» The 50s and 60s. Declaring war on disease: Conducting
mass campaigns against tuberculosis, malaria, yaws, syphilis,
smallpox, leprosy and yellow fever.

» The 70s. Spearbeading Health for All: Eradicating smallpox;
promoting primary health care, family planning and access
to affordable essential drugs.

» The 80s. Promoting health: Implementing universal child
immunization campaigns; introducing environmental health
initiatives (e.g. safe drinking water and sanitation, as well as
healthy cities, schools, work and public places).

» The 90s. Profiling health’s role in international
development: Reducing the excess burden of disease on the
poor; improving reproductive health; closing in on measles,
leprosy, guinea worm disease, lymphatic filariasis, Chagas
disease and polio.

» The Millennium. Working proactively with partners:
Collaborating to develop more effective health systems and to
counter potential economic, environmental and lifestyle
threats to health; targeting the last cases of polio, guinea
worm disease and leprosy by the end of the year 2000.

» 21" Century. Putting health at the beart of the
international development agenda: Expanding the
knowledge base, combatting ill health and diseas
helping countries build healthy populations.

These health achievements give cause fo\\
celebration. ..

For 50 years, WHO has pioneered public health achievements —
breakthroughs which have saved hundreds of millions of lives.

... but much remains to be done.

The unfinished business
of the 20" century

Communicable diseases like malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/
AIDS persist and, in some areas, are actually increasing.
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Immunization still does not reach a// the world’s children.

Health inequities abound. The developing world bears 90% of
the disease burden but gets only 10% of health resources.

Poverty endures, breeding ill health. IIl health exacerbates
poverty. It’s a vicious circle.

New challenges in the 21 century
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Economic disparities, environmental degradation and social
disintegration are jeopardizing efforts to provide more
equitable, comprehensive health care.

The double burden of disease is hitting developing countries
hard. Non-communicable diseases linked to an ageing
population and changing lifestyles, such as cancer, heart
disease, stroke, asthma and diabetes, are adding to the
burden of existing infectious diseases, such as pneumonia
and HIV/AIDS.

New and re-emerging infectious diseases, such as a new
form of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease linked to “mad cow”
disease and TB, are also affecting industrialized countri
There is increased resistance to antimicrobial drugs,
once viewed as a reliable, long-term solution.

Health for All is proving an elusive goal. With accessible,
affordable health services but a dream for one-fifth of
humanity, 40% of all people still die prematurely.







