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This fourth volume of the Global Burden of Disease and Injuries Series 
documents the data, methods and assumptions underlying the estimates of 
the burden of twelve major infectious and parasitic diseases included in the 
groundbreaking Global Burden of Disease study for the year 1990. Infec-
tious and parasitic diseases accounted for almost 25% of the global burden 
of disease in 1990, and for over 40% of the burden of disease in sub-Saharan 
Africa. This book provides comprehensive data and detailed discussion on 
the epidemiology and burden of major infectious and parasitic diseases that 
are relevant for analysis of the current burden of these diseases, as well as for 
interpreting time trends since 1990 in the burden of infectious diseases. 


Christopher Murray is Richard Saltonstall Professor in the Department 
of Population and International Health and Director of the Global Health 
Initiative at Harvard University. A physician and health economist, he led 
the pioneering Global Burden of Disease project at Harvard University. He 
joined the World Health Organization in 1998 and, before returning to Har-
vard University in 2003, initiated major new approaches to the measure-
ment of population health, cost-effectiveness analysis and the conceptualiza-
tion, measurement and national application of health systems performance 
assessment. He has authored or edited nine books, many book chapters and 
more than 90 journal articles in internationally peer-reviewed publications.

Alan Lopez is Head of the School of Population Health at the University of 
Queensland, Australia. Co-author of the Global Burden of Disease study, he 
has worked at WHO for over 20 years on analysis and reporting of popula-
tion health and on quantifying the impact of major risks to health. He is also 
a co-editor with Christopher Murray and others of the recent WHO pub-
lication Comparative Quantifi cation of Health Risks: Global and Regional 
Burden of Disease Attributable to Selected Major Risk Factors.

Colin Mathers is a scientist in the Evidence and Information Policy Clus-
ter at WHO, responsible for the conduct of the Global Burden of Disease 
2000 study and WHO reporting on population health. He has published 
extensively on health expectancies and burden of disease.
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