_____

Social, Economic

Research (SEB)

LL‘<<‘\
VY<<£"/

%

UNDP/World Bank/WHO

pecial Programme Tor Researci raining in fropical Diseases




3

Social, Economic and Behavioural Research

MISSION

supports

obal efforts to
tious diseases
fect the poor
it (STR), the
ial, Economic
2ads to better
behavioural,
patterns and

obal programme

opical Diseases (TDR) is a

I Programme for Research and

isease con

©
2]
=
o
-
S
Y

'$8IN301d SOUBH/IIPY UILEN @ :TT-0T'd ‘1d34v/AInd 80138d/00SINN @ :9°d

(4QL/OHM ® 118) F30INN/YAL/OHM :GT°d

t‘dwnuy Apuy :T°d ‘dwniy Apuy :£1°d ‘spremp3 yrep :g1°d f[uep Jaialjo (1T d ‘dwni) Apuy :oTd
‘dwniy Apuy :6-gd ‘spremp3 e :2°d ¥al/oHM :G'd ‘dwni) Apuy :t°d ‘spremp3 el :g-z'd

:s030Ud

quemyas esi :ubisaq

2002 '¥aLe

(Ju1'oumM@1p3 :|1ew-3) “PUBLSZIMS ‘/Z BASUS9 TTZT

‘0z ei1ddy anuaAy ‘uoneziuebiQ YifesH PO ‘SUOIIBIIUNWWIOY YdL O3 JUSS 3G PINOYS IUSLINIOP SIY} JO
ed Jo |je 9anpoidal 01 s3sanbay "sasodind [e1o1awwWod yam uonduNfuod ul asn Joj 1o aes oy Jou Ing
‘ajoym ui Jo Med ul ‘payejsuel) Jo pajoesIsqe ‘pamalnal Aaai) ag ‘Janamoy ‘Aew JuaWNIOp ay L

*(OHM) uoryeziuebiQ yifeaH pJ4opm 8y} Jo uonedljgnd [euwo} € Jou S| JUBWNIOP SIY| "PaAIasal SO ||y

1°20/83s/41S/4aL



4 Social, Economic and Behavioural Research

RATIONALE FOR
SEB RESEARCH

In general, social, political and economic
factors are central to the spread and
persistence of infectious diseases. In the
majority of cases, the performance of
health systems in protecting the most
vulnerable populations from infectious
diseases falls far short of optimal. Basic
and strategic SEB research work is
designed to generate new knowledge
about the determinants of communicable
disease emergence and persistence, as
well as opportunities for improved disease
control.

Social, Economic and Behavioural Research

RESEARCH AREAS

SEB supports research and trains researchers addressing issues of trans-
disease and global importance. It encourages research that contributes to
identifying needs, opportunities and innovations for improved disease
control and prevention of the following diseases: African trypanosomiasis,
Chagas disease, Dengue, Leishmaniasis, Leprosy, Lymphatic Filariasis, Malaria,
Onchocerciasis, Schistosomiasis and Tuberculosis.
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Social, Economic and Behavioural Research

Social, economic and political change
and globalization may offer potential
gain for certain population groups. For
others it can mean more inequality, more
marginalization and more poverty. SEB
is committed to promoting research
that sheds light on the impact of global-
ization and other forms of social change
on disease persistence, emergence and
resurgence. Such research can help define
and illustrate health policy options in a
rapidly globalizing world.
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Gender roles and responsibilities
impact on both disease patterns and
the effectiveness of prevention and
control. Men and women experience
different exposure and susceptibility
to disease. Gender inequality is related
to differential access to prevention and
control measures and to use of the
health care system. The SEB Steering
Committee’s focus on gender seeks to
identify and address gender-specific
health needs, barriers to health care
and possibilities for improved disease
prevention and control.
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Community-level factors, and their
social, economic and political context
impacting on infectious diseases, are
fundamental to understanding how
communities manage their health and
well-being. SEB promotes research
elucidating how community dynamics
impact on infectious disease control
efforts.

Social, Economic and Behavioural Research

War, civil unrest and other forms of political conflict have negative effects
on communities and health services. The breakdown in local infrastructure
allows resurgence of previously controlled diseases and emergence of new
ones. Insight into the effects of conflict and violence on tropical disease con-
trol creates possibilities for planning and management of these diseases in
situations of instability and crisis. The Committee is particularly concerned to
examine how vulnerabilities to conflict can be reduced and resilience by both
communities and health systems can be bolstered.
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SEB research matters necessitate multi-level, cross-disciplinary approaches
to health research. Theoretical and methodological approaches to infectious
disease control, developed in disciplines such as medical anthropology, health
economics, social medicine and medical sociology, medical geography and
political economy of health are useful in this area. SEB supports the explo-
ration of new ways of applying and integrating these methodologies in
tropical disease control and health systems research.
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WHO CAN APPLY FOR FUNDING?

Scientists from all countries, especially those where TDR diseases are
endemic, are eligible for research grants. Collaborative research efforts

are encouraged.
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Full details of research proposal requirements and deadlines are

available in the social research area of the TDR website:

www.who.int/tdr/topics/social
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Mailing address:

TDR

World Health Organization
Avenue Appia 20

1211 Geneva 27
Switzerland

Street address:

TDR

Centre Casai

Avenue Louis-Casai 51-53
1216 Geneva

Switzerland

Tel: (+41) 22-791-3725
Fax: (+41) 22-791-4854
E-mail: tdr@who.int
Web: www.who.int/tdr



