually not a problem.

Interaction with adults — Blessing is sometimes shy to interact with
adults other than those he knows well. Once he gets to know a
person though, he will interact freely with them.

'Behaviour — Blessing’s behaviour is appropriate for a child of his
age.

15 ...continued



Report for pre-school continued...

e Communication skills:

Attention and listening — Blessing is able to concentrate on one
activity until he has finished it, for example, looking at pictures
or completing a puzzle. He listens carefully to all spoken
instructions.

Understanding — Blessing can understand spoken instructions just
like any other child of his age. He has no problems with
understanding.

Expression — Because he has difficulties moving his mouth, lips,
tongue, etc, Blessing’s speech is not always clear and
sometimes it can be difficult to understand what he says.
However, he is able to get his message across by using a
combination of speech and gestures, and in this way he can
express himself well.

* Any other difficulties: Blessing has had convulsions in the past
but these are now controlled by medication. He attends the
hospital for regular check-ups of his medication.

e Comments/suggestions: Blessing has been attending our
rehabilitation department for the last 4 years. In this time we
have seen great improvement in what he is able to do. We now
feel that he would really benefit from attending pre-school
along with other children and we would be most grateful if you
would consider him for a place.

...........................................

16




... about disabled children going to

SCHOOL
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® As we mentioned before on page 2 of this section, there are several
possibilities when it comes to providing primary school education for
children with disabilities.

® The different possibilities in Zimbabwe are:
— attending local primary schools
— attending a resource room
— attending a special school.

® For every child you see a decision needs to be made about which type
of primary school education will best meet their needs.

® There may be special educational facilities for:
— children who are hearing impaired
— children who are mentally handicapped
— children who are physically disabled
— children who are visually impaired
— children who are multiply disabled

® Find out what the correct referral systems are for sending children to
these facilities. Be sure to follow them.

Finci Ou‘l' aLJOu‘t’ the services

“in Your Couerrj, and make

contact  with PQOPKZ who
can L\elp you ‘

17




Developing school skills
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What are Once a child has developed pre-school
‘school skills, she is ready to learn more difficult
skills'? skills. These are skills which are often

taught in the early years of school, for
this reason we call them, school skills.
Why do | Itis important to know about school skills

so that we can help a child who is having
difficulties developing these skills.

Who can Anyone who is interested in heiping the
teach child can teach her — parents,
a child rehabilitation workers, teachers...
these
skills?
74
How can There are certain activities which will help
we help a | a child to develop these skills. Sit down
child to with the child in a calm and quiet place
develop where she can concentrate and let her try
school out the activities.
skills?

On the following pages are some ideas of activities to do with children
to help them develop school skills. We must be certain that a child
is confident in all the pre-school skills and activities, before we

go on to the school activities.

Now turn over
for some ideas ... ‘

18




Activity ideas
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Here are some ideas of activities to develop the skills of observation,
memory, matching and sorting, sequencing, numbers, writing and
reading. These are our suggestions. Feel free to use your own ideas.

For many of the pre- school and scheol ac’ﬁvi‘hes,fyou will
need a set of pictures showing everyda%’ objects. Turn o
page 28 of this section for a sef of pictures for you to copy.

Activities to help observation skills

Look carefully at the following pictures. Draw in the missing parts.

o




Activities to help memory skills

“What’'s missing?”

Using a set of pictures, play a game
where you lay out 4 pictures. The child
must look at each one carefully, as you
name it. Then she must shut her eyes.
Take one picture away. She opens her
eyes and must try to remember which
picture is missing. Take turns. When
the game gets easy for her, take away
two pictures for her to remember, and

Look atall the pictures.. .
tree ... house ... cup...car.

I take

one quy_

e

\Whichone's gone?

“Pairs game”

Use a set of pictures which has
matching pairs. Several people can
play. Lay all the pictures out, face down.
Each person must take a turn to pick up
2 cards. If both cards are the same, that
person keeps the cards, if they are not,
she puts them back, face down and the
next person takes a turn. The aim is to
try and remember where the pairs of
cards are and to collect the most cards.

An' T have bwo which
are different, \/our

furn .

Ohl Youhove thwo the
same ! keep
that paye ,and

“Remember the order”

Using a set of pictures, lay out 4
pictures in a row. The child must look
at them carefully and remember the
order they are in. She must shut her
eyes. You mix up the pictures. The
child must open her eyes and try to
put the pictures back in order.

Look. ot the pictures carefully .. .
6 tree ...house .. .cu‘;: ..car,
W/

ynu pot bhem back
as they were before

“] went to town and bought...”
Play this game with a small group of
people. The first person says, “l went to
town and bought a hat.” The second
says, “| went to town and bought a hat
and...” remembering the first person’s
purchase, and adding one of her own.
The game continues round the group,
with each person remembering all the
past purchases and adding one of her
own. When someone makes a mistake,
or forgets, the game starts again.

1 boughta,
hakand a

1 went Yo toun

hal, a coal and
‘some sugac,

T boygnt o hal,
o coaY, some
sugor and
some Yice

20




Activities to help matching skills

Match the colours

\o\u,_,l gut_i\ 36\\0\5
i | N
\\\‘ﬂ

%

Match the numbers

2 3 4
S

Match the letters

o bcd

~

Hh d o ¢

L2
N
A

Activities to help sorting skills

Sort long from short

=
= —>

)i

Sort the objects into different colours

Sort the objects into things we wear,

g

Which is the odd one out?
@

21




Activities to help sequencing skills

Collect, or draw a group of pictures which show a sequence. Mix them up and

ask the child to arrange them in order.

NS N/
Y

¢l

Dvs5

| ,i_f@ﬁ\_

Activities to help number skills

Match objects to the written number

Do the same with other objects

112 |3

11O 12108 | 3000

& S &

D fa=-) &2 ==
d f== =)

== =

\ &

)
QO

2,

3

QO

Once a child understands the numbers
1-5, help her to learn numbers up to 10.

719 |0

2 % ©© C;Z DOO
L= ﬁ@ O J© on

Q fo) <9
= = O Qo
e OO A
£ O

Play games where you give the child
instructions to give you a certain

number of items. Use gesture as well
as speech to ask her.

Peter ! give,. Virv\bt.v[\TI
‘8 me. 5 oranges g g;ve, me. |
pencil.

Ben! Give Chipo!
me 9 Collect 10

boltle -taps. feaves forme .

GELG

22




Activities to help reading and writing skills

Draw dots in the shape of letters for
the child to trace along

Draw dots in the form of numbers for
the child to trace along

/
// /, !
g )
/
3 —e \\ /

Draw dots in the form of your child’s
name to trace along

TN TN TN
i v ‘i o Y/ \
\ 2y t 1 r /
\\ A ‘. “ \s_// \\ 7
{
i

Write names or words for the child
to copy

Cnipo
C\Q

Make shapes of letters for the child to
play with, colour in, trace around, cut
out, make pictures with

Child to find certain letters within
a word

O

Y
&ﬁk robbit
R/
cug héuse

Match words to pictures

O] &

oo

dog | |car
Sy DT
/*yw ®\ / }%;K

/

V&
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\ Rishf ~ I'm off 1o use these activities ‘J

i Hang on a minufe ! Do you remember | e,mlained

a few pages ago that there are some efner
things we need do think about when we want
to help a disabled child fo learn new skills .
We cannot Simply sit her down and leave him

L with an acfivi+3 to 30,1’ on with alone .

‘- < Qops , sorry ...yes ... Now | remember ]

® \We must ensure that we have good communication skills.

® We need to create a calm environment which helps a child
to concentrate and learn.

® \We should try hard to ensure that the disabled child feels
at ease with and accepted by the other children in a class.

® By being sensitive to the child’s needs, we can help
to make learning more enjoyable for her.

q/e\l done - you've remembered | And
now, over the page are some more ideas
which will be especiallg useful for school
staff who have a disabled child in their
\ class ...

2 4



How to help a disabled child in the classroom...

Advice for school staff

Do’s / Don’'t’s X

Do seat the child in a place where he Don’t seat the child far away where he

can see and hear you clearly, and has difficulty seeing and hearing you.
where you can see how he is getting Also don’t seat him so close that he
on. feels awkward.

Do try to get the attention of the Don't give out instructions and
whole class before speaking. Make information without ensuring that the
especially sure that the disabled child | child is attending and listening.

is listening, and that he hears and
understands your message. Always Turn fo page 2.

check that he has understood. ﬁ//@j\mﬁ Noone's listeningl

- 1sten! ’ '}
&%;z@\ U e Be

7N \
Do give the child guidance with Don't ignore the child when you see he
difficult activities. Do give him help if is having difficulties. But also don’t take
he is having problems. over the activity and do it all for him.
Try o\raw}ng a Heve ~ el me
circle there doi.

Do have patience when the child is Don't rush a child or show impatience
taking a long time to do or say when he is taking time over a response

something. - or an activity.
Take your fime .. Hurrjj up and say
: There's no rush . A wholt you wank .

Do include the child in as many Don’t exclude a child from activities just
activities as possible. Find special because he is disabled.

activities that he can do. Tornorrow g Sports Day.
Chipo ~you don't need fo come .

Tomorrow is Sports Day ! T want John
ond Sam foserve drinks ond I want

25




Do ask questions in such a way

that the disabled child can respond.

oint to the capital of Z%mbabwe.—)

~

m Hotase|

oY 82

Don't ask questions in such a way that
a child has no way of responding, even
when she knows the answer.

. [ What is the capital of T keow 1F but
)\ Zimbabue? <3 ~ (o Yooy it oot

Xy

Do demand the same standard of
behaviour from all the children in the

class. You have been vecy nuushtj
f and musrgﬂsl’ay in ol break |

§Ba0

Don’t treat the disabled child more
leniently than the other children. If she
misbehaves, discipline her as you
would another child.

) ﬂoi have been very mu\jh\’j and

s. g raust all shy‘m
i Al

Do treat the child as much like the
other children as you can.

\ | Wewill all say the poem
. ) —\ fogether.

g R
A%

— except John .
Don’t draw attention to the child’s

disability. Each person must eay averse —
~, [except John, because he can't
" Ji~ spear properly
/. .
é Q
oy P

Do try to make contact with the child’s
parents to seek any advice you need
and to keep them informed of her

progress.

"Q\kins {o you. T hope you can

ﬁﬁ‘nos been very useful
come oﬁain,

Don't leave the parents out, when trying
to help a disabled child. They are

important helpers!
Jon needs extrahelp. ..

Do maintain good links with your local
education office. Keep them informed
of the child’s progress and seek their
support and advice when necessary.

Hallol T'd like to
discuss ane of

Cul’uin\:j \

~
-

Don't cut yourself off, from other people
who can help the child. Keep contact
with your local education office and
work together in your efforts to help

the child. |

I Schaol [ ®

classroom a positive

a disabled child .

These ideas , along with those given for pre-school
sfaff , should help you o make learning in a

and happy experience for
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And now, here are some more ideas which will
help children with specific disabilities in the
classroom . Read on ...

Ideas for hearing impaired children
The teacher should:

® position herself where her face is in light,
not shadow

® ensure the child can see the teacher’s face
and mouth when she speaks

® use gesture as well as speech when talking

® try to give visual examples of what she is
talking about, for example, a picture,
points written on biack board

® get the child’s attention, and ensure he is
watching her face when she speaks.

Ideas for children with a mental handicap
The teacher should:

® ensure the child is listening when the teacher
speaks

¢ use simple, clear language and familiar words
® repeat instructions clearly and often

let the child repeat activities often

praise any attempts the child makes

try not to be critical when the child does not do
as well as others.

Ideas for children with cerebral palsy
The teacher should:
® ensure that the child has some means of

communication, for example, words, signs,
pictures

® ensure that she is aware of and responsive to
any attempts the child makes to communicate

¢ ask questions in such a way that the child has
a chance to respond, for example write a choice
of answers on the board for chiid to point to

® make sure the child is seated in a comfortable
and stable position

® check what kind of pencil it is easiest for the
child to hold.

27




Here are the pictures | was talking about

on page |4~ Copy each one , stick them

onto cards and cover them in plastic . Then,
make sure you use them ! And dont forget -
draw your own pictures and add fo this set !

J
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Now five years old, Peresi has Down'’s
Syndrome. For the last year, he has
been attending his local pre-school. His
mother describes their experience.

“Since [I've been attending the
rehabilitation department | can see that
Peresihasimproved andthatheis slowly
learning new skills. Once the
rehabilitation staff felt that he had made

enough progress they suggested that
he would do well

Inthisway we are all working togetherto
help Peresi.

Since Peresi started going to pre-school
several otherthings have changed. First
ofall, the neighbours who were so scared
of him to begin with, now go along to the
pre-school just to see how he is getting
on. They can’t believe that he is coping
sowell. They have also started to tell me
about other disabled children that they

have heard of and

atapre-schooland
would learn from
being with other
| children. So they
wrote a letter for
me to take to the
pre-school
explaining what
Peresi could do
and asking for a
place for him. |
was very happy
when | was told
that Peresi could
attend the local
pre-school. Since

they ask me to go
andvisitthe families
and to give them
advice. I'm always
happy to do this
because my own

experience  has
helped me to
understand the

problems that the
parents of a
disabled child have.
Secondly, the
attitudes of the
teachers at Peresi’s
pre-school have

he has been going

there for a year, and with the ideas that
Igotfromthe rehabilitation department,
hecan now feed himselfandtryto dress
himself and he is toilet-trained. He is
only able to speak some words but he
can communicate more easily using
gestures.

| feel very positive that Peresi can learn
more skills and | am always keen to find
outmore about how/can help him. I still
go to the rehabilitation department
regularly to get ideas from them and to
let them know how Peresi is getting on.
I can also pass on messages between
the pre-school and the rehabilitation
department, and the other way round.

changed over the
last year. Initially, many teachers were
concerned that they did not know how
to help Peresi, but now they are happy
because they can see how much he has
improved and they feel more confident
in helping him.

Peresi has really benefited from having
contact with other children. He has lots
of friends at pre-school who run up to
him when they see him coming through
the school gate. It has got to the point
now where the care-taker of the centre
shouts “Mind my flowers!” when he
sees all the children rushing to meet
Peresi in the morning. This makes me

very happy.”
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> Iinportant points to remember 4
/< about linking with education ><

® |t is important to establish good working
relationships with all other people involved in
helping disabled children. It is only by working
together that progress can be made.

A child who is severely disabled may not be able
to benefit from pre-school or school but we need
to ensure that any child who can benefit from
some sort of education is given every opportunity
to gain access to the educational resources
available. ' '

We can ensure this by
— finding out what resources are available

working closely with our colleagues in
education \
preparing a child for pre-school or school
by doing appropriate activities with her
-writing a report on the child we are helping,
summarising her abilities and making
appropriate recommendations '

— supporting teachers and giving advice on how
to help a disabled child in the classroom.

For children who are unable to gain access to

a pre-school or a school, we can give the parents
and family advice on how to help their child

at home.
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TEACHINC IDEAS
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On the following pages you will find a teaching activity:

® How to help a disabled
child in the classroom -
— Hints for teachers
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TEACHING IDEAS

How to help a disabled child in the
classroom — Hints for teachers

This is a set of posters giving hints on how to help a disabled child
in the classroom. It can be used for helping pre-school teachers, and
anyone involved in the education of disabled children.

The aim is to show the good, and the not-so-good ways of dealing
with a disabled child in the classroom (see pages 12 and 13 and
pages 25 and 26).

You will need: scissors, card/paper, / ’@
pens, stikistuff ‘
20

To make the posters:

1 Take 20 pieces of card or
paper 15 x 20 cm each. i5

2 Divide the cards into 10 pairs.

3 Take each pair of cards. On the
one card draw a picture showing
the good way of helping a child. '
On the other draw a picture
showing the way that is not-so-good.
Pair 1 — to show the importance Wﬁ%‘
of creating a calm f\/ Ry

atmosphere in the /Q%Q ,{fﬁ,@

classroom.

Pair 2 — to show the importance

of seating a child where ﬁ 084 ?\ O
she can see you. TS S r ﬁé@

Pair 3 — to show the importance

Peter! ameon!  Take oV
of getting the child’s youe pencil

attention before speaking 3 ) ﬂ

to her.
irst — open LA

Pair 4 — to show the importance . =
wewant . Yoy |

of speaking slowly, clearly ()-ree bk, e e
. ns hot Ka
and simply. (ﬂ } \ ok
1
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TEACHING IDEAS
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Pon't hurry. omeon! Hueryup!
Just rake We haven't i
. . () your bime got alida |
Pair5 — to show the importance f Gé QQ
of being patient. . v
Pair 6 — to show the importance Ty poFring & Tt WeF me do
. . S - lin€ Fhat for
of giving the child just ) \here G .
\

\/ou
enough help — neither <Q(\8
too much nor too little. v ==

Pair 7 — to show the importance T out Fhe
p
NER g 3

of including the child ™
in all activities and 2 / \Q ® e
giving him opportunities V. 5}
to respond.

(Y
1A
3

£
<o
3
L i
L
T

%\i\:e_ GeEn nawhl

Youmave been nau Nrj
and wilt all be a bt

o will o

Pair 8 — to show the importance punithed. (3 roioad
of treating the child in WA @f?f’ﬁ ﬁ% (e;@”
the same way as the ' J i

other children.
Welcame! It qood to I com‘l-.be bothered
. . P o0 ! With Hhese
Pair9 — to show the importance e

@?r@,@\ ‘ e ﬁ@

of making contact with
the child’s parents.

TN

Pair 10 — to show the importance

of establishing good f-‘l,} /\f);
links with other BAS A
education workers. S~ N

Before you use this teaching aid, be sure that you yourself
have read through, and understand the best ways of helping
a disabled child in the classroom.

To use this teaching aid:

® Divide the group into 10 smaller groups.
Give each small group one pair of pictures.

® Within the small group, people must discuss
which picture shows the good way of helping a disabled child.

® Someone from each group then comes up and
explains the pictures to the whole class. The
small group then does a role-play of the scenes
in their pictures to illustrate the hints more clearly.
Discuss the hint with the whole class.

® When each group has taken their turn, summarise all the hints,
and answer any questions.
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