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INTERNATIONAL CONSULTATION AIMS TO IDENTIFY,
MINIMISE IMPACT OF DISEASES TRANSMITTED FROM
ANIMALS TO HUMANS

Geneva - The World Health Organization (WHO) is hosting a three-day consultation to identify the
factors that allow diseases to jump from animals to humans (zoonoses), as well as to improve
surveillance systems for their monitoring and control. The consultation, held jointly with the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQO) and the Office International des Epizooties (OIE), in collaboration with
the Dutch Health Council, will take place at WHO's Geneva Headquarters, from 3-5 May.

The transmission of a disease such as SARS or avian influenza from animals to humans depends on
numerous factors, including complex interactions between human and animal hosts, the causative
microbial agent, and the environment. Ecological changes resulting from human activities represent by
far the most important factor in the emergence of any zoonotic disease.

International experts on public health, veterinary science, microbiology, ecology, conservation biology,
disease modelling and forecasting will consider what lessons can be learned from the numerous
outbreaks of zoonoses including the recent SARS and avian influenza outbreaks. Other illnesses, such
as "mad cow" disease, its human form, variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, and Nipah virus infections,
will also be analyzed to determine what measures might prove effective in preventing the emergence of
similar diseases in the future.

The meeting will consider current challenges in predicting the emergence of the next disease capable
of breaching the species barrier. WHO and its partners will consider specific surveillance and
monitoring systems for zoonotic diseases. Methods to avert their occurrence or minimize their impact
on human and animal health, as well as on national economies, will be discussed.

Because zoonoses are diseases that affect animals and have the potential to infect humans, many of
the measures essential to reducing the risk to human health must be taken by sectors beyond public
health, such as agricultural or environmental authorities.

"WHO seeks to protect global public health," says Dr Frangois Meslin, WHO Coordinator for Zoonoses
Control. "As recent outbreaks have demonstrated, inter-sectoral and inter-disciplinary cooperation is
crucial to ensuring that international public health is not compromised.”

For WHO and its partners, the consultation aims to provide guidance in strengthening capacity of
countries and that of the international community to collect and share information across many sectors.
"|dentifying the next zoonotic disease of international public health importance will not be easy,” says Dr
Meslin, "We hope that the consultation will provide new tools that may make this possible in the near
future."

For further information, please contact Maria Cheng, Communications Officer, Communicable Diseases,
WHO at chengm@who.int or 41 22 791 3982. All WHO Press Releases, Fact Sheets and Features can be
obtained on the WHO home page http://www.who.int/.




