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The Epidemlology and Qua*antlne Commlttee 01 the
lﬁter;m Commission in its tirst report (WHO: IC/QE/l 13 Nuvember
1946) agreed unanimcusly:

. "That the problem ot malaria was surriclently urgent
and important to warrant immediate action., It was therefore
decided to appoint a sub-committee of rive sxperts: to study end
advise on this important problem. It was fslt that this Sub-~
Ccmmittee should meet just before the next Session ot the
Interim Commission and prsparc a note for considsration by the
Committee. It was anticipated that subsequently it would be

. necessary for this Sub-Committee to continue certasin investiga-
tions and submit a report in due ccurse.”

This Sub-Commitiee, hencefcrward called the Nuclear
Committee on Malaria, has alrsady been formed. Four members,
all very widely known experts on malaria, have already been
‘appcinted by the Chairmen o1 the Interim Commission jointly
with the Exccutive Secretary., (Protressor M. Ciuca, Brigadier
N. Hamilten Fairley, Dr. 4. Gabelddbdn and Dr, Paul F.- Russell).
The fitrth member has not been appointed, for no ncmination has
yet been brought forward by the U S+S.Re reprusentatlve on the
Interim Commission. - ‘

Although the Nucleer Melaria Ccmmittee, according.to
the above quoted suggesticns of the Epidemiology and
Quarantine Ccamittee, should heve been convaned terers the
Trird Scssion ot the Irntsrim Ccwmissicn, such an sarly meeting

"~ has been tound impossible, and ths Nuclear Malarias Committee
will mes?t in Geneva on April Zlst. In the meantime the
Secretariat has approached the tour members already appointed,
‘and, on the. basis or conversatioms with Brigadier.Hamilton
Frirley, Dr. Gebalddn and Dr. Rubsnll, a drart aganda has teen
prepared ("VHO IC/Mal/l)

Itom I of the Age.da, paragraph C cells tor a
programme o1t co-ordinatsd and strictly cont*olled expe riments
with the new anti-malarials, to be carried out in several
countries on the C.mmittee’s suggesticn.
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Tresc new anti-malarials, such as Psludrine and
Chloroquine, which promise tc be much mcre etrricient than any
other antiﬁmalarial drug sc¢ tar known. and which, by weekly
or bi-weekly dcsage cnly, promise to glve a auppre331ve
prophylactic acticn grsater than thet ot Mcpacrine, have only
been studied up to the mresent time in a small number ot
countries and cn particular groups or subjects, intected,
naturally cr artiricially, with particular strains ot parasites.
Very likely, maeny public health administrations of malarial
countries would appreciate, betrore Paludrine and Chloroquine
become largely available to them, to have more general data
as raegards the use ot these drugs in treatment, and especially
in suppressive prophylaxis in. the t'ield. To this end, the
Nucicar Malaria Committee in its rirst mesting will probably
set up a prcgramms otf co-crdinated and controlled experiments
with such drugs in dirrerent malaricus countries where the
epidemiclcgical conditions,; and particularly *h> strains ofr ths
parasites, the bionomics ot the mosquito vector, and the social
and economic conditions or the populations dirfer. It is
envisaged that the expsriments most likely tc be recommended
by the Nuclear Malaria Committee will deal with suppressive
prcphylaxis; that they will last a year at least; that the
high supervision ot %he experiments shculd be entrusted tc che
of the ccuntry's leading authorities on malaria; and that the
experiments should be cerrisd out by malariclogists assisted by
v1sit1ng nurses - possibly public health nu;aes. ‘

It is likely that the countries where such experim nts
could be carried out will be chesen trom among thu tollowing:

France (4l ger;a\

Italy ‘ s
Pcriugal

Yigoslavia,

Moreover, it is alsc likely that some exp:r*m@nus al”eady planned
by scveral institutes in Greece; Mslaya and Rumania might be
brocught into line with the prcgrezmme that +the Nuclear Malaria
Committee might establish. In ‘the ccnditions prevailing at
present in many ct these couniries, it will be necessary to

give some financial essisvance fcr the carrying out cf such
experiments, This essistance can ccunsist ot crtering tc pay

the sz2lary ¢t a malariclcgist and otr two cr more visiting
.nurses, aceccrding to-the needs cr the particular countries,

tfcr a yzaar. The nscessary amcunts or Paludrine will be suppliecd
tfree c1r ccst by the producers, and it is expected that the
producers ct Chlﬁrvoulne wi ll also orfer it frec tcr this
purpose. o

As regards the 1947 Budget; the sum ot g15,000,
earmarksd rcr tiecld werk during the 1947 malaris ssascn; :should
surtice to prcvide the tinancial assistence enabling these:
expe riments tc be carried cut in Algeria, Italy, Yugoslavia,
Greece and, possibly, Pcrtugal. In the meantime, the Seorutarlat
has apprcachsd the relevant authorities with a vieWw to collecting
informaticn as to the pcssibilities o1 carrying out the above
experiments in their cwn ccuntries. . I% is regretted, however,



that the Sccretariat is not yet in a pcsition to state:

1. whether the Nuclear Malaria Committee will
definitely recommend the carrying out of
such experiments, and

2. it the experiments are decidzd upon, in
which country they will t'inally take place.

As elrsady stated, the Nuclear Malaria Ccmmittee could not be
convened berore the Third Session ot the Interim Commission:
the latter is theretore asked tc apprcve the prcpocsed
appropriation, entrusting the Chairmsn and the Exzcutive
Secratary tc authorize its expenditure cn the basis ot the
tuture recommendations or the Nuclear Malarias Committee.
Obvicusly, the question cannct bs rersrred tc the Fourth
Sessicn ¢r the Interim Commissicn, ror ths cxperimsnts
envisaged should begin, 2t the latest, in June, 1947, in
crder not tc miss the cpportunity cftered by the next malaria
season to study in the tield sctme problems which are of urgent

interest to the public health administraticn of malarial
countriss,



