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WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY TO TAKE IMPORTANT

DECISIONS AFFECTING PUBLIC HEALTH
16 - 25 MAY

Geneva — The Fifty-eighth World Health Assembly (WHA) is set to consider several critical health
issues next week. The WHA, comprised of the World Health Organization's (WHO) 192 Member States,
is the supreme decision-making body for WHO and its main function is to determine the policies of the
Organization. This year's meeting takes place from 16-25 May.

The Assembly will review the proposed programme budget for 2006-2007, and consider more than a
dozen draft resolutions on issues including cancer prevention and control, health action in crises,
tuberculosis, malaria, pandemic influenza preparedness and response, global immunization and social
health insurance. The Assembly will aiso receive updates on progress in polio eradication, scaling up of
HIV/AIDS treatment and care, and promotion of healthy lifestyles. This year's invited speakers are the
President of the Republic of Maldives His Excellency Maumoon Abdul Gayoom and the Co-Founder of
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Bill Gates.

Below is a list of agenda items and other events which may be of particular interest to journalists.
Accompanying documents and background information can be found at the WHA documentation web
site: http://www.who.int/gb/e/index.html in six languages. Iltems which contain draft resolutions to be
reviewed during committee meetings for formal adoption by the Assembly at plenary sessions are
underlined. Note that Member States can submit new resolutions for WHA consideration.

Depending on the lengths of discussions, times and dates for agenda items will likely shift, so
journalists should regularly consult the World Health Assembly Journal which is posted daily. You can
also contact WHO staff for updates - a full list of media staff and their contact details is attached at the
end of this note.

Monday, 16 May
09:00 (Room 23): News Conference - Bill Gates

10:00: Opening of the Fifty-eighth World Health Assembly

13:00-13:15 (Assembly Hall): Photo opportunity - Dr LEE Jong-wook and members of the Vienna
Philharmonic Orchestra

; 15:00: Plenary Speakers:
¢ Dr LEE Jong-wook, WHO Director-General
¢ His Excellency Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, President of the Republic of Maldives
¢ Bill Gates, Co-Founder of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Tuesday, 17 May
09:00: Committee A: Revision of the International Health Regulations
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12:30-13:30 (Press Room llI): Media briefing - Launch of the Heath Metrics Network
13:00-14:30 (Room 12): Technical briefing - Mexico summit: Ministerial Summit on Health Research

15:00: Committee A: Achievement of health-related Millennium Development Goals; health action in
relation to crises (EB115.R11)

Wednesday, 18 May
AM: Committee A: Sustainable financing for tuberculosis prevention and control (EB114.R1)

13:00-14:30 (Room 12): Technical briefing - Strengthening pandemic influenza preparedness and
response

Thursday, 19 May
AM: Committee A: Proposed programme budget 2006-2007
Committee B: Health conditions of, and assistance to, the Arab population in the occupied Arab

territories, including Palestine
13:00-14:30 (Room 12): Technical briefing - Matemal and child health

Friday, 20 May
AM: Committee A: Malaria (EB115.R14)

13:00-14:30 (Room 12): Technical briefing - Scaling up HIV/AIDS prevention in the context of
antiretroviral treatment

14:00-15:00 (Press Room lil): Media briefing - Global Immunization Vision and Strategy
15:00: Committee A: Smallpox; polio eradication

Saturday, 21 May
09:00: Committee A: Draft global immunization strategy (note media materials at

http://mww.who.intivaccines/GIVS/); strengthening pandemic influenza preparedness and response
(EB115.R16)

Monday, 23 May
AM: Committee A: Antimicrobial resistance (EB115.R6); infant and young child nutrition (EB115.R12)

13:00-14:30 (Room 12): Technical briefing - Health Metrics Network (HMN)

15:00: Committee A: Social health insurance (EB115.R13); eHealth (EB115.R20)

Tuesday, 24 May

09:00: Committee A: Mexico Summit: Ministerial Summit on Health Research
Committee B: Cancer prevention and control (EB114.R2); disability, including prevention,
management and rehabilitation (EB114.R3)

13:00-14:30 (Room 12): Technical briefing - Irrational use of medicines damages heaith and wastes
resources: What can we do about it?

15:00: Committee B: Public health problems caused by harmful use of alcohol (EB115.R5);
International Plan of Action on Ageing, report on implementation (EB115.R7)

Wednesday, 25 May
AM: Reports of the committees, and closure of the Assembly

For more information, please contact: Fadéla Chaib, Communications Officer, Office of the Director-General, WHO.
mobile: +41 79 475 5556, email: chaibf@who.int or Young-Ae Chu, Communications Officer, Director-General's Office,
WHO, mobile: +41 79 445 2280. All WHO Media Releases, Fact Sheets and Features as well as other information on
this subject can be obtained on Intemet on the WHO home page: http://iwww.who.int/



CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE MEDIA

From 16-25 May, several WHO media and communications staff will be located both in the Palais
des Nations and at WHO Headquarters. To dial the UN office telephone numbers from inside the

Palais des Nations, please omit the 022 91 before dialiing the five-digit extension.

| WHOMEDIASTAFF

Christine McNab - Media Coordination Director-

Mob 079 254'6815

Ceciha Mazu - Documents Clerk

Chris Black - Director-General's Office/Media and
Communications - Audiovisual Producer

, . L Off. 022 917 6708 A.633
General’s Office/Media and Communications Email; menabc@who.int
Joélle Munzinger Off. 022 917 6711 A.631
Assistant Email: munzingeri@who.int ’
lain Simpson — Director-General's Office/Media and g;bog;%:;%?gg“ A.633
Communications C T A . :
Email: simpsoni@who.int
Fadéla Chaib - Director-General's Office/Media and gﬁobbggg ;‘75 5556 AB31
Communications " 9 .7 6710 . -6
Email: chaibf@who.int
. . Mob. 079 445 2280
Young-Ae Chu - Director-General’s Office/Media and
Communications Off. 022 917 6711 A.631
’ Beep NCEIET)
Gilbert Padey — Public Information Assistant Off. 022 917 6848 A.843
Email: padeyg@who.int
A.843

Oft_022 917 6849

Mob. 079 472 6054
Off. 022 917 6710

Email: blackc@who.int

Jean-Marc Glinz - TV requests

Jane McElligott — Non-Communicable Diseases and
Mental Health

A.631

Mob. 079 475 5515
Off. UNOG 022 917 5954
Off. WHO 022 791 3024

Off. 022 791 3774
Email: meelligotti@who.int

Laura Sminkey — Injuries and Violence Prevention

Mob_ 079 477 °1740: G m R S ot o

E.21
(UNTV Studio)

HQ

Mob. 076 322 0024
Off. 022 791 4547

Email: sminkevi@who.int

Marta Seoane - Tobacco Free Initiative

HQ

Mob. 079 475 5551
Off. 022 791 2489

Email: secanem@who.int

HQ

Chris Powell - Family and Community Health

Mob. 079 217 3425
Off. 022 791 2888

Email: powellc@who.int

HQ

Xu Baert — Making Pregnancy Safer

Mob. 079 249 3523
Off. 022 791 3436

Email: baertx@who.int

HQ

Melinda Henry — Immunization, Vaccines and

Biologicals

Mob. 079 477 1738
Office: 022 791 2535

Email: henrym@who.int

HQ

Gregory Hartl —
Environments

Sustainable Development and Healthy

Mob. 079 203 6715
Off. 022 791 4458

Email: hartig@who.int

HQ

Jacqueline Toupin - Millennium Development Goals
Coordination

Mob. 079 505 7564
Off. 022 791 4738

Email: foupini@who.int

HQ




Daniela Bagozzi - Health Technology and
Pharmaceuticals

Mob. 079 475 5490
Off. 022 791 4544

Email: bagozzid@who.int

Dick Thompson - Communicable Diseases

HQ

Mob. 079 475 5475
Off. 022 791 2684
Email: thompsond@who.int

Melanie Zipperer - HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, Malaria

HQ

Mob. 079 477 1722
Off. 022 791 1344

Email: zippererm@who.int

Anne Winter — HIV/AIDS

HQ

Mob. 079 244 6085
Off. 022 791 5876
Email: wintera@who.int

HQ

Judith Mandelbaum-Schmid - Malaria

Mob. 079 254 6835
Off. 022 791 2967
Email: schmidj@who.int

HQ

Glenn Thomas — Tuberculosis

Mob. 079 509 0677
Off. 022 791 3983

Email: thomasg@who.int

Oliver Rosenbauer - Polio Eradication Initiative

HQ

Mob. 079 500 6530
Off. 022 791 3832

Email: rosenbauero@who.int

Marko Kokic - Health Action in Crises

HQ

Mob. 079 217 3411
Off. 022 791 2448
Email: kokicm@who.int

HQ




