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HEALTH PERSONNEL

FROFESSIONATL, AND AUXTLIARY

Explanatory note

1- "Profession” is a vocation in which a professed knowledge of some
department of learning or science is used in 1ts applicaticn to the alfairsz
of other persons or in the practice of an art founded upon it (Oxford
English Dictionary). A professional worker is a health worker educated to
the generally accepted level for that discipline (Wld Hlth Org, techn. Rep.
Ser. 1961, 212, 4). It is someone who has been educated in a profession
to the point at which he is capable of unlimited self-education theresafter
(McDermott, W. (1964) J. Med. Educ. 39, 666).

2= The heaith professions are often distinguished as medical and para-
medical. Paramedical include all the professions allied to medicine which
together make up the health team, i.e. nursing and midwifery, sanitation,
dentistry, ete. (Off., Rec, Wld, Hith Org. 1963, 127, 184). However in order
t0 eliminate the confusion which exists in many parts of the world regarding
this word "paramedical” we suggest avoiding 1t as much as possible.

e "Auxiliary" is a paid health worker with less than full professional
qualification in a particular field, who assists and 1s supervised by a
professional worker {United Nations, Administrative Committes on
Co-ordination (1954) Report of the ad hoe inter-agency meeting on the training
of auxiliary and community workers, p. 10 (unpublished document
Coordination/R.170). Quoted in: Expert Committee on Professional and
Technical Eduecation of Medical and Auxiliary Personnel (1956) Wld Hith Org.
techn. Rep, Ser, 109, 4), Auxiliaries are trained to meet local needs,
There are, therefore, no generally accepted programmes of training. The
training is, of course, primarily practical - & dolng process in which a
persor. can be better prepared for carrylng out certain functions (Wld Hlth
Qrg., techn, Rep, Ser. 1961, 212, 12).

4. There may be auxiliaries in medicine, in nursing, in sanitation,
etec, Furthermore, there can be different levels within the broad category
of auxiliaries, e.g. In nursing there are auxiliary nurses, nursing aides,
etc, (Qff, Rec. W1d Hlth Org. 1963, 127, 184). Auxiliarles for many of
the professions may be grouped in three levels, namely (a) the sub-professional,
middle-grade or assistant level, (b) the cluster of skills or ald level and
{e¢) the single skill level. (Wld Hith Org, techn, Rep, Ser. 1965, 294,

20 - for more details see WHO (1964) Supplement to the Second Report on the
World Health Situation 1961-1962, Part II, Education and Training of

Health Persomnel).
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