o‘gﬂg?ﬂw“&q

82

{ \-1‘ = O \’Dl,o
RREOARNY

WORLD HEALTH
URGANIZATION

a §31(8

ORGANISATION MONDIALE
DE LA SANTE
WHO/Mal /434 v
4 March 1964

ORIGINAL: FRENCH

CONTRIBUITON TO kKNOWLEDGE O TIIE ANOPHELINE
FAUNA OF MAURITANIA

by

Dr M. Maffi, Malariologist,
World Health Organization

During a malariometric survey carried out between December 1962 and April 1963
in the southern part of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania we searched for Anooheles
larvae in the larval breeding places. Our search was conducted in a iimitéd
numoer of breeding places nearwpheA}ocglities being surveyed and during the dry
season, It produced results which are not without interest. These results have

baen plotted on an outline map of the country (Fig. 1).

" Previous authors (Holstein, 1952; Sévenet et al., 1960) had reported the

following species from Mauritania: A. gambiae, A. pharoensis,-A. rufipes, A. d'thali

and A, gambiae melas.

Except for A. gamblae melas - which in any case was outside our/field of action

- 211 the species mentioned were found and furthermore we added A, rhodesiensis to

the 1list. We threw l1ight on the area of geographical distribution of the main
vector A, gambiae and its ability to adapt itsel: to the most varied larval breeding

places. A. pharocensis, although widespread, shows a different distribution. It

seems to be absent from the most easterly part of the area, but it extends beyond the
arca of distribution of A, gambiae in the north (N'beika), where it might be a vector,
at least seasonally. The presence of A. rufipes in two places in Mauritania was

confirmed., )
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Larvae of A. rhodesiensis were found in considerable density exclusively in

the cold and shaded water of springs in the sandstone massifs (Moudjéria, Soufa,

Ndiéo and the two Oumou Kréyat). It should, however, be noted that A. rhodesiensis

has been found at two geographical extremities of the African continent:

1
Somaliland and Mauritania (Choumara, 1961l; Maffi, 1958).

A. d'thali also occupies these two areas. In Somaliland it is found almost
down to the Equator, for Salbai is 3°N (Maffi, 1958). In Mauritania it had been
found at Ksar Torchane, at 20%42 N (Sévenet et al., 1960) which appeared to be its
southerly limit. The finding of larval breeding places at Moudjéria (17051 N)
~shows that the species extends considerably further to the south and since

A.:d'thali has been found in the same larval breeding places as A. rhodesiensis,

although in the parts most exposed to the sun and richest in filamentous green

algae, it is reasonable to suppose that A. d'thali also accompanies A. rhodesiensis

further south in the sandstone massifs where the latter has been found.

A. d'thali has been reported as a possible secondary vector in Morocco
(Sacck, '1960) and the Somali Republic (Rishikesh, 1961). The results obtained
during our malariometric survey at Moudjéria, covering 258 persons below 15 years of
age, (spleen rate: O; parasite rate: O0) do not seem to confirm this. It Is
probable that if A. d'thali is a vector at all, it only acté as one when it is

present in considerable densit'y.2

1 . .
Somaliland is used here purely in its geographical sense. Translator.

'In view of some recent records by Hemon et al. (1963) the author wishes tc
add the following footnote: "A. d'thali, a species found now increasingly often
in areas near to the desert, seems to be occupying two territories; in Somaliland
it is found close to the Equator (Salbai is at 3°40' N. lat.) while in Mauritania
it is found at Ksar Torchane at 20°42' M. lat. which is its southern limit."
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FIG. 1

SOUTHERN MAURITANIA
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The purpose of the WHO/Mal series of documents is threefold:

(a) to acquaint WHO staff, national institutes and individual research
or public health workers with the changing trends of malaria research and
the progress of malaria eradication by means of summaries of some relevant

problems;

N

(b) to distribute to the groups menticned above those field reports and
other communications which are of particular interest but which would not

normally be printed in any WHO publications;

(c) to make available to interested readers some papers which will
eventually appear in print but which, on account of their immediate

interest or importance, deserve to be known without undue delay.

The issue of a paper in this series does not therefore constitute formal
publication and a paper so issued may, with the agreement of the author and WHO, be

published in a WHO periodical or elsewhere.

Authors alone are responsible for views expressed in signed articles. The
mention of manufacturing companies or of their proprietary products does not imply

that they are recommended or endorsed by the World Health Organization.



